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You Did It!

UNCLE SAM PARADES MARCH 4
You did it, and then some! We’ve 

passed our goal of 300 Beacon mem-
bers, so Uncle Sam will parade down 
Main Street, from the Police Station 
to the Blackwater Ski Shop, at noon 
on Saturday, March 4. This won’t be a 
long, drawn-out affair, so don’t be late!

The fi nal tally as of 5 PM on Febru-
ary 22 was:

• Local members: 225
• Seasonal members: 13
• Out-of-Town members: 71

for a total of 309 members.
This is a great step toward building 

a fi rm fi nancial foundation for the Bea-
con. Huge thanks to everyone who “got 
a round tuit” and contributed!

TOWN MEETING 
SPECIAL EDITION

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

This month, voters in Andover are 
called upon to make important deci-
sions that will set our taxes and guide 
our town for the coming year. We’ll 
elect over a dozen of our neighbors to 
positions in our Town and School Dis-
trict governing bodies, and we’ll close 
the books on 2005 with the annual 
Town Report.

This month’s Beacon coverage of 
this very important season includes:

• The budgets we’ll vote on at Town 
Meeting, School District Meeting and the 
meetings of our two Fire Departments, 
with an analysis of their impacts on our 
2006 property tax bills – see “2006 Tax 
Bills Could Rise 12%” on this page, and 
“2006 School Budget” on page 5.

• The 2006 Warrant we’ll vote 
on at Town Meeting, annotated to 
make the offi cial language easier to 
understand – Page 7.

• A Town Forum exploring the pros 
and cons of Warrant Article 15, which 
seeks to reclassify part of Hoyt Road to 
Class 5 – Page 8.

• Background information on when, 

why, and how a vote at Town Meeting 
does or doesn’t impact our property tax 
bills – Page 6.

• Profi les of candidates on the 
ballot for Town and School District 
positions – Pages 9-11.

• Reports on 2005 from many of the 
organizations that serve our communi-
ty, rounding out the annual “snapshot” 
of Andover that appears in the 2005 
Town Report – Pages 12-15.
Important Dates

Here are the dates you need to keep 
in mind in order to participate fully in 
this important time of year:

Saturday, March 4 – Supervisor 
of the Checklist available to correct the 
checklist, Town Hall, 11 AM

Monday, March 6 – Andover School 
District Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7 PM.

Monday, March 6 – Andover Vil-
lage District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Town Hall, 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 14 – Voting, AE/
MS Gym, 11:30 AM to 7:30 PM. The 
names on the ballot for Town positions 
are:

• Selectman (1 seat): Jim Delaney, 

By Ed Hiller
Budget Committee Vice-Chairman

Budgets for 2006 for the Andover 
School District, the Town, and the Fire 
Departments have been fi nalized by the 
Budget Committee and will be recom-
mended to the annual meetings for their 
consideration and approval.

The budgets as recommended will 
result in an increase in our tax bills next 

fall by an estimated 12%. A tax bill for 
a $200,000 property in the Andover 
fi re district is predicted to be $2,986 for 
2006, compared to $2,666 for 2005.

The proposed budgets for 2006 for 
all of Andover’s departments (School, 
Town, and Fire Departments) total 
approximately $5.15 million. After 
subtracting the amounts proposed to 
be funded through withdrawals from 
capital reserve accounts, the total net 
amount to be funded through revenues 
and property taxes is $4.96 million. 

By comparison, the total net budget  
for 2005 for all of Andover’s depart-
ments, similarly adjusted for withdraw-
als from capital reserve accounts and 
reimbursements, was $4.45 million.

In addition to the need to fund Ando-
ver’s expenses, Andover receives a bill 
each year from Merrimack County to 

2006 Tax Bills 
Could Rise 12%

Proposed $2,959 Tax Bill 
on a $200,000 Property

School
$2,116

Town
$288

Fire Dept (avg)
$97

County
$458

Recycling Electronics 
Begins In Andover

Biting winds and little or no snow 
didn’t stop the Andover Snowmobile 
Club’s Highland Lake SnoFest. Above: 
Stephen Rosen of Hill had just fi n-
ished his ’24 Model T snow machine after a year and a half of work. Right: 
Steve Burdick starts up his ’72 Arctic Cat “Kitty Cat.” Photos: Bob Bussey

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover Recycle Committee

March is the beginning of a new man-
datory recycling program for “e-waste” 
– electronic devices containing valuable 
materials that can be reclaimed, as well 
as dangerous toxins. 

Computers and TVs, for example, 
contain materials such as purifi ed sili-
cone and precious metals such as gold, 
silver, and copper. The glass and plas-
tics from TVs and computers are also 
reclaimable. 

On the fl ip side, both TVs and com-
puters contain hazardous materials such 
as lead, arsenic, and mercury. A typical 
27-inch TV can contain as much as eight 
pounds of lead according to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Services. These 

toxins and heavy metals are known to 
cause cancer and birth defects if they get 
into the air and ground water, so it’s impor-
tant to keep them out of the incinerator.

Previously, Andover residents paid a 
$5 fee to dispose of a TV or computer 
monitor, and the devices were then 
thrown down the hopper and sent to the 
incinerator. This meant that residents not 
only paid a disposal fee, but their taxes 
also refl ected the cost of transportation 
and tipping at the Penacook incinerator.

Beginning this March, residents will 
still pay the same $5 fee, but the devices 
will be given to the Transfer Station at-
tendants, who will place them in a col-
lection box. Good Point Recycling from 
Middlebury, Vermont is contracted by 

See Meeting  on page 2See E-Waste  on page 3

See Tax Bills  on page 4
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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!
 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):
□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

Beacon Bits

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
March 31. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Wed., Mar. 15Wed., Mar. 15 at the lat-
est. And earlier is always better!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Irene Jewett
Andover Service Club Cookbook Richard Brewster
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two Tom & Pamela Brown
Bowie’s Market Breakfast for Two Armand & Diane Boisvert
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf Bert & Lee Carvalho
Jake’s Market in Andover $10 Cash Card Edna & Robert Peters
Mackenna’s Restaurant $10 Gift Certifi cate Frank & Pat Baker
Mary Kay - Sarah Anderson $20 Gift Certifi cate John & Amy Wagner

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

I am running as a write-in candi-
date for the position of Trustee of 

the Trust Funds. I held the position of 
soccer coordinator while serving on 
the Andover Recreation Committee for 
many years. Having passed on the role 
to other capable hands, I would like to 
continue to be involved in the town of 
Andover in a different capacity. I would 
appreciate your vote on March 14.

Thanks for your consideration.
Bill Zimmerman

I have proposed a warrant article to the 
voters of Andover, that the ballfi eld 

at the Blackwater Recreation Park be re-
named the “Howard George Ballfi eld.” 
The park would still be the Blackwater 
Recreation Park, with just the ballfi eld 
named for Howard George.

I grew up in Cilleyville, went to 
school in Cilleyville and Andover, and 
graduated from Andover High. I have 
been in Connecticut for the past 40 
years due to work.

I have known Howard since high 
school. I have seen his involvement in 
sports in town since high school, espe-
cially with the kids of Andover. I think 
it would be a great honor to do this for 
Howard. I would be willing to make the 
sign at no cost to the town.

Thank you for your support.
James Emerson

Thank you for sending The Andover 
Beacon to me! It has been years since 

I have been home. About 25 years ago I 
was there and saw Ella and Vic Phelps.

I was born and raised in Wilmot – my 
father was Clayton Gibbs. I graduated 
Andover High in 1946 and have lived 

in California since 1950. I would love to 
hear from anyone in the Class of 1946.

I will be happy to support the Beacon!
Martha Gibbs Foster
Banning, California
We’ve sent recent issues of the Bea-

con to all AHS alumni for whom the the 
AHS alumni association has an address. 
If you have a current address of an AHS 
alum that you think the association may 
not have, please contact the Beacon and 
we’ll pass it along to them. - Editor

Letters

...to the article about Twin Rivers Inter-
faith Food Pantry (February, page 13):

According to Reverend Randall Scheri, 
“The Saturday bread program recipients 
must also meet federal income guidelines. 
Not just anyone may walk in.”

Concerning purchasing, Rev. Scheri 
says, “Some items, such as dry goods, 
are purchased at retail, in part from 
Hannaford. Other meat than that do-
nated by Hannaford is purchased from 
New Hampshire Food Bank at a reduced 
rate. Also, we do not usually get dairy 
products other than the occasional item 
like limited quantities of yogurt.”

Finally, volunteers cannot provide 
transportation to the Food Pantry. The 
article stated otherwise.

Corrections

Roger Godwin, Peter Zak
• Road Agent: John Thompson
• Moderator: Ed Becker
• Supervisor of the Checklist: Art Urie
• Budget Committee (2 positions): 

Sharon Darling, Carroll Gautreau
• Library Trustee (2 positions): Jim 

Danforth, Eileen Neville, Diane Rice
• Trustee of Trust Funds: Howard 

Wilson
• Cemetery Trustee: Susan Schnare
The names on the ballot for School 

District positions are:
• School Board (2 positions): Robin 

Boynton, Renee Goodwin, David 
Powers

• Moderator: William Bardsley
• Clerk: Christie Coll
• Treasurer: Ann Clark
Tuesday, March 14 – Andover Town 

Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7:30 PM.
Wednesday, March 15 – Andover 

Fire District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

Tuesday, March 21 – East Andover 
Fire Precinct Annual Meeting, East 
Andover Fire Station, 7:30 PM.
Write-In Campaigns

At press time we were aware of only 
one write-in campaign. You can read 
about it in the Letters section on the left.

For more info, contact the Town Of-
fi ce at 735-5332 or AndoverNH@tds.net.

Meeting  from page 1

Write A Letter!
The Beacon welcomes civil, reasoned 

letters to the people of Andover. 
Please keep them to 200 words or 

less. More info & a handy form here:
AndoverBeacon.com/Opinion.asp

You did it! Over 300 households – lo-
cal, seasonal, and out of town – got “a 
round tuit” and either renewed their Bea-
con membership or became a Beacon 
member for the fi rst time. This is a very 
important milestone, and the communi-
ty’s generosity is very much appreciated.

The money raised from memberships 
represents about a third of our annual 
operating budget. The other two-thirds 
comes from our wonderful advertis-
ers. Their support is absolutely vital to 
bringing the Beacon to every mailbox 
in Andover at no charge every month, 
so please – never pass up a chance to 
patronize a Beacon advertiser, and be 
sure to specifi cally thank them for their 
support of the Beacon. We couldn’t be 
doing this without them!

The third leg of the Beacon stool is 
our growing cadre of volunteers. As 
with the other two legs, the Beacon 
simply couldn’t exist without them.

A quick scan of the bylines in this is-
sue and the masthead (below) will show 
you that a sizeable chunk of the com-
munity is working hard every month to 
get the Beacon into your mailbox. But 
we need more help. 

We’re always looking for more writ-
ers and editors, certainly, but the critical 
need is in the less glamorous but equally 
vital behind-the-scenes areas. We need 
people who will help gather stories and 
photos, guiding the writers, editors, and 
photographers so everything is ready 
on time. We need help preparing the 
paper for the printer. We need help with 
accounting and fundraising chores. We 
need help managing all the volunteers!

It’s something to think about while 
you’re reading this, our biggest issue 
ever...we really need everyone working 
for the Beacon!

Got News?  
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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the Northeast Resource Recovery As-
sociation to pick up Andover’s e-waste. 
The $5 fees collected should cover the 
cost of having Good Point pick up and 
recycle our e-waste, and we will save 
the cost of transportation and tipping 
that has been refl ected in our taxes.

In addition to the economic sense 
of recycling our e-waste, Good Point 
Recycling certifi es that all CRTs and 
computers are professionally managed. 
They can be reused and repaired, re-
duced to reclaimable components and 
recycled, or refurbished and donated to 
area charities.
What e-waste can be recycled? 

• Televisions and VCRs
• CD players, DVD players, stereo 

amplifi ers. (No speakers.)
• Computers (laptop or desktop), 

computer monitors, computer key-
boards, computer printers, and the 
wires for connecting everything. 
(No speakers.)

• Copiers and fax machines
How do I recycle? 

Bring your electronic devices to the 
attendant, who will give you a receipt 
for the $5 fee for each device. The at-
tendant will place the devices in the col-
lection box for you.

Note: If the glass on the monitor or 
TV is broken, please tape the glass and 
bring the TV or monitor to the Transfer 
Station in a box.
What about other electric or elec-
tronic devices?

Cell phones are reused or recycled 
separately, and there is no fee. Place 
them in the blue box inside the Recy-
cling Building.

iPods, Game Boys, and other hand-
held devices are recycled as e-waste, 
but there is no fee. Just give them to the 
attendant.

Batteries: Regular alkaline batter-
ies can go in the household trash. Re-
chargeable batteries, watch batteries, 
and camera batteries go in the battery 
container in the Recycling Building. 

Air conditioners, dehumidifi ers, 
and refrigerators require a fee of $10 to 
help defray the cost of freon removal. 
See the attendant for further details.

Stoves, washers, dryers, toasters, 
microwaves, radios, fans, etc. These 
are made up mostly of metal. Please 
check with the attendant, as they can 
probably go into the scrap metal bin 
with no fee.

Questions? Feel free to contact a 
member of the Recycle Committee, one 
of the attendants at the Transfer Station, 
or Town Administrator Mark Stetson at 
the Town Offi ce.

E-Waste  from page 1

By Chris Connor
AE/MS Technology Teacher

Two more Saturday computer classes 
are coming to AE/MS. Please call Gail 
Parenteau at the school at 735-5494 to 
register for any class. The cost is $20 
per three-hour class, to be paid on class 
day. Classes include instruction, hands-
on practice, and material to take home.

You must register to attend as we 
need a minimum of 10 participants to 
hold the session. Classes will be held in 
the AE/MS Computer Lab.
Using the Internet to Find Things
Saturday, March 11, 9 AM to noon

With over six billion Web sites, it is 
overwhelming to look for information. 
How can I tame this Internet beast? 
Learn how to fi nd information quickly 
and easily, how to tell if you have good 
information, and how to pull informa-
tion off the Internet to use on your com-
puter. Learn from a research master all 
the tricks of the trade, including how 
to fi nd detailed information with little 

Adult Computer Classes At AE/MS Adult Computer Classes At AE/MS 
to no reading. If you are interested in 
fi nding things quickly on the Internet, 
you need to attend this class.
Beginning PowerPoint
Saturday, April 8, 9 AM to noon

Ever wonder how to do a profession-
al presentation on the computer, easily 
and quickly? Learn how to quickly put 
together a presentation on the computer 
which will be the envy of your peers. 
Class will cover: 

• Creating slides
• Adding designs and pictures
• Rearranging your slides
• Adding and changing color and 

word styles
• Printing and running your presen-

tation
• Getting pictures off the Internet to 

use in your presentation
This is an introductory course, but 

a working knowledge of Microsoft 
Word or similar word processing soft-
ware is required as a pre-requisite to 
this class.

Andover’s Growth Management 
Ordinance, adopted at the 2002 Town 
Meeting, requires the Planning Board 
to base the number of residential build-
ing permits available each year on the 
previous year’s growth rate in Andover 
and abutting towns. That growth rate for 
2005 turned out to be 1.5%, as shown in 
the following table. 

Towns 2004 
Homes

New 
Homes Growth 

Andover 930 14 1.51%
Danbury 524 8 1.53%
Franklin 3,608 43 1.19%
Hill 426 7 1.64%
Salisbury 494 13 2.63%
Warner 1,153 18 1.56%
Wilmot 546 12 2.20%
TOTALTOTAL 7,6817,681 115115 1.50%1.50%

This is nearly 30% lower than the 
growth for 2004 as a result of a slow-
down in new home building in Andover 
and surrounding towns.

With 944 full-time homes in Andover 
at the end of 2005, a 1.5% growth rate 
provides for up to 14 new residential 
building permits to be issued in 2006. 

14 Building Permits For 2006
Those 14 permits, however, are subject 
to several other provisions of the growth 
management ordinance.
Small Subdivisions

A quarter of the 2006 building per-
mits (3 permits) must be reserved for 
“mom-and-pop” subdivisions, in which 
one lot is subdivided into two lots. To 
be eligible for one of these reserved per-
mits, the small subdivision must be ap-
proved between January 1 and August 
31, 2006.
Existing Lots

Residential building lots existing 
when the Growth Management Ordi-
nance was adopted on March 12, 2002 
are entitled to 2006 building permits 
without limitation, as long as applica-
tion is made by the last day of February. 
Any permits issued under this rule get 
deducted from the 14 permits that can 
be issued in 2006. 

After March 1, you can still apply 
for a building permit for an existing lot, 
but you’ll only get a permit if there’s 
one available out of the 11 permits that 
aren’t set aside for small subdivisions.

Where In The World Is Stacey?

50 Depot Street, Potter Place – $149,900
STACEY VIANDIER • Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate • 526-4116 • www.CBMilestone.com

S u p p o r t  O u r  
A d v e r t i s e r s !

We couldn’t publish the Beacon 
without them. And be sure to 
thank them for advertising!
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Steve Hodges
Highland Lake Inn

PO Box 164
East Andover NH 03231

603 735-6426
HighlandLakeInn.com

Let us take good care of your 
family and friends!

Name 0
Independent Beauty Consultant 0
Phone Number0
Mary Kay ® Personal Web Site address0

Clear. Smooth. Radiant
skin. The TimeWise® system

delivers anti-aging benefits 

you can see and feel. 

To start looking younger now, 

call me to try TimeWise®

products for free!

turn back

time.

Sarah AndersonSarah Anderson

735-5827
www.MaryKay.com/SAnderson7373

TIME TO APPLY
for Andover Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: MAY 1
Application forms:

The ASC Thrift Shop
Proctor Academy Guidance Offi ce

MVHS Guidance Offi ce
Information:

Lois Magenau - 735-5637
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help fund the county’s operations. Last 
year that bill was $596,445. Preliminary 
indications are that it will be at least that 
large in 2006 and may be larger.

Adding in the County, the total net 
budget for 2006 will be at least $5.55 
million, compared with the net $5.05 
million required for 2005.

Total Net Budgets
Department 2005 Budget 2006 Budget Increase
School $3,234,093 $3,545,129 $311,036
Town* $1,112,634 $1,299,153 $186,519
Fire $109,290 $115,205 $5,915
County** $596,445 $596,445  ---
TOTALTOTAL $5,052,462$5,052,462 $5,555,932$5,555,932 $503,470$503,470
* The Town budgets have been adjusted to account for 
withdrawals from capital reserve accounts and for reim-
bursements from the State for bridge construction and 
for police charges for road construction detail.
** The County assessment for 2006 is not yet known, 
but is assumed here to be the same as it was for 2005, 
a very uncertain assumption.

As has been discussed in previ-
ous articles in the Beacon, only about 
one-third of the funds needed to pay 
for these expenditures come from rev-
enue sources other than property taxes. 
These revenue sources include

• Federal and State government 
funding

• Local licenses and fees such as 
automobile registrations, timber 
harvest taxes, Current Use change 
penalties, and school lunch sales

• Withdrawal of unexpended funds 

Tax Bills  from page 1 from Previous Years’ Surplus
The other two-thirds of the funds 

to pay for this budget must come from 
Andover property taxes.

Andover School District Budget
The proposed budget for the 

Andover School District for 2006-07 is 
$3.55 million (including recommended 
warrant articles). This is an increase 
of approximately $311,000 or 9.6% 

over the previous 
year’s appropria-
tions of $3.23 mil-
lion. And that year 
saw an increase of 
$220,000 or 7.4% 
over the year be-
fore that. We are 
facing continu-
ing signifi cant 
increases in our 
School District 
costs for a num-
ber of unavoidable 
reasons.

The major components of the in-
crease in expenses this year are:

• High school tuition increases: 
$151,000. This results from (1) an in-
crease in the anticipated number of high 
school students for next year and (2) an 
increase in the contracted tuition cost at 
Merrimack Valley High School.

• Faculty salary increases: $61,000. 
This results from the negotiated agree-
ment with the Andover teachers’ union.

• Special Education increases: 
$52,000. This results from the need to 

add a staff member and the additional 
costs of special education tuition to com-
ply with Federal requirements to provide 
for the special education needs of all resi-
dents from 3 years to 21 years of age.

• Operating Expense increases: 
$11,000. This results from increased 
utility and maintenance costs.

• High School Tuition Trust Fund: 
$25,000. This is a warrant article to 
establish a fund to accommodate any 
unexpected increase in high school stu-
dent enrollment.

• Building Repairs and Planning: 
$15,000 This is a warrant article to fund 
architect and engineering fees to create 
plans for renovations and additions to 
the Andover school facility.

A further increase in the school tax 

burden this year will result from the 
expectation that there will be no unex-
pended surplus available at the end of the 
current year to apply toward a reduction 
of taxes in 2006. Last year the available 

surplus was approximately $95,000. The 
lack of any available surplus this year 
will result in a further increase in tax 
burden compared to last year by about 
$95,000. The net increase in the amount 
to be raised by taxes for the School bud-
get thus is approximately $406,000.

The predicted school portion of the 
property tax rate for 2006 is $10.58. 
This is an increase of 17.4% over the tax 
rate of $9.01 for 2005. And that 2005 tax 
rate was 18.6% higher than the tax rate 
of $7.60 for 2004.

Andover Town Budget
The total proposed budget for 2006 

for the Town of Andover is approximate-
ly $1.49 million. After subtracting the 
amounts proposed to be withdrawn from 
capital reserve funds ($165,000 for the 

road grader purchase, and $30,000 for 
the trash trailer purchase), the net budget 
to be funded by revenues and property 
taxes is $1.30 million. This can be com-
pared to the net appropriation for 2005 
of $1.11 million (after subtracting capital 
reserve withdrawals and offsetting State 
reimbursements). The increase in net ex-
penditures for this year is about $186,000 
above that for last year.

The major proposed increases for 
2006 are as follows:

• Road Grader purchase: $50,000. 
The cost of a new road grader is estimat-
ed at $245,000. The capital reserve fund 
for this purpose presently contains about 
$165,000. We have been contributing 
$30,000 annually to this fund. Increas-
ing the contribution this year by an ad-
ditional $50,000 (for a total contribution 
this year of $80,000) will allow the pur-
chase of the grader to be made this year.

• Trash Trailer purchase: $12,000. 
The cost of a new trash trailer is esti-

$5.6 Million - Where It Comes From (left) and Where It Goes (right)

Property 
Taxes
68%

Fees, 
Licenses, 

etc.
11%

Previous
Year

Surplus
6%

State
12%

Federal
2%

School
64%

Town
23%

Fire Departments
2%

County (est.)
11%

Stately Historic Home!

Antique charm throughout this beautiful 5 bedroom, 3 
bath home. Hard wood fl oors, formal dining, modern 
kitchen, living room with fi replace and cozy reading nook, 
and 2 porches! New London - DVD - $349,000

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net
41 Main Street
New London NH 03257 S
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O • 24-Hour Towing Service

• 24-Hour Wrecker Service
• OHRV Registrations

   Scott Palmer   Scott Palmer
        Phil LeBrecht        Phil LeBrecht
             Darrel Palmer             Darrel Palmer
                  Ethan Ballin                  Ethan Ballin

720 Main Street • Andover
526-9528 • 344-1123 nights

AMY SCHNEIDER M.D.

FAMILY 
MEDICINE
8 Lawrence Street

PO Box 120
Andover

735-4363 phone

Same Day
Appointments 

Available
See Bills  on page 5
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By David Hewitt
Andover School Board

As the school budget for 2006/2007 
was being prepared, it was obvious that 
the School District would see a sub-
stantial increase. The major increases 
included line items that the Board has 
little control over, including:

• High School Tuition: a $150,755 
(5%) increase

• Special Education: a $51,836 (2%) 
increase

• Collective Bargaining: a $60,864 
(2%) increase

• Operations & Maintenance: a 
$11,351 (0.3%) increase

• Special Education Transportation: 
a $2,200 (0.1%) increase

• Regular Transportation: a $4,000 
(0.1%) increase

In an effort to keep the school bud-
get as low as possible, the School Board 
voted not to request any staff increases 
other then a Special Education Aide 
whose position will not be a permanent 
position. By not fi lling this position, 
the School District would be forced to 
expend money for an expensive out-of-
district placement as well as increased 
transportation costs. 

In addition the School Board voted 
to level fund or slightly decrease the 
other line items within the budget. 
While working to keep costs down, the 
School Board was able to maintain our 

commitment to fulfi ll our stated goals 
within the established seven-year cur-
riculum cycle.

The total school budget request (not 
counting any warrant articles that may 
be approved) is $3,505,129. This repre-
sents an 8.38% increase over last year. 

The school administration, staff, and 
the Board worked diligently to keep 
the increase as small as possible, while 
fully cognizant of the importance of 
providing a quality education for all of 
the Andover children by:

• promoting a positive learning envi-
ronment,

• hiring and retaining a highly quali-
fi ed faculty and staff,

• insuring that students continue to 
progress in reading, writing and 
mathematics,

• maintaining a partnership of com-

mated at $52,000. The capital reserve 
fund for replacing this equipment now 
has a balance of $30,000. We have been 

contributing $10,000 annually to this 
fund. If we increase our contribution 
this year by $12,000 (for a total contri-
bution this year of $22,000) we will be 
able to purchase this 
much-needed piece 
of equipment.

• Bradley Lake 
Bridge repairs: 
$24,000. Most of the 
cost of rebuilding 
this failing bridge 
will be covered by 
the State. Andover’s 
share in these costs 
will be $24,000.

• Highway Improvement Projects 
increase: $22,700. In order to complete 
the resurfacing of Chase Hill Road in 
one year rather than two and obtain some 
cost savings, it is proposed to increase 
the Special Projects budget for this year 
by $22,700 above the usual amount.

• Highway Equipment Expense 
increase: $15,000. This is to cover the 
increased costs of equipment rental.

• Police Expense increase: $12,400. 
It is proposed to increase the number of 
hours of police coverage and to provide 
small increases in the offi cers’ wages.

• Bridge Renovation Capital Reserve 
Fund increase: $10,000. It is proposed to 
increase the contribution to this fund from 
the previous $10,000 per year to $20,000 
– an increase this year of $10,000.

In addition to these increases in ex-
penditures, it is expected that signifi -
cantly less revenue will be available this 
year to offset property taxes, compared 
with last year. Last year’s revenues in-

cluded a sizable sale of Town-owned 
property and considerable timber yield 
tax payments. 

However, the Selectmen have com-
mitted to withdrawing suffi cient funds 
from the Previous Years’ Surplus ac-
count to maintain the Town portion of 
the property tax rate for 2006 at the 
same level as it was for 2005, at $1.44 
per $1,000 of assessed value.

Andover Fire Departments
The proposed budgets for 2006 for 

the two Andover Fire Departments in-
creased only marginally over 2005. The 
resulting tax rates will be very nearly 
the same as last year.

Impact on Real Estate Taxes
The estimated impact that the pro-

posed budget increases will have on our 
real estate taxes for 2006 is shown here, 
for properties in the East Andover and 
in the Andover fi re districts.

Proposed 2006 Tax Rates and
 Tax Bill on $200,000 Property

Tax Rate Tax Bill on $200,000
Andover E. Andover Andover E. Andover

School $10.58 $2,116

Town $1.44 $288

Fire $0.62 $0.35 $124 $70

County (est.) $2.29 $458

TOTALTOTAL $13.77$13.77 $13.51$13.51 $2,986$2,986 $2,932$2,932

Town Meetings
It is the essence of our town meet-

ing form of government that all citizens 
take part in deciding the questions that 
confront our town. Decisions made at 
Town Meeting and the school and fi re 
district meetings directly affect the fu-
ture of our town, and have an immedi-
ate impact on the property tax bills that 
we all receive. 

The Budget Committee, the School 
Board, the Selectmen, and the Fire 
District Commissioners all urge every 
citizen to attend the annual meetings, to 
consider carefully the proposed budget 
articles, and to cast their votes with the 
best interests of Andover in mind.

Proposed $3.5M School Budget

General
Education

56%

Special 
Education

19%

Admin.
10%

Building
6%

Transportation
7% Food Service

2%

Proposed $1.3M Town Budget

Highways
46%

Town Offi ce
24%

Transfer 
Station

14%

Police
11%

Health & 
Recreation

5%

2006 School Budget

See School  on page 6

1.800.524.9243

• Commercial
• Residential
• Fire Alarm
• Security
• Card Access
• Testing
• Inspection
• Maintenance
• Intercoms
• Central Vacuum 

Systems
• Camera / Video
• Temperature Con-

trol
• Freeze Alarm
• 24 hr. UL Listed 

Central Station

• Let us protect your investment with 
24 HOUR MONITORING.

• Prevent FROZEN pipes & FLOODED 
basements.

• Save on heating costs. Arrive to a warm 
home in the winter and a cool home in 
the summer with REMOTE ACCESS 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL.

• Complete alarm coverage from 
Pelham to Pittsburg.

• Call today for a free consultation and 
evaluation.

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs
37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com

Andover Wood Heating CompanyAndover Wood Heating Company
Retail Dealer, NEW ENGLAND WOOD PELLETSRetail Dealer, NEW ENGLAND WOOD PELLETS

Premium Hardwood PelletsPremium Hardwood Pellets
    Bag (40 lb)      $5    Bag (40 lb)      $5
    Pallet (2000 lb) $225    Pallet (2000 lb) $225

118 Main Street
Andover

735-5440

Town Matters
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 
planning and gathering town news. If 

you can help, call Charlie at 735-6099

Bills  from page 4
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The total of what we 
plan to spend, plus 
any tax credits we 

grant, must be 
balanced exactly by 
the total of the fi ve 
sources of revenue 

available to us.

Town Portion of Town Portion of 
Property TaxesProperty Taxes

From Capital ReserveFrom Capital Reserve

ReimbursementsReimbursements

Other RevenueOther Revenue

From Prior Years’ From Prior Years’ 
SurplusSurplus

Tax CreditsTax Credits

Total Budgetted Total Budgetted 
ExpendituresExpenditures

(“The Budget”)(“The Budget”)

BALANCING THE TOWN BUDGETBALANCING THE TOWN BUDGET

WILL THIS WARRANT 
ARTICLE INCREASE MY 
PROPERTY TAX BILL?

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Trying to understand how a given 
warrant article at Town Meeting could 
impact our tax bills can seem like try-
ing to nail Jello to a wall. But once you 
grasp a few basic ideas, it’s not that hard 
to understand.

Let’s start at the very beginning – we’re 
only talking about the Town portion of 
your property tax bill, and this year is pro-
jected to be only about 10% of your total 
property tax bill. So while understanding 
how a vote at Town Meeting affects your 
property tax bill is important, it’s small 
potatoes compared to the impact of votes 
at the School District Meeting (about 72% 
of your total tax bill).

The Town budget (Warrant Article 
8 this year) is usually the most expen-
sive warrant article we vote on at Town 
Meeting. But before we even get to the 
budget warrant article, there are usually 
a number of warrant articles – Warrant 
Articles 2 through 7 this year – that deal 
with expenditures that, by law, have to 
be dealt with in warrant articles sepa-
rate from the budget warrant article.

So let’s say that you’re looking at a 
$10,000 warrant article at Town Meet-
ing. Will voting Yes increase the fi nal 
Town budget? Yes, it will – the fi nal 
Town budget is the budget approved by 
Town Meeting plus all the warrant ar-
ticles approved by Town Meeting.
Will My Property Tax Rise?

Will it increase your property tax 
bill? That’s harder to say.

Keep in mind that “budget” and 
“property tax bill” are not synonymous. 
As shown in the diagram to the right, 

property taxes are only one of fi ve ways 
we raise the cash to cover the budget. 
The other ways are:

• Money from Capital Reserve Ac-
counts or Trust Funds

• Reimbursements by state or federal 
agencies

• Fees and taxes like motor vehicle 
fees, building permits, etc.

• Money from the Previous Years’ 
Surplus account

Those are the fi rst four sources of 
money that we use to cover our annual 
budget. Whatever we can’t cover from 
those four sources must be covered by the 
Town portion of our property tax bills.

So let’s get back to our mythical 
$10,000 warrant article. Will it or won’t it 
affect the Town portion of our tax bills?

If the warrant article contains provi-
sion for funding the $10,000...

• ...out of a Capital Reserve Account 
or a Trust Fund,

• ...by reimbursement from the state 
or federal government, or

• ...through new fees or taxes,
...then the warrant article will have 

no direct effect on the Town portion of 
this year’s tax bill. Essentially, it came 
with its own funding, so we don’t need 
to fund it through the property tax.

But what if our $10,000 warrant article 
doesn’t come with its own funding? In 
that case, there are only two choices left:

• Take the $10,000 out of the Previ-
ous Years’ Surplus account, or

• Raise the $10,000 through the 
Town portion of the property tax

Using Previous Years’ Surplus
Frequently, the Board of Selectmen 

make a commitment at one of their 

regular meetings around budget-mak-
ing time to keep the Town portion of 
the property tax rate at a certain level. 
They can do this if they know they’ve 
got enough money in the Previous 
Years’ Surplus account to make up 
any difference between the total bud-
get (including any warrant articles that 
pass) and the money raised from all 
other sources, including the Town por-
tion of the property tax at that certain 
tax rate.

If the Selectmen have made that 
commitment (which they usually an-
nounce at the beginning of Town Meet-
ing, before we consider the warrant 
articles and the budget), then passing 
the $10,000 warrant article won’t af-
fect the Town portion of your tax bill 
– the $10,000 will come out of Previous 
Years’ Surplus, specifi cally in order not 
to affect your tax bill.

So will a $10,000 warrant article 
ever raise our property taxes? Yes, in 
this one scenario:

• The warrant article doesn’t bring 
its own funding with it, and

• the Selectmen haven’t committed 

to using Previous Years’ Surplus 
to keep the Town portion of the 
property tax at a certain level (or 
they’ve committed less than the 
amount needed to fund this war-
rant article).

In that case, if Town Meeting wants 
to approve that $10,000 warrant article, it 
has to either accept the fact that the Town 
portion of the property tax rate will rise, 
or it has to amend the warrant article to 
take some or all of the $10,000 out of the 
Previous Years’ Surplus account.

It’s not the simplest thing I’ve ever 
learned, but it makes sense if you just re-
member this: If a warrant article doesn’t 
come with its own funding, it has to be 
paid for either from Previous Years’ Sur-
plus (which the Selectmen may have al-
ready provided for) or from an increase 
in the Town portion of the property tax. 
When you boil it down to those choices, 
it seems pretty sensible after all.

For more information about the Pre-
vious Years’ Surplus account and how it 
works, see page 5 of the February 2006 
Beacon, which you can fi nd on the Web 
at AndoverBeacon.com/online.asp.

munity service, and
• developing a facility and grounds plan 

with estimated costs and timelines.
Warrant Articles

Four warrant articles will be voted 
on at the School District Meeting. The 
fi rst two establish and then fund with 
$25,000 a Regular Education High 
School Tuition Expendable Trust Fund. 
Both the School Board and the Bud-
get Committee support this new Trust 
Fund because it would help cover future 
increases in high school tuition costs, 
including:

• Sending more students to MVHS. 
Our current MVHS enrollment is pro-
jected to increase by 19 students (to 93 
students) next year.

• The $640 per student, per year 
increase that is built into our contract 
with MVHS. We will be paying $7,920 
per student next year.

• The possibility of one or more of 
Andover’s 31 high-school-age students 
who attend various private schools 
transferring to MVHS. If that hap-

pened, the School District would be re-
sponsible for their tuition at MVHS. 

• The inequity in the current con-
tract. Even with the annual increase 
mentioned above, we are still paying 
MVHS less than it actually costs them 
to educate our students. The Andover 
and MVHS School Boards continue to 
discuss this inequity in an effort to re-
solve this prior to the expiration of our 
current contract.

The third warrant article was also 
recommended by both the School Board 
and the Budget Committee after a great 
deal of discussion. This article would 
raise $15,000 to fund the cost of “Archi-
tect/Engineering Fees for renovations/
additions to the Andover Elementary/
Middle School.” The Andover school 
is presently experiencing a number of 
maintenance issues such as leaky roofs, 
a deteriorating gym fl oor, oil tank prob-
lems, and lack of storage space. 

In addition, the recently completed Fa-
cilities Study indicated that the school has 
a number of space issues. These space is-
sues are the result of numerous additional 
special programs mandated in the past 10 

to 15 years, as well as an inappropriate 
food service facility and cafeteria. 

The Staff and School Board are cur-
rently working to document all neces-
sary renovations and potential expan-
sions. The Budget Committee has 
correctly recommended that the School 
Board should separate necessary reno-
vations from potential expansion plans 
and then present both of these lists for 
public input. Following this lengthy 
process, technical expertise will be re-
quired to develop bid specifi cations. 

This Board has no idea at this time 
what direction this process will take. 
With the guidance contained in the re-
cently completed Facilities Study and 
input from the public, the School District 
will move forward. By developing ap-
propriate plans, with the aid of a qualifi ed 
Architect/Engineer, the School District 
should be eligible to obtain a minimum 
of 30% state funding, thereby reducing 
costs for the Andover taxpayer.

The fourth warrant article is to “raise 
and appropriate up to $25,000 for the 
purpose of hiring a part time teacher 
to teach Reading/Enrichment/ESL 

classes.” This article was submitted by 
petition. ESL stands for “English as a 
Second Language.” The School Board 
reluctantly voted not to support this pe-
tition article. 

The Board discussed funding this 
new position, along with several other 
new positions, as the budget was being 
prepared. In an effort to keep the school 
budget increase as small as possible, 
new positions were not supported. 

Additionally, the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School is maxed out. 
There would not be appropriate space 
available at this time for this new pro-
gram. There will be ample opportunity 
to consider establishing this educational 
program during discussion of potential 
expansions at the school.

If you have specifi c questions, please 
contact any of the Andover School Board 
members. Their names can be found at 
the Andover Elementary/Middle School 
Web site at www.andover.k12.nh.us.

The Andover School District Meet-
ing will be held on March 6 at 7 PM at 
the Andover Elementary/Middle School 
Gymnasium. Please plan on attending.

School  from page 5
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Warrant Articles For Town Meeting 2006
The following are the warrant ar-

ticles that Town Meeting 2006 will vote 
on. Background information is pro-
vided, where appropriate, in square 
brackets [].

Town Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on 
Tuesday, March 14 in the Andover El-
ementary/Middle School gym.
Warrant Article 1

To choose the necessary offi cers for 
the ensuing year.

[This happens by ballot voting at AE/
MS from 11:30 AM to 7:30 PM on March 
14. See the article on page 1 for details 
about the ballot.]
Warrant Article 2

To see if the town will vote to estab-
lish a Capital Reserve Fund under the 
provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose 
of purchasing a new police cruiser and 
to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$6,000 to be placed in this fund and to 
designate the Selectmen as agents to 
expend. (Recommended by the Select-
men and by the Budget Committee.)

[Last year we replaced the older of our 
two police cruisers. This article starts the 
process of saving some money each year 
so we can replace the other cruiser four 
years from now, when it will be eight years 
old.]
Warrant Article 3

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $245,000 
to purchase a new road grader and to 
authorize the withdrawal of $165,000 
from the Capital Reserve Fund pre-
viously established for that purpose. 
(Recommended by the Selectmen and 
by the Budget Committee.)

[We “raise and appropriate” the entire 
sum because that’s the legal language the 
State requires us to use. We’ve already got 
$165,000 set aside in a Capital Reserve 
Fund. This article adds $80,000 from this 
year’s budget to that amount so we can 
purchase a new road grader.]
Warrant Article 4

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to 
be added to the bridge rehabilitation 
Capital Reserve Fund previously estab-
lished. (Recommended by the Select-
men and by the Budget Committee.)

[We’ve already got $10,000 set aside in 
a Capital Reserve Fund for repairing Town-
owned bridges. This article adds $20,000 
from this year’s budget to that amount.]
Warrant Article 5

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $52,000 
to purchase a new trash trailer for 
the transfer station and to authorize 
the withdrawal of the entire balance 

of approximately $30,000 from the 
Capital Reserve Fund previously es-
tablished for that purpose. (Recom-
mended by the Selectmen and by the 
Budget Committee.)

[We “raise and appropriate” the entire 
sum because that’s the legal language the 
State requires us to use. We’ve already 
got about $30,000 set aside in a Capital 
Reserve Fund. This article adds $22,000 
from this year’s budget to that amount so 
we can purchase a new trash trailer.]
Warrant Article 6

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $4,000 for 
the purpose of repairing monuments 
and fi xtures in the Lake View and Lake 
Side Cemeteries. This will be a special 
non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, 
VI, and will not lapse until the restora-
tion is completed or December 31, 2011, 
whichever is sooner. (Recommended 
by the Selectmen and by the Budget 
Committee.)

[The “non-lapsing” language in this ar-
ticle is special legal language that we use 
when we appropriate money for a project 
that may not be completed by the end of 
the year.]
Warrant Article 7

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $24,000 as 
the town’s share of the cost to rehabili-
tate the bridge on Bradley Lake Road 
over the Hameshop Brook. (Recom-
mended by the Selectmen and by the 
Budget Committee.)

[The State is picking up 80% of the 
cost of repairing this Town-owned bridge. 
The $24,000 represents our 20% share.]
Warrant Article 8

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of One Mil-
lion, One Hundred Forty Four Thou-
sand, Two Hundred Thirty Nine Dollars 
($1,144,239.00) for general municipal 
operations. This article does not include 
appropriations voted in other warrant 
articles. (Recommended by the Select-
men and by the Budget Committee.)

[This is our usual “approve the budget” 
warrant article. The amount mentioned 
does not include any of the amounts men-
tioned in any of the other warrant articles. 
The amounts of all the warrant articles 
that pass get added together to determine 
the fi nal 2006 Town budget.]
Warrant Article 9

To see if the town will vote to estab-
lish a Police Safety Detail Revolving 
Fund pursuant to RSA 31:95-h. The 
revenue received from fees and charges 
for police detail services remaining af-
ter deducting all costs associated with 

providing those services shall be al-
lowed to accumulate from year to year, 
shall not be considered to be part of the 
town’s unreserved general fund bal-
ance, and shall be expended only after a 
vote of town meeting.

[This article is about the money we re-
ceive from road contractors and the State 
to pay our police offi cers for directing traf-
fi c at road construction sites. A new State 
law  gives us the option to manage that 
money separately from the Town’s General 
Fund, which makes the process more ef-
fi cient. This article must pass before we 
can take advantage of the new State law.]
Warrant Article 10

To see if the town will vote, under 
the provisions of RSA 72:37-b to modi-
fy the exemption from property tax for 
the disabled in the Town of Andover, 
based on assessed value, for qualifi ed 
taxpayers, to be $30,000. To qualify, 
the person must be eligible under Title 
II or Title XVI of the federal Social Se-
curity Act, must occupy the property as 
his principle place of abode, must own 
the property individually or jointly, or 
if owned by such person’s spouse, they 
must have been married for at least fi ve 
years. In addition, the taxpayer must 
have a net income of not more than 
$19,300; or if married, a combined in-
come of less than $28,900; and own net 
assets not in excess of $50,000, exclud-
ing the value of the person’s residence.

[This article brings our policies for tax 
exemptions for the disabled more into line 
with the policies of other New Hampshire 
towns of our size.]
Warrant Article 11

To see if the town will vote, under 
the provisions of RSA 72:39-a to modi-
fy the elderly exemption from property 
tax in the Town of Andover, based on 
assessed value, for qualifi ed taxpayers, 
to be as follows: for a person 65 year 
of age up to 75 years, $20,000; for a 
person 75 years of age up to 80 years, 
$40,000; for a person 80 years of age 
or older, $50,000. To qualify, the person 
must have been a New Hampshire resi-
dent for at least fi ve years, own the real 
estate individually or jointly, or if the 
real estate is owned by such person’s 

spouse, they must have been married 
for at least fi ve years. In addition, the 
taxpayer must have a net income of 
not more than $20,800; or if married, a 
combined income of less than $30,300; 
and own net assets not in excess of 
$50,000, excluding the value of the per-
son’s residence.

[This article brings our policies for tax 
exemptions for the elderly more into line 
with the policies of other New Hampshire 
towns of our size.]
Warrant Article 12

To see if the town will vote to des-
ignate all of Chase Hill Road as a Sce-
nic Road under the provisions of RSA 
231:157 & 158, for the purposes of pro-
tection and enhancing the scenic beauty 
of the Town of Andover. (Submitted by 
petition.)
Warrant Article 13

To see if the voters will vote to estab-
lish an ordinance restricting the taking 
of real property by eminent domain and 
the taking of personal property without 
a two thirds vote of the voters at a regu-
lar town meeting for each taking. (Sub-
mitted by petition.)

[The Department of Revenue has ad-
vised the Town that this article, if passed, 
would have no effect, as a Town ordinance 
cannot change a procedure already set 
out in state law, which the taking of prop-
erty by eminent domain is.]
Warrant Article 14

To see if the town will vote to re-
name the ball fi eld at Blackwater Park 
the Howard George Ball Field. (Sub-
mitted by petition.)

[See the letter to the Beacon on page 2 
for background supplied by Jim Emerson, 
the petitioner.]
Warrant Article 15

To see if the town will vote to re-
classify 625 +/- feet of Hoyt Road from 
Class VI to a Class V conditioned on 
this section of road being brought up to 
current town road specifi cations. (Sub-
mitted by petition.)

[See the Town Forum on page ?? for 
background information on this article.]
Warrant Article 16

To transact any other business that 
may legally come before this meeting.

Must have a clean driving record, a valid NH Must have a clean driving record, a valid NH 
driver’s license, and a suitable vehicledriver’s license, and a suitable vehicle
Call 735-5483 or see PostmasterCall 735-5483 or see Postmaster

HELP
WANTED

Part-time Rural CarrierPart-time Rural Carrier
Andover Post Offi ceAndover Post Offi ce

Saturdays and as neededSaturdays and as needed
$13.00 per hour to start$13.00 per hour to start
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TOWN FORUM - HOYT ROAD
In this Town Forum, the petitioners, 

the Selectmen, and the East Andover Fire 
Department debate Warrant Article 15.
The Petitioners

We, Brian and Victoria Tilton, having 
been residents of Andover for the past 
20 years, would like to build a single-
family home on six acres at the end of 
Hoyt Road. However, Town ordinances 
require 250 feet of Town-maintained 
road frontage to achieve this goal.

We currently live on Route 11 and, 
having two small children, would like 
to relocate somewhere within this side 
of town that will remove us from such 
high-speed traffi c, thereby allowing a 
safer daily environment for our children 
to play and grow in.

By upgrading the road to Class 5, 
which will be fully fi nanced by us, we 
are increasing the tax base for the town. 
We also fully intend to respect and 
carefully adhere to all environmental 
and historical laws when we upgrade 
the road to meet the Town specifi cation 
requirements. 

We would like to thank all town 
members for their consideration of our 
request.

Andover Board of Selectmen
This year the Town is being peti-

tioned to reclassify a further 625 feet 
of Hoyt Road from Class 6 to Class 5 
so that a home can be built there. This 
is a proper subject for Town Meeting to 
decide. Before voters make that deci-
sion they should consider the following 
factors.

Based on US Geological Survey 
topographical maps, the road’s grade 
looks to be about 16% (a 16-foot rise 
every 100 feet), which is far in excess 
of the 8% specifi ed by both Town 
regulations for new subdivision roads 
(which regulations are used for all 
new and upgraded roads) and by the 
National Fire Protection Association’s 
Standard for Water Supplies for Sub-
urban and Rural Fire Fighting, both of 
which are based on safe travel condi-
tions for emergency equipment.

Such a steep grade will mean more 
expensive winter and summer main-
tenance, and at some risk to workmen 
and equipment, especially in winter 
conditions.

Several hundred feet of the con-
necting Class 5 part of Hoyt Road are 
presently single-lane, impossible for 
fi re trucks or other vehicles to pass one 
another. That part of the road would 
also have to be upgraded at the ex-

pense of the applicants, the abutters, or 
the Town.

Extending the road as requested 
would further open large tracts of land 
in Andover and possibly in Franklin 
as well to residential development, at 
greater cost to Andover’s educational 
and other public services.
East Andover Fire Department 

The 16% grade is an issue. Try-
ing to get up a slope that steep in bad 
weather may not be possible. During 
good weather we could make it, though 
slowly. 

The greater concern for Fire and 
Rescue is the long one-lane dead-end 
road. Water for fi re suppression would 
need to be trucked in on a road with no 
way out. We would be forced to send 
one truck to the scene laying its own 
feeder line. No additional trucks would 
be able to assist after the line is placed 
in the road. 

This is a violation of National Fire 
Protection Association standards, so 
we would be required to fi ght the fi re 
from the outside of the building. As we 
are aggressive fi re fi ghters, we would 
try to get inside to do a better job. The 
result is greater risk for our emergency 
responders. 

It would be better if there were a road 
that was two lanes wide.

Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

An Invitation:
If you are looking for a religious community in which to seek spiritual growth…
If you are eager to consider religious questions with others who are not always certain

they have the answers but who are determined to keep searching for them…
If you would like the fellowship of others for celebration and worship, discussion, and

education, friendship, and mutual support…
If you want children to develop their own religious beliefs…
If you wish to preserve and extend the traditions of personal freedom and human

dignity against the dangers they face today…

WE THINK YOU SHOULD GET TO KNOW US.

Come and join us on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM At the Stone Chapel, 
Proctor Academy, Andover, NH.  Directions are on our website.

For information, contact
The Rev. Emily Burr at
603 540-2487.

Our website is
www.kuufnh.org

Our People 
Make The Difference
Any insurance agency can sell 
you insurance, but when you’re 
looking for an expert in a par-
ticular type of insurance, call the 
A.W. Frost Agency, Inc.

Whether you need personal, busi-
ness, professional, life, or other 
insurance services, call one of 
our “specialists”... in a fi eld where 
“people make the difference.”

526-2464 Got News?  
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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Supervisor of the 
Checklist

Arthur Urie
Sup e r v i so r s 

of the Checklist 
basically shuffl e 
paper. They make 
sure that every po-
tential voter has 
completed and 
signed a registration form with current 
address, party affi liation, and other nec-
essary information. For those not pre-
viously registered, the Supervisors add 
new voters to the checklist on the day of 
election. My primary qualifi cations are 
that I have some experience shuffl ing 
paper – both as a real estate agent and 
from experience on the board of super-
visors (I think 10 years – fi rst appointed 
to fi ll an unexpired term in 1996).

I keep agreeing to do it because I 
think that easy access to the ballot is es-
sential in democracy. I want to be sure 
that voters are given accurate informa-
tion, have questions answered, and get 
treated with courtesy and respect. Of 
course, I also enjoy the opportunity to 
meet and talk with people. Making sure 

Board of Selectmen

James Delaney
I have lived in Andover for the ma-

jority of my life except for the four years 
I was in the Marine Corps and the few 
years following my discharge.

I own Pine View Haven group home 
with my wife of 31 years, Dee. We 
have three sons, all of whom grew up 
in Andover. James Jr. is a correctional 
offi cer in Merrimack County. Bryan is 
attending school for radiology in San 
Diego. Danny lives here in Andover.

I’d like to be your selectman because 
it is a way of giving back to the commu-
nity. I’ll give it 100% effort and would 
like your vote come election day.

Roger Godwin
This is an im-

portant election. 
In the next three 
years, we will fi n-
ish the Master 
Plan Update and 
consider changes 
to our zoning ordinance and related 
regulations. Those changes will shape 
our town for the next 10, 20, perhaps 
40 years. It is vital that we do it right. 
I think we should all volunteer our ser-
vices to steer this big boat we share. My 
experience as a Selectman and member 
of the Planning Board and of the Budget 
and Cable Television committees make 
this the way I can be of most value to 
the town.

Few of us like patting ourselves on 
the back, so I’ll do it just this once. Here 
goes: Having written the cell tower and 
growth regulation ordinances and vari-
ous other regulations, as well as nego-
tiating the cable television franchise 
and many other agreements, I’ve found 
that my background as a CPA, business 
lawyer, and economic development 
banker can be very useful in position-
ing the town to deal with its problems. 
And adding respect for people, respect 
for the rules that we all must follow, re-

spect for tradition, and as big a dollop of 
common sense as possible, is the magic 
ingredient.

This year’s equipment and infra-
structure replacement warrant articles 
– road grader, trash trailer, bridge 
– will, if adopted, do much to cure the 
town’s shortages. Then we can focus 
on where we want to be, including 
how to motivate more volunteerism 
and keep the community spirit in our 
town. I would like to help Andover 
reach those goals.

Peter Zak
Resident for 16 

years ... Owner of 
Highland Lake 
Apple Farm in 
East Andover ... 
previous select-
man for one term.

Memberships:
• New Hampshire Farm Bureau, 

Merrimack County
• Merrimack Co-op Extension - Mas-

ter Gardener Program
• New Hampshire Fruit Growers and 

Small Vegetable Growers Associa-
tion

• New Hampshire Bee Keepers As-
sociation

• Wilmot Farmers Market
• Andover Historical Society
• Andover Conservation Committee

The reason why I wish to run for the 
selectman’s position is that I would like 
to introduce a voluntary term limit poli-
cy on all elected positions in town.

If you have term limits for elected 
positions, this would open up more op-
portunities for new candidates and new 
ideas. I believe more citizens would be-
come interested in local politics. Once 
an incumbent candidate becomes a 
permanent fi xture in town politics, then 
it is very hard to vote them out. Con-
sequently, citizens lose interest in the 
running of the town’s normal activities 
and duties. There are talented people in 
town who would like to run for public 
offi ce but never take the opportunity 
due to fears and lack of support from 
the community. All incumbents have 
the advantage.

So I say to the new people interested 
in town politics - step up and become 
involved. In a democracy you should 
not fear the incumbent. We need more 
candidates, freedom of choice, and vol-
untary agreement with all candidates 
that they only run for the maximum of 
three consecutive terms.

ON THE BALLOT - TOWN MEETING 2006ON THE BALLOT - TOWN MEETING 2006
The Beacon asked every candidate running for offi ce to submit 250 words and a picture. Here’s what we received.

See Ballot  on page 10

VOTEVOTE
FOR Andover’s FOURTH OF JULY 

PARADE THEME
On Tuesday, March 14, cast your vote 

between 11:30 AM and 7:30 PM at the AE/MS gym. 

PARADE THEME CANDIDATES
 Famous Americans
 Folklore Heroes
 Frontier Days
 The Fabulous ’50s
 Fun in the Sun
 Music Over the Years
 Olympic Spirit

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call

735-5444

LakeFarm.com
AndoverArea.com
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that new voters are warmly welcomed 
is, I think, important.

The specifi cs of the job keep chang-
ing. The registration form has been 
changed to include more information. 
The process of developing a master 
checklist for the whole state continues. 
The plan is that it will soon be possible 
to check with the Secretary of State’s 
offi ce to determine instantly if someone 
is registered to vote in another town. I 
am not sure I am looking forward to 
working the kinks out of that system, 
but it should be interesting. You can be 
sure that I will make sure that there is a 
backup system – I refuse to tell anyone, 
“You cannot register or vote today be-
cause the computer is down.”

Voting is important. I enjoy helping 
make it as easy as possible.

Budget Committee

Sharon Darling
I moved to Andover in Septem-

ber 1997, just before the 100-Year Ice 
Storm, and became a member of the 
Andover Service Club almost immedi-
ately. I have the good fortune of being 
married to Charlie Darling, publisher of 
The Andover Beacon and station man-
ager of Cable Channel 8, our commu-
nity access station.

My education was in accounting 
and computer science. After working 
in the computer industry for several 
years training CPAs and attorneys to 
computerize their businesses, Charlie 
and I formed a custom computer soft-

ON THE BALLOT - TOWN MEETING 2006ON THE BALLOT - TOWN MEETING 2006
The Beacon asked every candidate running for offi ce to submit 250 words and a picture. Here’s what we received.

Ballot  from page 9 ware company that specialized in help-
ing businesses solve their accounting 
problems. My area of expertise is in 
integrating inventory, costing, and as-
set management into full-function ac-
counting systems.

Our business devised systems that 
solved inventory tracking problems for 
diverse companies – prototype manu-
facturers, just-in-time suppliers to the 
auto industry, or orange juice process-
ing plants, to name a few. We helped 
track inventory and costs in unusual sit-
uations, from an all-you-can-eat restau-
rant to cold storage facilities that don’t 
own their inventory. This experience 
made me one who wants to understand 
what makes up each line on a fi nancial 
statement.

Each year at Town Meeting I discuss 
the budget with Bill Leber, who ends 
each of those conversations by telling 
me, “Run for the Budget Committee.” 
I am taking his advice so I can fi nally 
help determine how our town uses its 
resources.

Library Trustee

James Danforth
Currently, I am one of the State Rep-

resentatives for Merrimack 6th District 
which includes the Town of Andover. 
Previously, I worked for an internation-
al fi rm marketing specialty facilities. 
An example of this work is the Nomad-
ic Museum currently located in Santa 
Monica, California (AshesAndSnow.org/
en/exhibition/nomadic-museum.php). 

My undergraduate degree is from the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst 

and I attended high school in Boston. I 
spent my summers here in Andover in 
the ’70s and ’80s and moved here per-
manently in 1999.

My interest in education, volunteer-
ism, and a love of reading is why I am 
running for Library Trustee.

Eileen Neville
Many of you might know me from 

my job at the Town Hall in the Select-
men’s offi ce or my volunteer work at the 
Andover Public Library.

My husband and I moved from Mas-
sachusetts to the seacoast area of New 
Hampshire in 1981. In 1986 we moved 
to Andover. In the early ‘90s I began 
volunteering at the Andover Public Li-
brary, which I continue to do today. I 
have served as a member of the Library 
Trustees for the past four years. I’m 
presently the Chairperson.

With your help I will serve another 
three years. I would appreciate your 
voting for me on March 14. Thank you.

Diane Rice
A library is 

one of the many 
great strengths of 
this community. 
It brings together 
both children and 
adults in a place 
where they can learn and share ideas 
together. It can be the source and inspi-
ration for the future, for refl ecting on 
the past and enhancing the everyday. 
It allows people to explore the world of 
ideas through the written word as well 
as the electronic media, and permits our 
townspeople to grow with the times.

As an individual who has been in 
education for many years, I have cho-
sen to apply for the position of Trustee 
because I fi rmly believe in a commit-
ment to provide the best opportunities 
for all. I will endeavor to assure the con-
tinued vitality of the two libraries that 
our town is so fortunate to have.

Trustee of Trust Funds

Howard Wilson
My name is Tree. I seek the seat as 

Trustee of Trust Funds. I will do the 
best I can for the funds entrusted to the 
Trustees of Trust Funds.

School Board

Robin Boyton
I am seeking re-

election because I 
believe the current 
Board provides 
strong leadership 
for the District and 
accountability to 
the taxpayers while remaining true to 
the mission and values of public educa-
tion. My three years of service on the 
Board have convinced me that we have 
an exceptional community school and 
as a community we are committed to 
providing the support necessary to 
maintain it. For the past several years, 
we have been involved in needed dis-
cussion to balance increasing tuition 
costs, program mandates and space 
needs. As a result, student performance 
has been steadily improving, and some 
much-needed school site renovations 

A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics
276 Newport Road

The Gallery, Suite 107
New London

526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net

Kathleen M. Kidder, ARNPKathleen M. Kidder, ARNP
Leigh Bears, ARNPLeigh Bears, ARNP
Elizabeth Rinehart, ARNPElizabeth Rinehart, ARNP

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate

Going Away?
Worried About 

Leaving Your Best Friend?

         Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises 24x7 • 735-6083

Call

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is Andover’s most eagerly read source of good news 
from Andover, East Andover, West Andover, Potter Place, and 

Cilleyville. It is mailed every month to over 1,100 households in 
Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team or visit 
AndoverBeacon.com

Judy Evans Judy Evans 
735-5331 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
735-5454

Tina Barton Tina Barton 
735-6476

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $182 $102 $54 $19

Eighth page $374 $210 $111 $39
Quarter page $662 $372 $196 $69

Half page $1,334 $750 $396 $139
Full page $2,486 $1,398 $738 $259

Pre-printed insert $1,334 $750 $396 $139
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agement, my professional life offers 
opportunities to work at the local, re-
gional, and at the national level. I have 
the ability to work hand in hand along 
with leading to assist in development 
and management.

I have the highest respect for educa-
tion as well as an appreciation for the 
need to offer it at a reasonable cost. I 
believe this diversity to be an asset to 
the Board and the committee. I have a 
child in each of the preschool, elemen-
tary, middle, and high school levels of 
our District. I am confi dent that our 
children will continue to benefi t from 
a sound education in a healthy learning 
environment. I look forward to continu-
ing to serve in our community. I would 
appreciate your vote on March 14.

David Powers
For some time 

I have consid-
ered running for a 
School Board seat. 
With a son, Madi-
son, (fi fth grade), 
a daughter, Bailey, 
(third grade), and another son, Myles, 
(kindergarten, fall 2006), the time 
seems right. I feel it is important to take 
an active role in our children’s lives and 
in their education.

I am a long-time resident of Andover, 
and I am actively involved in youth 
sports as a baseball/basketball coach 
and referee and as treasurer of Andover 
Youth Baseball.

There are many diffi cult decisions 
ahead for the School Board and the citi-
zens of Andover:

• fi nding a reasonable and affordable 

solution regarding the possible re-ne-
gotiation of our current contract with 
Merrimack Valley High School

• negotiation of a new contract for 
our high school students

• a long-range plan for an aging fa-
cility

• the real need for more space, either 
by renovation or addition

• how to retain our qualifi ed and car-
ing classroom teachers and staff. 

These issues, along with continually 
under-funded federal mandates, will re-
quire some tough choices. 

Our School Board has always strived 
to fi nd a workable balance between the 
needs of our children and the impact on 
the residents of Andover. With your sup-
port, I would like to be a part of fi nding 
the solutions to these and the other chal-
lenges that lie ahead. I would urge all of 
you to take the time to visit AE/MS and 
Merrimack Valley High School and see 
the wonderful things going on. Thank 
you for your consideration.

School District Meeting 
Moderator

William Bardsley
Andover voters have been kind enough 

are in the works.
Every child needs the best educa-

tion the community can afford, so it is 
important that when we suffer cutbacks 
in funding we do not make comparable 
cuts to programs and staff. We must be 
prepared to pay more locally to main-
tain the educational system. But, this 
cannot be done regardless of cost; at the 
same time we must look for savings.

Everyone deserves an opportunity to 
help shape the future of our school and as 
your representative I remain accessible 
and open to your suggestions. I bring to 
the Board a willingness to study the is-
sues fully and ask good questions of the 
administration; and the ability to make 
informed decisions based on knowledge 
of educational issues, good fi scal man-
agement skills, and common sense.

Thank you for your confi dence in elect-
ing me three years ago. I look forward to 
your continued support on March 14.

Renee Goodwin
Over the last few years, I have had 

the opportunity to meet many members 
of our community during my involve-
ment in several programs and organiza-
tions. For those of you whom I have not 
had the pleasure, this will serve as an 
introduction. I am currently serving on 
the School Board in an interim position. 
I have been thrust into topics of annual 
budget, tuition increases, and the facil-
ity study. I am enjoying the learning 
process and patience of the Board as 
they address my inquisitive nature. It is 
an asset in the process because of my 
need to investigate every aspect and av-
enue of the issues presented.

With my certifi cate in project man-

ON THE BALLOT - TOWN MEETING 2006ON THE BALLOT - TOWN MEETING 2006
The Beacon asked every candidate running for offi ce to submit 250 words and a picture. Here’s what we received.

to choose me as School District modera-
tor for more than 30 years – or maybe is 
it that nobody else wants the job?

In prior years, I normally have left 
this choice up to write-ins. Last year, 
however, my margin over Ed Becker, 
our Town moderator, was just one vote. 
Ed does an outstanding job, he and I 
are friends, and we have a happy rela-
tionship splitting Andover’s moderator 
duties. Nevertheless, I do enjoy being a 
moderator, so just to preclude surprises 
I fi led for the position this year.

I explain to the voters present at each 
year’s School District meeting that they 
have the ultimate authority, that they can 
overrule any moderator’s ruling by ma-
jority vote. Citizens need to know that 
Town and School District meetings are 
not infomercials. The meetings are leg-
islative bodies which hold real power. 

A moderator’s responsibilities are 
to keep the meeting on track and mov-
ing along, maintain order and a respect-
ful atmosphere, and supervise the votes, 
which latter includes being sure that the 
parliamentary procedure is always clear 
to the voters. None of this is hard to do in 
Andover, and I will be pleased to contin-
ue to serve as School District moderator.

I do wish more citizens would attend 
both School District and Town meetings.

Hurry out to Peter Christian’s Tavern
Since 1975, we have been noted for the best of everything.
Stews, soups, quiches and desserts. PC’s is the place to be.

Open 7 days a week, 11:30 AM ’til closing • 526-4042

Main Street, New London www.peterchristianstavern.com

 Beat  Beat 
CabinCabin  Fever!Fever!

Lost in a Sea of Paper?
Can’t fi nd items you need?

I can help you.
Kendel Currier • 735-5089

Get-Organized Consultant and Clutter Counselor

MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

Save time and lower your stress! Have 
your vehicles repaired and serviced by 
local experts. Only ASE Certifi ed and 
ASE Master Technicians with state-of-
the-art equipment work on your vehi-
cle. SUVs are our specialty.

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle

For an appointment: 526-6231 or
Dave@MarshallsGarage.com

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips
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MORE TOWN REPORTS
The annual Town Report includes 

reports from all the Town committees, 
boards, commissions, and other entities 
that form our local government. It also 
includes reports from some agencies and 
organizations that serve our community. 

To round out this annual update, the 
Beacon asked over 20 other organiza-
tions that serve our community for a 
short report on their activities in 2005. 
Here, in alphabetical order, is “the rest 
of the Town Report.”

Andover After School Program
Andover Five Alive Program

Both the Andover After School Pro-
gram (AASP) and the Andover Five 
Alive Program (AFAP) have enjoyed a 
wonderfully successful year. We have 
eight kindergarteners in the Five Alive 
Program and 23 children registered in 
the After School Program. All of the chil-
dren enjoy the many games, toys, books, 
and art and craft supplies we provide, as 
well as learning about each others’ lives. 
Many new friendships have developed 
among the different age groups.

We are centrally located, right next 
to the school at the Hamp House, allow-
ing the children access to many after-
school activities, as well as fi eld trips 
to the public library, police and fi re 
departments, and nature walks around 

our community.
We are a non-profi t organization that 

benefi ts greatly from the generosity of 
many parents and local citizens. We 
have several fundraisers each year, and 
post a Wish List of small items needed. 
All donations are greatly appreciated.

We have added the benefi t of several 
Proctor Academy students who come 
and volunteer their time with the children 
as a community service. All involved en-
joy getting to know each other.

If you’d like to learn more about us 
or make a donation, please call 735-
6566 or stop by anytime.

The Andover Beacon
The Beacon made good progress on 

all three of its key challenges in 2005. 
Volunteers: Just look at all the by-

lines and photo credits, and look at the 
masthead on page 2, and you’ll see how 
enthusiastically people are volunteering 
to help the Beacon.

Members: We attracted about 150 
members in our fi rst year of publishing. 
Starting in October we set a goal of 300 
members in Year 2. 

Ads: We built our advertiser base to 
about 60 paid ads in every issue.

This year promises to be even better. 
As of February 22 we’ve reached 

our membership goal of 300 new or re-

newing members. While we’ll happily 
accept new and renewal memberships 
from Beacon supporters who didn’t 
“get a round tuit” before now, we won’t 
be putting a big emphasis on member-
ships until it’s time to set a new goal for 
memberships for 2007.

Instead, the emphasis will be on 
growing our advertiser base, which ac-
counts for about two-thirds of our rev-
enue. Another dozen or so ads per issue 
is a key goal for 2006.

Finally, we need more “behind the 
scenes” volunteers. We’ve had fantastic 
support from the community in writ-
ing articles and taking pictures, and we 
greatly appreciate it. Now we need help 
with production; fi nancial management; 
volunteer management; fundraising; 
and the many other “behind the scenes” 
activities that all contribute to the Bea-
con appearing magically in your mail-
box every month.

Thank you for a fantastic 2005! If 
you’d like to help make 2006 even better, 
please contact us at Mail@AndoverBeacon.
com or 735-6099.

Andover Historical Society
The Andover Historical Society was 

formed in 1982 to collect, preserve, 
conserve, display, and share items, ar-
tifacts, and information on Andover’s 
history.

In 2005, there were more than 500 
visitors to the Potter Place Station Mu-
seum and Old Country Store. The spe-
cial exhibitions on Andover schools and 
education were particularly apt since 
the only remaining one room school-
house in Andover, the Tucker Mountain 
School (1837), belongs to the Society 
and was open for visiting the second 
Sunday of each summer month.

Meetings in June and October were 
well attended. The fi rst featured Profes-
sor Richard Wilson speaking on Vic-
torian architecture in New Hampshire. 
At the second a representative from the 
New Hampshire Aviation Historical 
Society spoke on the new Airport Mu-
seum in Manchester.

The annual Fair on August 1 was 

the most successful Fair in the history 
of the Society. Many came to enjoy the 
fl ea market, auction, food and drink, 
farmers’ market, children’s games, and 
rides on the old railroad pumper car.

In September the Society sponsored 
a historic walk in the Cilleyville district 
and up Kearsarge Mountain Road.

This year’s Fair will be renamed the 
Andover Old Time Fair at Potter Place 
and will take place on August 6. This 
year’s theme for the museum exhibitions 
will be Oral History. In the spring, Thorn-
ton Wilder’s Our Town will be presented 
as a fundraiser, and in the fall there will 
be a presentation by Judith Moyer of It 
Had To Be Done So We Did It.

To join the Andover Historical Soci-
ety, please send a check to PO Box 167, 
Andover 03216. Membership categories 
are Individual, $10; Family, $15; Donor 
$50; Life Member, $150 for one person, 
$200 for two.

Andover Lions Club
The Andover Lions Club recently 

celebrated its 50th year of service to the 
Andover/Danbury area. Its motto of “We 
Serve” exemplifi es the club’s function of 
a strong commitment to providing aid to 
the community in many ways.

Funds are directed to important com-
munity services such as: Andover Am-
bulance Fund, Danbury “Jaws of Life,” 
Andover Little League, the Andover 
Ball Field Improvement Project, and for 
playground equipment for the Danbury 
Elementary School.

The Club also contributes to New 
Hampshire Lions’ activities such as 
Operation Kids Sight, the New Hamp-
shire Lions Sight and Hearing Founda-
tion, and Twin State Soccer.

The Andover Lions Club provides eye 
examinations, glasses, and hearing aids 
to individuals in the community who 
need these services and who lack the 
fi scal resources to procure them. Each 
year school children in the Andover 
and Danbury Elementary Schools are 
screened to bring attention to possible 
eye and/or hearing concerns.

Local students who pursue post-sec-

Y O U R  C O M P L E T E  H O M E  &  B U I L D I N G  C E N T E R Andover, NH 735-5544
Sunapee, NH 763-9070

R�
 P� JOHNSON

& SON

www.rpjohnsons.com
mail@rpjohnsons.com

SE RVICE YOU CAN BU I LD ON SI NCE 1901

Monday - Saturday 7am - 5pm
Closed Sunday

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Airless Paint Sprayer
Appliance Dollie
Belt Sander 3" x 21"
Bender-Brake 10'
Broadcast Spreader 75 lb
Brush Cutter 8"
Carpet Extractor
Cellulose Insulation Blower
Cement Mixer
Circular Saw 16"
Clear Water Pump
Demolition Jack Hammer
Drum Floor Sander
Electric Fish Tape 50'
Floor Edge Nailer
Floor Edger Disc 7"
Generator
Grass Trimmer
Hand Bottle Jack
Lawn Roller 24"
Leaf Blower
Linoleum Roller 100 lbs
Log Splitter 20 ton
Log Splitter 30 ton
Manual Tile Cutter 8"
Masonry Saw 14"
Orbital Floor Sander
Panel Lift
Pipe Cutter 4" – 6"
Pneumatic Finish Nailer
Pneumatic Floor Nailer
Pneumatic Frame Nailer
Pneumatic Roof Nailer
Pneumatic Siding Nailer
Post Hole Auger
Power Broom
Power Trowel 36"
Pressure Washer 2500 psi
Rotary Hammer
Rotary Floor Buffer 16"
Rototiller 16"
Tent 20' x 20'
Tent 20' x 30'
Wall Paper Steamer
Wet Saw – Tile 8"
Wet Saw – Tile 10"

YES
WE

RENT
IT!

PLEASE VISIT

OUR EXTENSIVE

AND WELL

EQUIPPED RENTAL

CENTER AND

SAVE!

LADIES - The Andover Service 
Club Needs You!

For more information, call 
the ASC President at 735-5738 or the 

Membership Chair at 735-5349 or rfgs@tds.net.

Do you enjoy
• making friends?

• using your talents?
• helping your community?

Whether you’re 
single or married, 

working or retired...

Become a 
Member of 

the Andover 
Service Club
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STILL MORE TOWN REPORTS
ondary education are awarded scholar-
ships each year by the Andover Lions 
Club. The Club also awards $500 for 
the Jewett Scholarship, $500 for the 
John Thompson Scholarship and $250 
towards the Nic Meier Scholarship.

Funds are raised through activities 
such as the Andover Fourth of July Pan-
cake Breakfast, the Andover Lobster 
Bake , the annual Rose Sale, and a Co-
lumbus Day Yard Sale. One hundred per 
cent of the monies collected from these 
activities go to the funding and support 
of the above-mentioned activities.

The Andover Lions Club welcomes 
and encourages new members. Please 
contact Howard George at 735-5590 to 
express your interest in joining this im-
portant local organization.

Andover One Wheelers
The Andover One Wheeler Unicycle 

Team is an extra-curricular activity at the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School and 
is open to any Andover child. Started by 
former Physical Education Teacher Per-
cy Hill and most recently co-coached by 
Marj and Reggie Roy, the team has trav-
eled extensively throughout the eastern 
United States and to California, Canada, 
and Nassau, The Bahamas during its 15-
year history. 

The program consists of learners in 
three levels: Beginner, Intermediate, 
and Traveling Teams. There is renewed 
growth under the new leadership of 
Traveling Team Coach Shannon Gray; 
Learn to Ride/Intermediate Coach Di-
ane Adams; the school administration; 
and an active parent support group lead 
by team director Alan Hanscom. 

In addition to learning how to ride 
unicycles, program participants learn 
team work and commitment as well as 
how to represent their school and their 
town away from home. Long distance 
travel is the highlight of the Traveling 
Team’s year, and great care is taken to 
fi nd trips that are both fun and educa-
tional. Funding for the Traveling Team 
trips is obtained through appearance 
fees, generous town support, and contin-

uous year-round fund raising activities. 
The Traveling Team made 16 appear-

ances in 2005, including parades and 
demonstrations in Andover, Belmont, 
Boscawen, Concord, Hill, Laconia, New 
London, and Salisbury; Brattleboro, Ver-
mont; North Adams, Massachusetts; and 
at the West Virginia Strawberry Festival 
Parade in Buckhannon.

For more information, e-mail 
Andover_One_Wheelers@yahoo.com or 
call Alan Hanscom at 735-5972.

Andover Outing Club
Cross Country Skiing

The goal of the program is to intro-
duce children and their parents to nor-
dic skiing and to create a lifelong love 
of the sport. Children, ages 4 to 13, and 
their parents can learn to cross-country 
ski with a certifi ed Bill Koch League 
Coach at Andover’s Blackwater Ski 
Area, which has seven kilometers of 
groomed trails. Practices begin in De-
cember from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Practices 
have been highlighted by scavenger 
hunts, soccer on skis, capture the fl ag, 
and different age groups skiing on our 
trails together. Rental equipment is 
available to members.

The Club had its second annual fund-
raising Rib-Eye Dinner at the Proctor 
Dining Hall in November of 2005 earn-
ing $2,000, an increase of $400 over 
last year’s dinner.

AOC alumni Kris and Justin Free-
man took part in the  Olympics in To-
rino, Italy. AOC alumni Jed Hinkley 
and Carl Van Loan were Olympians 
four years ago and Van Loan went to 
Torino on the US Nordic Combined 
Team.

At the end of every season, all of the 
New England “Bill Kochers” and their 
families meet for the BKL Nordic Ski 
Festival in a weekend of relays, sprints, 
skate, and classic races with thousands 
of racers. In 2005, the event was held in 
western Massachussets. This year’s 2006 
festival will be held in Bethel, Maine. We 
encourage everyone who has an interest 

in skiing to join! For more information, 
contact Lynn Cox at 735-6411 or Peter 
Southworth at 735-5737.

Andover Outing Club
Ski Jumping

Children aged 6 to 13 with a season 
of skiing background can learn to ski 
jump at the Blackwater Ski Area with 
a USSA Certifi ed Coach. Jumping is 
done on a four-jump complex, the most 
modern in New Hampshire. Practices 
begin in December from 4 PM to 5:15 
PM on Mondays and Tuesdays. All ski 
jumpers can rent gear.

The jumping program is coached by 
Tim Norris, who has 35 years of experi-
ence and is devoted to making sure that 
children of all ability levels are equally 
nourished. All skiers start out the snow 
season with ski play on a gentle slope, 
which is both fun and excellent training. 
Our starter jump is a K10 with a takeoff 
about 8” high which has been success-
fully negotiated by a four year old.

Jumping meets are held during many 
weekends of the winter. The club is as 
inclusive as possible and any interested 
youngster who needs fi nancial support 
has received it.

Kids love practices because jumping 
is intrinsically fun and they get lots of 
personal attention. Parents enjoy the ca-

maraderie of the sport and the complete 
absence of the over-competitive tension 
that sometimes intrudes on youth sports. 
A few parents jump, too, and sometimes 
an older sibling gets involved.

For more information contact Tim 
Norris at 735-5369.

Cub Scouts
Cub Scout Pack 489 consists of boys 

from both Andover and Salisbury in 
kindergarten through fi fth grade. They 
are chartered by the Andover Congre-
gational Church in East Andover and 
belong to the Sunapee District, which is 
part of the Daniel Webster Council.

The goal of the Cub Scouts is to give 
the boys a sound and responsible foun-
dation in citizenship, character develop-
ment, and personal fi tness. This is ac-
complished through the many activities 
and achievements that are worked on, 
either at the pack meeting or at the three 
den meetings that are held each month. 

Some of the activities that the boys 
participate in each year include: a cam-
pout at Fenvale, Scouting for Food drive, 
Caroling at the Tilton Veterans Home, 
Pinewood Derby, Duck Box Conser-
vation at Fenvale, Blue/Gold Banquet, 
Friends of Scouting fund drive, Sunapee 
and Wannalancit Hike-a-thons, Raingut-
ter Regatta, Fourth of July Flag raising 

Linda’s back from Pfaff
with the latest line in sewing machines

Smart by Pfaff

CLEARANCE on other in stock machines starting @ $167.00

   The Constant Quilter
     corner Rte. 11 & Pancake Rd. Andover NH 735-4100

smart 300 e: embroidery machine with 200+ designs
  smart 200c: computerized, user friendly, affordable 

smart 100s: compact, lightweight, multi-featured

$799
$499
$299

Alan K. Thompson Insurance
For All

Your

Insurance

Needs

PO Box 190  • 10 Lawrence Street
Andover, NH  03216-0190

Ph:  603-735-5339  •  1-800-392-6532
Fax:  603-526-2903

insure@alankthompson.com

your Home

your Auto

your Business

your Finances

your Integrity

your Life

your Health

✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔

FLORIST & UNIQUE GIFTS
526-2401

1-888-526-2401

New London Shopping Center
LOCAL DELIVERY

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 Closed Sunday
Family Owned & Operated

Merry Meyer Plush Animals 
Unique Gifts • Orchids

Latex and Mylar Balloons
Green and Blooming Plants
Gourmet and Fruit Baskets

Dish and Bulb Gardens
-We deliver to Andover--We deliver to Andover-

Take Your First Breath of Take Your First Breath of 
Spring - At Christie’s!Spring - At Christie’s!

Come smell all the spring flowers, Come smell all the spring flowers, 
from tulips to hyacinth.from tulips to hyacinth.

Bring spring indoors with a Bring spring indoors with a 
beautiful bulb garden, or pick beautiful bulb garden, or pick 

from our large selection of from our large selection of 
fresh cut flowers.fresh cut flowers.

New spring gifts, cards, candles, New spring gifts, cards, candles, 
and outdoor accents and outdoor accents 

arriving now!arriving now!

Find Spring first at Christie’s!Find Spring first at Christie’s!
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and parade, Salisbury Old Home Day 
Parade, and Camp Carpenter Resident 
Camp or Singing Hills Day Camp.

The majority of the funding the 
pack receives is from popcorn sales. 
The boys can also earn Daniel Webster 
Council Scout Bucks that can be used at 
the Manchester Scout Shop or towards 
camp registration fees, as well as gift 
cards from Wal-Mart depending on the 
amount of popcorn they sell. This year 
the Pinewood Derby was sponsored by 
RP Johnson and Sons, with additional 
contributions by Pizza Chef, Frenette’s, 
Mike Barton, and various judges.

If you would like your child to join 
Cub Scouts or would like to be a volun-
teer, please call Leighton Terwilliger at 
735-6502.

East Andover Village Preschool
The East Andover Village Preschool 

is in the midst of another successful 
school year. Our director, Doreen Per-
reault, and assistant teachers, Rebecca 
Smart and Carmen Bates, welcomed 
eight students to our three-year-old pro-
gram, 15 to our four-year-old program, 
and three to our fi ve-day program. The 
staff has created a wonderful environ-
ment where social and academic learn-
ing are disguised as fun activities.

Being a small non-profi t preschool, 

we know that our success is based on 
two factors, the fi rst being the wonder-
ful families enrolled in our preschool, 
and the second being the support of the 
community. We are grateful and would 
like to thank those in the community 
that have sent fi nancial support, hosted 
fi eld trips, donated classroom supplies, 
building supplies, and raffl e prizes, as 
well as those who have volunteered nu-
merous hours by helping with evening 
events, doing maintenance work, and 
being advisory board members.

As we look to the future, we know 
that the preschool’s success will con-
tinue to depend on community involve-
ment and support. Financial contribu-
tions – to help with classroom supplies 
and scholarships – are greatly needed 
and tax deductible. Besides fi nancial 
help, we are looking for community 
members who have fresh ideas and in-
sights on how we can continue to pro-
vide children with a safe and nurturing 
learning environment. 

If you are interested in joining our 
board, or making any type of contribu-
tion to our worthy organization, please 
contact our Director at 735-5105.

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail
The Friends of the Northern Rail 

Trail in Merrimack County (FNRT-

MC) is a non-profi t group dedicated 
to converting the abandoned Northern 
Line rail bed into an unpaved four-sea-
son multi-use trail. Our 34 mile portion, 
from Danbury to Concord, when con-
nected with the already renovated trail 
from Danbury to Lebanon, will be the 
longest four-season rail trail in NH.

In January, 2005 the FNRT-MC was 
incorporated as a 501(c)(3) non-profi t 
corporation. Our board includes Presi-
dent Bob Ward, Vice President Alex 
Bernhard, Treasurer Ed Dansereau, 
Secretary Myra Mayman, Tom Frantz, 
Nelson Lebo (since replaced by Peter 
Southworth) and Phyllis Taylor.

The fi rst trail section worked on was 
the stretch from Blackwater Park to 
Potter Place. With a $20,000 grant from 
the New Hampshire Department of Re-
sources and Economic Development, 
work on the trail continued throughout 
the summer.

Brush and trash were cleared by 
volunteers, the 3” ballast stones were 
pushed aside, hard-pack was spread and 
compacted, and 1.7 miles of new rail 
trail were opened offi cially on October 
30. About 150 people and pets attended 
the ribbon cutting at Blackwater Park, 
then walked or biked to the Andover 
Historical Society in Potter Place for a 
reception.

We have also submitted a grant pro-
posal for $206,000 to the Lakes Region 
Planning Commission to renovate the 
8.3 miles of trail from Potter Place to 
Danbury. 

FNRT-MC continues to rely on vol-
unteers and contributions. Send the lat-
ter to FNRT-MC, PO Box 154, Andover 
NH 03216. To volunteer, or for more in-
formation, call Bob Ward at 735-5061 
or rlward@tds.net

Girl Scouts
Andover currently has fi ve troop 

levels in Girl Scouting: Daisies (kinder-
garten), Brownies (grades 1-3), Juniors 
(grades 4-6), Cadettes (grades 7-8), and 
Seniors (grades 9-12).

The Andover Service Club is a spon-

sor of Girl Scouts, and we work on proj-
ects together, including the Fourth of 
July ice cream social and the Christmas 
tree lighting. Activities include: Girl 
Scout Thinking Day; Memorial Day pa-
rade in Wilmot; fl ag retiring ceremony 
on the Town Green on July 3; Fourth of 
July fl oat in the Andover parade; camp-
ing; Fall Fun Fest on the Town Green; 
mother-daughter holiday tea; and carol-
ing at local businesses. 

Out of town activities include over-
night camping at the Fisher Cats sta-
dium, camping at Camp Spaulding in 
Penacook, and attending a cookie rally 
and Manchester Monarchs game at the 
Verizon Arena.

Community service projects include: 
picking up trash at the skateboard park; 
a winter clothing drive for children; 
canned food drives; and providing the 
games for children at the Andover His-
torical Society’s fair in August. Girl 
Scouts also sponsored the fi rst School/
Community Night in September, where 
families could fi nd out about all the ex-
tra-curricular activities offered in town 
and at school.

Our biggest fund raising effort comes 
from our cookie sales. Each Troop earns 
a percentage of sales based on the num-
ber of boxes sold. This money is used 
for programs and activities and to pur-
chase recognitions. The girls can also 
earn individual “cookie dough” which 
can be used to purchase uniforms, fun 
patches, clothing, or camp fees. There 
were at least seven girls who attended 
Girl Scout camp last summer.

Kearsarge Community Band
The Kearsarge Community Band trac-

es its roots back to the New London Union 
Band formed in 1839 and to the New Lon-
don Cornet Band disbanded in 1941. In 
the spring of 1991 Colonel (Retired) John 
Baum founded the present-day Kearsarge 
Community Band. Our Band’s mission is 
to promote music education and to provide 
community musical entertainment.

Dr. Earl Lord, Director of the Kearsarge 
Community Band, is an award-winning 
conductor and music educator. Under his 

Call
MARIA
LAYCOX
934-9282

RE/MAX Intentions
780 CENTRAL ST • FRANKLIN

RE/MAX is here for all of 
ANDOVER’S Real Estate needs.

Work with the #1 Real Estate 
Company in the world! Where it’s Oktoberfest 

all year long

Serving award-winning 
German/Austrian Cuisine

Dining hours 
Wed. to Sat., 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Reservations suggested 
603 768-3318
67 NH Route 104, in Danbury
InnAtDanbury.com

The countdown to Oktoberfest – 
a special event each month!

HOW WOULD THE IRISH HOW WOULD THE IRISH 
CELEBRATE OKTOBERFEST?CELEBRATE OKTOBERFEST?

March 16, 5:30 to 7:30March 16, 5:30 to 7:30
$25 per person Prix Fixe$25 per person Prix Fixe

Reservations strongly suggestedReservations strongly suggested

Beer Soup, Salad and Beer Soup, Salad and 
Choice of Entree:Choice of Entree:

Boiled Beef DinnerBoiled Beef Dinner
Veal, Pork, or Wiener SchnitzelVeal, Pork, or Wiener Schnitzel

Three Brat Wurst PlateThree Brat Wurst Plate
Join Andover’s Steve ???? from Great 

State Beverages to vote for your favor-
ite German beer – win prizes!

Bill Keyser
PAINTING
Interior – Exterior

Think Spring & 
Get Ahead Now
Repainting Ceilings, 
Complete Rooms, 
and More

East Andover
735-5786

Snowmobile & ATV Registrations
Hunting & Fishing Licenses

CITGO Gas ~ Groceries ~ Green Mountain Coffee
Fresh Sandwiches & Deli Items

Great Local Gift Ideas
193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406
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leadership, the Band established its Team 
Musician Program, whereby inexperienced 
musicians are paired with experienced band 
members during rehearsals and concerts. 

During 2005 Nola Aldrich, fl utist, was 
accepted as a Resident Performer in a Flute 
Master Class. Dave Cook, clarinetist, and 
Lyle Schubert, trombonist, are lead mem-
bers of the Granite State Stompers. Dar-
lene Nevins, saxophonist, recorded her 
fi fth CD. 

Our 2005 concert season began with 
performances during Andover’s July 4th 
celebration, followed by Old Home Day 
commemorations in Acworth, and ending 
with Christmas music offerings in assisted 
living facilities, such as Sunapee Cove. 

During 2006 we expect to increase 
membership in our trumpet and trombone 
sections as well as the number of gigs for 
community events in neighboring towns.

We invite high school and college stu-
dents, summer and year-round residents, 
and retirees to participate in this notewor-
thy community concert band. Rehearsals 
begin on Tuesday, April 4, in the Kearsarge 
Middle School’s music room in New Lon-
don. There are no auditions. 

Membership information may be ob-
tained from Peggy Prew, President, at 526-
6017, or from Nola Aldrich, Secretary/
Publicity Chairperson at 526-2942. Perfor-
mance bookings for 2006 may be arranged 
by contacting our scheduler, Dave Cook, at 
526-9057.

Kearsarge Masonic Lodge
In 2005 the Kearsarge Masonic 

Lodge raised one member to the degree 
of Master Mason, Brother Douglas Gay. 
We lost one member, Brother Charles 
Reece, after serving Masonry for over 
32 years. Our new Master of the Lodge 
is Ron Keyser, who replaces Brother 
Henry “Skip “ Powers Jr.

This year at Christmas we sent our 
Special Ladies who desired it a subscrip-
tion to the Beacon, and to those who did 
not, a poinsettia. We also helped with 
the town’s needy families at Christmas, 
as well as donating to all of our usual 
Masonic charities.

It might be interesting to note that the 
Kearsarge Lodge continues to be one of 
the highest per capita donors among all 

the Masonic lodges in the state, in do-
nations to the Order of Demolay.

Anyone who has a son interested 
in becoming a member of our organi-
zation should contact any Mason, and 
we will be most happy to get him to 
an introductory meeting, to see if it is 
something he might like. The same can 
be said for the Order of Rainbow, which 
is the young ladies’ organization associ-
ated with the Masonic Family. If inter-
ested, any young lady may seek out a 
Mason or Member of the Eastern Star 
to learn more about what is involved.

For more information on the 
Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, contact 
Sterrett Sleeper at 735-5407.

Kearsarge Unit. Univers. Fellowship
The Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship meets Sundays at 11 AM in 
the Stone Chapel at Proctor Academy to

• Worship and create a welcoming 
and nurturing community

• Support and care for one another
• Explore, refl ect, and grow spiritually
• Understand our differences
• Feel safe to share our deeply held 

thoughts and values
• Support collective service to the 

community
• Celebrate our traditions and our 

lives with all their sorrows and joys.
The Reverend Emily Burr, our con-

sulting minister, preaches the fi rst and 
third Sunday of every month. George 
Peterson speaks on the second Sunday, 
and the Reverend Dick Dutton preaches 
on the fourth Sunday. 

We collect canned and dry food week-
ly for a local food bank, have a Medita-
tion Group every Wednesday evening, 
and a monthly book discussion group. 
Religious Education for children is avail-
able every Sunday. Martha Woodward is 
our much-appreciated musician at Sun-
day services, and a conversation and cof-
fee hour follows the service.

This past February we held a Hungar-
ian-themed lunch and program on “Wom-
en’s Lives in Transylvania.” In May, the 
Reverend Emily Burr hosted a workshop 

entitled “What Is Unitarian Universalism? 
– You May Be One and Not Know It.”

In September members walked in 
the Crop Walk around Pleasant Lake to 
raise money to help millions of people 
around the world. In November we held 
our fi rst annual auction – it was a lot of 
fun and a great success.

Look for our sign on the Village 
Green on Sunday mornings inviting 
you to join us. For more information, 
visit KUUFnh.org.

NH Circle of Home and Family
New Hampshire Circle of Home and 

Family formed a new group in this area 
in November of 2005. I’m sure you have 
been reading about our group and meet-
ings in the Beacon.

We are a non-profi t statewide orga-
nization with ties to a national group, 
Country Women’s Council U.S.A., and 
to an international group, Associated 
Country Women of The World. We also 
maintain close ties with the University 
of New Hampshire Cooperative Exten-
sion Service.

Our mission is promoting literacy, 
personal growth, and development, as 
well as heritage arts such as knitting, 
sewing, cooking, etc. We develop our 
own programs which are given to groups 
to present at their local meetings. If you 

wish to learn more about this group, call 
Judy Perreault at 735-5493.

Ox-Bow 4-H Club
By use of the animal science project, 

our goal as a youth development club 
is to reach each child’s full potential by 
working and learning in partnerships 
with caring adults. Our club members 
learn to become creative and productive 
citizens, develop positive leisure time ac-
tivities, create lifelong desire for knowl-
edge, build leadership potential, and be-
come involved in their communities.

Our club had nine business meetings 
and we displayed our animals at nine 
fairs throughout New Hampshire during 
2005. We were fortunate to represent the 
state at the Eastern States Exposition in 
West Springfi eld, Massachusetts and win 
the title in agriculture for “Best Working 
Steers” in all of New England.

This year our club worked on per-
sonal goals, sent letters to soldiers in 
Iraq, learned how to work with wood 
and make a yoke for steers, volunteered 
at the County Kitchen at the Hopkinton 
Fair, held a fundraiser, and donated a 
food basket to a needy family.

For 2006 we hope to continue our 
development as a club and focus on the 
youth as individuals to learn, grow, and 
work together.

THE LAST OF THE TOWN REPORTS

Are you compassionate, 
trustworthy, and a good 
communicator?

Would you like to make 
an important difference in 
someone else’s life?

Lake Sunapee Region 
Visiting Nurse Association, 
is now recruiting employ-
ees who will live in with 
a client for three to four 
days at a time to provide 
help with:

• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation
• Personal Assistance 
  as needed

Training available.

Please call Kathy Labbe 
at 

(603) 526-4077

WE CARE WHERE YOU ARE

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Recycled clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall.

Sorry, no new consignments can 
be taken during our March sale.

MARCH ½ PRICE SALE 
FOR ALL CLOTHING EXCEPT 

ACTIVE CONSIGNMENTS

TOWN of ANDOVER

TOWN 
MEETING
March 14, 7:30 PM

Voting 11:30 AM to 7:30 PM
Andover Elementary/Middle School

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332
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Board Of Selectmen
January 16

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, Se-

lectmen Roger Godwin and Andrew Gup-
till, Town Administrator Mark Stetson

Road Agent John Thompson told the 
Board that his crews are dealing with the 
myriad of recent weather conditions. 

The Board met with Representative 
Jim Danforth, who told the Board that 
New Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) offi cials have told him 
that the work to relocate a short portion 
of Route 11 near the cemetery in East 
Andover is scheduled for this summer. 

Danforth also told the Board that he 
is investigating municipally owned or 
managed wireless Internet systems as a 
possible revenue source for municipali-
ties. He informed the Board that such 
systems are being operated successful-
ly elsewhere in the country. He opined 
that due to the rural nature of most New 
Hampshire communities, large compa-
nies would not be interested in invest-
ing in the equipment to make it happen. 
He told the Board that he is supporting 
proposed legislation that would permit 
municipalities to bond the cost of such 
equipment and to repay the bond with 
the fees charged for the service. 

Danforth also told the Board that 
DOT offi cials have told him that the 
Town would inherit responsibility for 
fulfi lling commitments made by the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail as See Selectmen  on page 17

part of state grants that the group has 
received should that entity cease to ex-
ist. Danforth then left the meeting.

The Board then met with Alex 
Bernhard and Myra Mayman repre-
senting the Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail (FNRT). Mr. Bernhard outlined 
the work accomplished by the FNRT, 
which includes upgrading approximate-
ly 1.7 miles of the Northern Line rail-
road right of way from the Blackwater 
Park to the Potter Place train station. 
The group was awarded a state grant 
that provided a majority of the money. 
He explained that the old stone ballast 
had been pushed aside and new “hard 
pack” gravel had been installed. This 
surface is suitable for pedestrians, bi-
cycles, and the like. He told the Board 
that the work was accomplished with 
the endorsement and assistance of the 
Andover Snowmobile Club. 

He went on to explain that the group 
is seeking a second grant that would fund 
similar work on approximately 2.7 miles 
of the rail bed from the Blackwater Park 
east to Switch Road. He said it is possible 
that, if all went well, this phase could be 
stretched to as far as Plains Road. 

In response to Bernhard’s request 
for a letter of support for the grant ap-
plication, Fenton suggested that the 
FNRT or the state provide answers to 
questions such as what entity would be 
responsible for fulfi lling any commit-
ments made by the FNRT as part of 
these grant awards, who is responsible 

Make An Andover Make An Andover 
Fashion Statement!Fashion Statement!

Show Your Support 
For The Beacon With 

A Beacon T-Shirt

Adult sizes - $20
Youth sizes - $12

Top Quality Hanes Beefy-T

It’s fashion…it’s fun…it’s fund-
raising! Let everyone know you’re 
behind the Beacon – buy a Beacon 
t-shirt and wear it proudly.

Thanks to the Andover Service 
Club, you can get your Beacon 
t-shirt at the Thrift Shop.
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Debbie MartinDebbie Martin

Providing You 
With Truly 

Professional 
Real Estate 

Services From 
Our Andover 

Office
10 Lawrence St. •  Andover NH 03216  •  603•735•5006

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate



The Andover Beacon • March 2006 • Page 17

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

for trail maintenance, policing, provid-
ing parking for access, bathroom fa-
cilities, general liability, and the like. 
Bernhard committed to providing the 
name of the contact person at the state 
level who would likely be responsible 
for answering those questions and he 
committed to following up to see that 
they are answered. Both Bernhard and 
Mayman then left the meeting.

The Board then met with Police 
Chief Glenn Laramie who reported 
that the department had responded to 
172 calls for service in the previous 30-
day period. He also told the Board that 
the department was investigating the 
issuance of 31 bad checks. He told the 
Board that part-time offi cer John Ev-
ans has resigned, citing a confl ict with 
his full-time job. Laramie showed the 
Board several new pieces of equipment 
recently purchased, including mirrors 
on extended poles and personal protec-
tive gear used during training exercises. 
Laramie then left the meeting.

The Board briefl y discussed a recom-
mendation from Avitar that the Town as-
sess all of the properties at Ragged Moun-
tain Fish and Game Club as one and send 
the bill to the Club. Stetson will contact a 
Club representative to solicit feedback.

The Board suggested Stetson inform 
Hansen Construction that the Town has 
received an assessment from the engi-
neering fi rm hired to assist with that 
project stating that the vast majority of 
Hansen’s claims are without merit.
New Business

The Board awarded the bid to Coun-
try Press in New London for the 2005 
Town Report.

The Board appointed Nan Kaplan 
to an available regular position on the 
Conservation Commission. She had 
previously served as an alternate.

Fenton then left the meeting.
Godwin relayed and the Board ap-

proved a request from Paul Fenton that 
the engineering consultant that the 
Board intends to hire be authorized to 
assess and determine with him, in ad-
dition to paving adequacy, the extent 
of guardrails to be installed on Fenvale 
and River’s Edge Road as part of the 
scope of work.

Selectmen  from page 16 February 6
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Andrew Guptill, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson

Road Agent John Thompson told the 
Board that his crews have been busy 
trying to smooth out some of the gravel 
roads that were made rough by the re-
cent heavy rains and then below-freez-
ing temperatures. 

In response to his query, the Board 
advised Thompson that the Town should 
undertake thawing of culverts under 
driveways if the ice creates a hazard on 
the Town road. The Board asked him 
to keep track of these so that the Board 
can then decide if the owners should be 
held fi nancially responsible for the cost 
incurred by the Town. 

In response to correspondence re-
ceived from a property owner on Plains 
Road, the Board asked Thompson to 
meet with the owner to resolve the is-
sue. Stetson will schedule and attend 
the meeting.

The Board signed a Current Use 
Change Tax warrant and granted a re-
quested abatement for interest charged 
to a property tax bill for which pay-
ment was received seven days late. The 
Board granted the request upon receipt 
of proof from the owner that payment 
had been sent via the mail 25 days be-
fore the due date.

The Board signed a cease and desist 
order being issued to an owner of prop-
erty on Main Street who has started 
construction without benefi t of a build-
ing permit.

Planning Board
Condensed from approved minutes

January 10
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Paul Currier; 
Roger Godwin; Mark Cowdrey, alter-
nate, appointed to Joe Stearns’ position; 
and Wood Sutton, alternate, appointed 
to the vacant position.

Preliminary Consultation: Lot 
Line Adjustment for Brett Foley; 50 and 
60 Depot Street.

Foley stated to the Board that he has 
an interest in purchasing 60 Depot Street 
and upon the sale of his current property 

at 50 Depot Street, a lot line adjustment 
is necessary in order to allow the garage 
and the land on and around it at his cur-
rent residence to become part of the 60 
Depot Street lot. The Zoning Board of 
Adjustment has approved an applica-
tion for a variance to the road frontage 
requirement and a letter was presented 
by the applicant to the Board from Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald MacDonald (current 
owners of 60 Depot Street) authorizing 
Foley to apply to the Board for a lot line 
adjustment. 

Johnson states that relocating the 
driveway can only benefi t 60 Depot 
Street since it will bring both lots closer 
to conformity with the zoning ordi-
nance’s frontage requirement.

Determination of Completeness: 
Minor Subdivision, Philip and Sarah 
Theodore, Flaghole Road. Roger Rode-
wald, Surveyor/Agent.

Rodewald distributed packets to the 
Board which included the following: 
Letter from Philip and Sarah Theodore 
authorizing Rodewald as the agent to 
act on their behalf; Driveway permit; 
Original deed of record; Original T. J. 
Soter survey; Request for waivers.

A lot plan by Donald Blanchard LLS 
was presented showing the entirety 
of the lot including the location of the 
home, the use of abutting structures, to-
pography, locus, and scale. The plan to 
be recorded at Merrimack County Reg-
istry of Deeds was presented along with 
a soil survey. 

The following requests for waivers 
were reviewed and approved, as there 
are no plans for construction at this time: 
Waiver for topographic map on the larger 
lot; Waiver for title matters; Waiver lan-
guage for surface water runoff, preser-
vation of signifi cant natural and historic 
features, and construction plans.

The Board unanimously deemed the 
application complete.

Public Hearing: Minor Subdivision, 
Philip and Sarah Theodore, Flaghole 
Road, Roger Rodewald, Surveyor/Agent

There being no discussion, the public 
hearing was closed. The Board unani-
mously accepted the minor subdivision 
as presented.

Preliminary Consultation: Minor 
Subdivision, Judith and Larry Shedd 
with Richard Lepene, Surveyor/Agent

Larry Shedd stated that the minor 
subdivision would include dividing 
out fi ve acres of the total 26. The home 
would remain with the fi ve, and the un-
developed 21 would be kept in Current 
Use. The Board reviewed the applica-
tion, including requests for the follow-
ing waivers: 

1. Topographic Map – there is cur-
rently a single family home on the pro-
posed fi ve-acre lot that is fully devel-
oped and there are no plans to alter the 
terrain.

2. High Intensity Soils Survey – The 
proposed fi ve-acre lot was developed 
since 1987 and has a NHDES-approved 
septic system designed and installed on 
the site. The remaining land being 20 
acres in size is not subject to intense de-
velopment and the cost of a site specifi c 
soil survey would not add meaningful 
information for the Board.

3. Wetland Delineation by a Certi-
fi ed Wetland Scientist – Due to the lot 
sizes and the tight topographic survey 
provided.

4. Andover Subdivision Regulations 
III, IV, V, and VI as there are no plans 
for construction at this time.

The Board unanimously accepted 
the waivers as presented. The Board 
unanimously deemed the application 
complete.

Continued Consultation: Fenvale 
Subdivision, Paul and Jane Fenton, with 
Robert Bell, developer/agent.

Johnson states he has reviewed both 
the site plan review procedure and sub-
division regulations and advised that 
both address similar considerations and 
concerns of abutters and the Board. The 
Fiscal Impact Report for Fenvale Site 
Development from 1987 was located. 

The Board advises the applicant that 
the Impact Report needs to be updat-
ed; determine the feasibility of shared 
driveways whenever reasonable; the 
guardrail issue needs to be addressed 
by Paul Fenton. Town counsel will be 
consulted regarding this. The proposed 
road grade and right-of-way width 
(100') was discussed and it was deter-
mined that the Fire Department and the 
Road Agent will need to be consulted 
regarding this.

Additional Items: Parking at S & P 
See Planning  on page 18

Beacon Guides Beacon Guides 
WantedWanted

Beacon Guides are vital links 
in creating each issue of The The 
Andover Beacon,Andover Beacon, guiding and 

encouraging contributors 
and keeping them on track. 

Volunteer as much or as 
little time as you like helping 
a page of the Beacon come 
together. For more info, call 

Charlie at
735-6099.735-6099.

TOWN of ANDOVER
Tay Clark, Director of the 
Andover Public Library, 

will retire in April. 
If you are interested in 

this position, please send 
your resume to:

The Andover Library Trustees
PO Box 45

Andover NH 03216
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332
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Auto was discussed regarding there be-
ing more vehicles and vehicles parked 
other than in the area that was described 
in the plan originally presented to the 
Board. It was determined that this needs 
to be addressed by the Selectmen.

January 24
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Paul Currier; 
Keith Pfeifer; Mark Cowdrey, alter-
nate, appointed to Joe Stearns’ position; 
Wood Sutton, alternate, appointed to 
the vacant position.

Minutes of January 10: Pfeifer 
recused himself as an interested abut-

Planning  from page 17 ter in order to receive clarifi cation on 
certain items in the minutes, as he was 
not present at the January 10 meeting. 
He also stated that there are covenants 
in the deeds of the properties located in 
Fenvale that cannot be disturbed by Mr. 
Bell. Pfeifer also questioned whether it 
is the Select Board that has the ultimate 
authority for roads. 

After clarifi cation, the Board unani-
mously voted to approve the minutes of 
January 10 as amended.

Public Hearing: Minor Subdivision 
for Judith and Lawrence Shedd, Chase 
Hill Road, with Richard Lepene, Sur-
veyor as agent.

Lepene presented the subdivision 
plan and stated that additional pins 
need to be set in order to delineate the 
division and will indicate on the mylar 
the date that the pins are set. There be-
ing no further discussion, The Board 
unanimously approved the subdivision 
subject to setting of the pins and receipt 
of the mylars.

Bob Ward, Andover Wood Heat-
ing Company: Bob stated he had re-
ceived a letter from the Selectmen re-
garding the outdoor storage of pellets 
at his residence. Ward indicated that he 
had come before the Planning Board on 
August 9, 2005 to discuss the necessi-
ties for a site plan review, then the pre-
liminary non-binding consultation with 
the Board was held on September 13, 
2005 and a public hearing was held on 
September 27, 2005 for a site plan re-
view for a home occupation. 

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget. Please get “a 
round tuit” and donate today! 
Send a check to PO Box 149, 

Andover NH 03216

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM to 8 PM
Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM
Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

TOWN of ANDOVER

Andover Town Clerk
and Tax Collector

will be closed 
Thursday, April 13

 to attend a 
tax collectors’ workshop

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

Production Production 
AssistantAssistant

If you have page layout 
and/or ad design skills, or or 

would like to learn,would like to learn, then The The 
Andover BeaconAndover Beacon wants you! 

Volunteer as much or as little 
time as you like to help cre-
ate ads or lay out the paper. 

For more info, call 
Charlie at
735-6099.735-6099.

FRANKLIN
ANT IQUE
M A R K E T

361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235

Located  on Route 11
in Downtown Franklin

Tel: 603.934.2800

franklinantiques.com
Store Wide January Sale

10-50% OFF

www.lakesunbank.com
800-281-5772

Equal Housing Lender • Deposits Insured by the FDIC

Are you a fi rst time homebuyer and want to learn 

more about buying a home? Want to know your credit 

score and how it will affect your home purchase? 

Join us for a FREE First Time Homebuyer Seminar 

and receive a $150 coupon off your closing costs.

For more information, call Mona Emmond 

at 800-281-5772 ext 6128. 

Free Seminar

Tuesday, March 21st • 7 Lawrence Street, Andover

The seminar is from 6:00 to 7:30 pm

Ward pointed out that Article IX of 
the site plan regulations do not require 
home occupation to go through site plan 
review. Ward states the primary use of 
his property is residential. In addition 
he claims this is an accessory use for a 
“home-based business.” 

Ward states outdoor storage of pel-
lets is necessary for his business and 
has calculated the space needed for the 
storage (19% of the total square footage 
of the property) and believes that this 
is an accessory use which is permitted 
in the Village district. Currier advises 
Ward that the Board will take this under 
advisement.

Preliminary Consultation: Bound-
ary Line Adjustment for Howard Libby, 
Paul and Jane Fenton, NH Route 4, with 
Pierre Bedard acting as agent.

Bedard states Paul Fenton proposes 
an annexation to include the garden 
area and barn making the property less 
non-conforming. The Board reviewed 
the application and unanimously ap-
proved a motion that the application be 
considered an annexation and to deem 
the application complete.

Additional Items
Doug Gay stated that he has pur-

chased 50 additional acres next to his 
property at 46 Main Street, has Depart-
ment of Transportation driveway per-
mits and approved septic plans and that 
Town Administrator Mark Stetson has 
the environmental closure plan for the 
former Ricky G’s. Gay intends to make 
this one large lot through a lot merger. 

Upon consideration of Andover 
Wood Heating Company, the Board 
voted unanimously to vacate previous 
action relative to Bob Ward for a home 
occupation for Andover Wood Heating 
Company and, in a separate unanimous 
vote, for Ward to present an application 
for a site plan review for commercial 
use in the Village district.

Members of the Andover Recycle 
Committee (l-r): Vicky Mishcon, Lee 
Murray, Mark Stetson (Town Admin-
istrator, ex offi cio), Nan Kaplan, Ken 
Tripp (Chair), and Anne Hewitt. Miss-
ing: Nelson Lebo, Susan Schnare. 

The Recycle Committee meets 
the second Thursday of the month 
at the Town Hall at 7 PM. The public 
is always welcome to attend, and 
the committee is always looking for 
new members. (Recycle bins are 
available at the Town Hall for $5.)
 Photo: Bob Bussey
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Zoning Board Of Adjustment
January 17

Condensed from approved minutes.
Present: Katherine Stearns, Chair; 

Charlie McCrave, Vice-Chair; Susan 
Schnare; Don Gross; Jeff Newcomb; 
Paul Fopiano, alternate.

Public Hearing: A request from 
William and Alison Thomas for a vari-
ance to permit less than the required 
road frontage to build a single family 
dwelling on an existing lot. 

Stearns recused and McCrave was 
appointed as acting Chair and appointed 
Fopiano as an alternate. David Hilts indi-
cated to the Board that he was represent-
ing William and Alison Thomas, William 
being the son of one of the owners of the 
property. Hilts stated that the application 
indicated both a variance from the road 
frontage requirement and a special excep-
tion to construct a single family dwelling. 

A letter addressing the application 
was presented from Hilts, indicating 
that an application for a variance to the 
road frontage and a special exception to 
construct a single-family home on this 
property had previously been denied by 
the Board, and that “material change 
of circumstances affecting the mer-
its” of the current application since the 
previous denial entitling Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas to present an application for 
both a variance and special exception. 

A lot map indicating the location 
was presented and it was questioned 
whether the Town could extend the road 
by 20' as a solution. Gross questioned 
where the home would be located on 
the property and the location was indi-
cated along with the proposed location 
of the well and that a septic system has 
been approved by the state. Gross states 
that he would like to view the location. 

Kurt Meier states that Park Street ends 
at the westerly end of his property and 
that there is a right-of-way through his 
property which has been upgraded due 
to washout at his own expense. McCrave 
states that the end of Park Street needs 
to be clarifi ed, if it is at the westerly end 
of the Meier property, there is no road 
frontage for the Thomas property, and if 
it is at the westerly end of the Thomas 
property then this should be satisfactory. 
Meier states that he and his spouse have 

a purchase and sales agreement and de-
posit on this property and their intent is 
to keep it as a natural area. 

Hilts read clarifi cation of “town road” 
in RSA 229.1. If used by the public for 
20 years prior to January 1, 1968, it is 
considered a public highway. McCrave 
states he would like copies of the maps 
and deeds to both the Thomas property 
and the Meier property, he would like 
to consult the Town Administrator re-
garding maintenance and would like to 
schedule a site visit. McCrave contin-
ued the meeting to February 4 for a site 
visit and then will continue the hearing 
on February 21.

Public Hearing: A request from 
David A. Poulin of Proline Automotive 
for an additional special exception to 
permit the retail sales of used motor ve-
hicles at a single family residence with 
an existing auto repair shop. The prop-
erty is located at 119 Plains Road.

Poulin presented a diagram of the 
property with a photo of the existing ga-
rage along with a letter from the owners 
of the property authorizing him to pro-
ceed with this application. There is an 
existing auto repair shop on the prop-
erty, which Poulin operates, and would 
like to add the retail sales of used mo-
tor vehicles. There will be no additional 
signage, lighting, nor any changes to the 
characteristics of the property. 

McCrave questioned whether the 
auto repair shop pre-dates zoning. The 
response is that the Town recognized it 
as an auto repair shop in 1980. Schnare 
questioned whether anyone had come 
before the Board at that time. The re-
sponse is unsure; however, Poulin pre-
sented paperwork approving the shop. 

McCrave questioned whether there 
would be a state approved inspection 
station. Poulin states that the Town was 
contacted by the state inquiring if this 
auto repair shop was an approved us-
age, and an “Application for Inspection 
Station” which had been completed by 
the state and signed by Town Admin-
istrator Mark Stetson on December 11, 
2005 was presented to the Board. 

Schnare questioned the number of 
vehicles that would be for sale. The 
response is the applicant is willing to 
restrict himself to six vehicles for retail 
sales. A letter indicating an abutter’s ap-

proval of the application was read. 
Schnare questioned if there would be 

any new signs and what form of adver-
tising would be used. The response is 
the sign on the door would be retained, 
there would be no new ones, and adver-
tising would be by price tag on the ve-
hicle window and/or word of mouth. 

McCrave advised the applicant that if 
the Zoning Board approved his applica-
tion, he would be subject to the Planning 
Board for a site plan review. The Board 
unanimously approved the application.

Master Plan Update Committee
By Paul Currier
Master Plan Update Committee

2006 will be a busy year for the 
Andover Master Plan Update Commit-
tee, as it gets down to the business of 
asking for public input and drafting an 
updated Master Plan. This volunteer 
committee was assembled in late 2004 
at the request of the Planning Board. 
Funds to support the effort were voted 
at the March 2005 Town Meeting.

Why do we need an updated Mas-
ter Plan? Andover is growing, and our 
present Master Plan is more than a 
decade old. The main purposes of the 
Master Plan are to envision the best and 
most appropriate future development 
for Andover, to aid the planning board 
in designing good ordinances – zoning, 
subdivision, site plan review – and to 
establish a good legal basis for imple-
mentation of the ordinances. 

The Master Plan Update Committee 
met several times in 2005. It prepared 
a draft town-wide survey, heard a pre-
sentation from the Offi ce of Energy 
and Planning on the legal aspects of 
master planning, and listened to pro-
posals from the Lakes Region Planning 

Commission for the build-out analysis 
and from the Society for Protection of 
New Hampshire Forests for a natural 
resources co-occurrence analysis.

With the delays inherent in contract-
ing, progress has been slow and limited 
so far. But now, as 2006 begins, the 
build-out and natural resources analy-
ses are underway and when those are 
fi nished there will be a lot to talk about. 
The committee will be receiving these 
results in late spring and, with them 
in hand, working with the University 
of New Hampshire to get input from 
townspeople in a town-wide survey and 
one or two public visioning meetings. 
The committee’s goal is to have a new 
plan drafted by the end of 2006.

Volunteers are still needed, particu-
larly those with analytical and writing 
skills. The committee will be meeting 
on a monthly basis in 2006 to begin 
drafting the plan, reviewing the work of 
the contractors, and planning for com-
munity outreach. The public is always 
invited. Anyone interested in being part 
of the Master Plan update process can 
get in touch with Paul Currier at 735-
5280 or Doug Boisvert at 735-5218.

Conservation Commission
February 8

Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Jerry Hersey, Tina Cotton, 

Nan Kaplan, Sandra Graves, Peter South-
worth, Mary Anne Broshek, Peter Zak.
Old Business

Andover Master Plan. We talked 
about how to coordinate the available 

map information that helps us complete 
a Natural Resources Inventory and 
work toward a map that identifi es con-
servation priorities and meets our needs 
to fi nalize a conservation plan.

Webster Lake Watershed Study. 
No action until we get information from 
the Webster Lake Association.
New Business

Hersey Farm Conservation Ease-
ment. Mary Anne contacted Ausbon 
Sargent about fundraising, but did not 
hear back from them.

We need to identify the amount of 
money we will commit from our funds 
to the Hersey Farm as well as adjacent 
landowners. A motion was made to au-
thorize some of the Conservation Com-
mission funds to assist with the Hersey 
easement. Seconded and passed by vote 
with the understanding that no money 
would be allocated until concrete steps 
and payments are underway. 

See Cons Comm  on page 20

Planning a trip? For Britain, we have 
ALL the standard guides PLUS Eccentric London; 

London’s Little-known Museums;  Permanent 
Londoners: An Illustrated, Biographical Guide 
to the Cemeteries of London; Turn Left at the 

Pub;  the Michelin Green Guide for Wales; 
Best Hillwalking in Scotland and lots more.  

Stop in and browse!
FINE BOOKS   
GOOD MUSIC 253 Main Street, New London  ·  526-5850

OPEN 7 DAYS · Crane Stationery · Cards · Gift Wrap · Puzzles 

735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Tree Care
Pruning, Cabling, Fertilization

House Lots Cut & Chipped
Large Capacity Chipper, View Cuts

Aerial Truck 
Climbing Service
Stump Grinding

 Serving the area for 20 years
www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.

Free Two-Hour
Introduction to

PRUNING 
FRUIT 
TREES

and Small Fruit

Free demonstrations 
on March 25 and 26 
at 10 AM in our own 

orchard.
Highland Lake Apple Farm

50 Maple Street
 East Andover

735-5058
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Money was held for other landown-
ers adjacent to or nearby the Hersey 
Farm who are considering a conserva-
tion easement.

Conservation Corner in the Bea-
con. Tina expressed a need to explain 
Current Use and conservation ease-
ments and will submit an article for a 
future issue.

Other New Business. Tina met with 
Dave Pilla about the ARC GIS mapping 
technology. Approved Tina’s request for 
$190 to attend a workshop on commu-
nity mapping. Mary Anne, Tina, and 
Sandra will look into putting together a 
table for Town Meeting.

Cons Comm  from page 19East Andover Fire Department
By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

I think most people look at a fi re 
truck and see a large red truck and not 
much else. Some may also see a large 
expenditure of taxpayers’ dollars roll-
ing down the road. Still others may see 
big boys playing with big toys.

I guess a fi re truck is all of these. To 
a fi re fi ghter, though, a fi re truck is a 
trusted friend.

When you fi rst bring a new truck 
into your station, you marvel at all the 
gadgets and start to outfi t the compart-
ments with your tools and equipment. 
Though you know how to drive the 
truck and work the pump, you still feel 
unsure of yourself and your ability to 
make the machine perform. Heaven 
forbid that you will be called to a fi re 
until you have had more time to train. 

For several weeks you and your team 
work every knob and check every pres-
sure gauge until you and the machine 
work as one. Like life, a fi re often does 
not go as planned, but the fi rst fi re with 
the new truck works out. In time, a quiet 
comfort replaces the anxiety that goes 
with new challenges.

On a warm summer morning almost 
fi fteen years ago, our fi re fi ghters were 

called to a large mill fi re in Franklin. 
Engine 3 was brand-new at the time. 
As we approached the city, a large col-
umn of black smoke fi lled the sky and 
an ominous red glow pointed the way to 
our assignment. 

The Chief asked us to set up our 
truck and water cannon to help stop 
the advance of the fi re. As we readied 
the new truck for this important task, a 
shadow of concern lurked in our minds. 
Are we and this truck ready? 

Time during a fi re takes on a life of 
its own, and before long fi ve hours had 
passed. The fi re was all but out, and our 
crew and truck had performed as a team. 
A smile and nod from the city Chief said 
all that needed to be said. We were all 
very proud of our new machine.

Engine 3 still sits in our station to-
day, ready to answer the next call. The 
paint isn’t as shiny as it was, and she has 
a few battle scars on her, but every fi re-
fi ghter on our team trusts her to work 
when needed most.

Stop by the station some time, and 
we will show you old Engine 3. You 
may see just a large red truck, but I 
don’t think so. You will see the proud 
lady we have grown to trust with our 
lives, and with yours, too.

Police 
Blotter

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 170 calls for service from 
January 15 through February 15. The 
following is a partial breakdown:

• Motor vehicle accidents on Frank-
lin Highway, Route 4, Plains Road, 
and Maple Street

• Domestic disputes on Franklin 
Highway, Hoyt Road, Putney 
Road, and Switch Road

• 46 motor vehicle warnings, four 
summons

• 911 call on Franklin Highway
• Criminal trespass complaint on 

Monticello Drive
• Criminal mischief on Main Street

Arrests
• David Gallagher, 63, Andover, 

electronic bench watrrant
• Phillip Bryson, 34, Andover, resist-

ing arrest, simple assault, second-
degree assault, habitual offender, 
violation of probation

• Tamarlyn Kollar, 23, Franklin, bad 
check

• Shane Fortier, 18, Wilmot, theft by 
unauthorized taking

• Michael Mason, 51, Andover, theft
• Shelley Wells, 44, Andover, crimi-

nal mischief
• Ronald White, 50, Andover, oper-

ating after suspension

By Judy Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

The Fourth of July committee held 
an organizational meeting on January 4 
at the Town Hall. The chair, Bob Ward, 
confi rmed offi cers for the coming year. 
Fortunately, almost everyone agreed to 
another term. 

Once again you will have an op-
portunity to vote for the Fourth of July 
theme at Town Meeting. We will have a 
number of choices – just put your stick-
er on your favorite.

The Board would like to see some 
new faces at our meetings. There are 
lots of jobs, and the more hands, the 
easier it is for everyone. We welcome 
representatives from various groups in 
town that participate in the Fourth of 
July activities. We are open to sugges-
tions and new ideas. 

Meetings are held on the fi rst 
Wednesday of the month at 7 PM at the 
Town Hall.

4TH OF JULY

Maria Laycox from Salisbury has re-
cently joined the real estate team at RE/
MAX Intentions in Franklin. Maria is 
new to real estate and focuses primarily 
in Andover, Boscawen, Salisbury, and 
Webster. She is a member of the Lakes 
Region Board of Realtors and the New 
Hampshire Association of Realtors.

Mark Seavey, broker, and Jan Wick-
ens, owner of RE/MAX Intentions, 
said, “We are pleased to add someone 
of Maria’s caliber to our RE/MAX In-
tentions team.”

RE/MAX Intentions, at 780 Central 
Street in Franklin, opened in May 2005. 
Currently there are eight realtors in the 
offi ce: Jan Collins, Cyndi Clogston, 
Tom Hanright, Heidi Wolf, Jesse Bryl, 
and Maria Laycox. You can reach RE/
MAX Intentions at 934-9282.

New Realtor Joins 
Franklin RE/MAX

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY IN FRANKLIN!

Reasonable training fee 
Full and partial scholarships available 
Job placement may be available for 
some graduates 
Class meets from 8am-5pm for 5 days 

Classes start 
soon! 

Training will take place at: 

Franklin Business Center  20 Canal St. Franklin, NH  

The Lead Abatement Training Program is offered by the Franklin Lead 
Action Committee, in collaboration with On-Track Training, a program of the 

Manchester Community Resource Center. Funding for the training is 
provided through THE WAY HOME. 

The Franklin Lead Action Committee  “MAKING THE COMMUNITY LEAD SAFE...ONE BUILDING AT A TIME.” 

LEAD ABATEMENT CERTIFICATION 
Offering two levels of certification... 
Lead Abatement Worker no exp. needed, HS Diploma/GED not 
required. Earnings potential of $10-$15/hr. 
Lead Abatement Contractor 2-3 yrs. of construction, carpentry, 
or painting exp. required. Earnings potential of $13.50-$25/hr. 

— $35,000

— $30,000

— $25,000

— $20,000

— $15,000

— $10,000

— $5,000

Watch 
US grow!

The Andover Rec-
reation Committee 
has raised $17,000 
toward better, safer, 
more convenient, 
and more effi cient 
facilities at Corson 
Field and Blackwater 
Park. Won’t you help 
us reach our goal 
with a tax-deductible 
contribution today?

Andover Recreation FundAndover Recreation Fund
PO Box 61PO Box 61

Andover NH 03216Andover NH 03216

Andover 
Academy
of Self Defense

157 Main Street • Andover • 735-4211

 M  W 5–5:30 pm
 
 M  W 6–7 pm
 S 11 am–12 pm
 M  W 11:30–12:30
 M  W 7–8 pm
 T  Th 6–7 pm
 S 11 am–12 pm
 T 7–8 pm

Little Tigers
 4 - 5 years

Tigers
 6 years +

Adults

Advanced & 
Juniors

Women’s Self 
Defense

CLASSES

Got News?  Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 149 or 735-6099 

Town Matters
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 
plan and gather town news. If you can 

help, call Charlie at 735-6099
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By Alan Burton
For the Beacon

It is not that odd to fi nd creativity 
lurking in the hills of southern New 
Hampshire. Indeed, it might be consid-
ered a perfect sanctuary, really, for en-
trepreneurs, given the landscape and a 
sense of space that most cities and sub-
urbs cannot provide.

Such is the case with Tripp Stiles 
and his family, who moved to West 
Andover six years ago. Having a son, 
six years old, and twin daughters who 
are two, Tripp fi nds himself involved 
in the local school system. He coaches 
Kearsarge Youth Hockey, working with 
a team of fi ve- to eight-year-olds, in-
cluding his son.

Tripp has been married for 25 years 
to Sabine, who currently works for his 
father’s consultant business, seeking 

executives for in-state manufacturing 
plants.

Tripp attended Kearsarge High 
School while living in New London. 
Studying graphic design in college, he 
eventually started his own business: 
Ragged Mountain Woodworks, which 
has grown into a successful high-end 
cabinet-making company operated 
from his home in Andover. He has been 
in business for 10 years.

“I had a small painting company 
when I was in high school, and even 
college. It was sort of how I supported 
myself. And after college, it turned into 
more of a construction thing, and then 
it moved into more of the fi nish end of 
things. Also, my father is a big wooden 
boat lover, and we’ve always had wood-
en sailboats. So, every winter, I was in 
there helping with the ‘bright’ work. 
I don’t know, but I think that’s maybe 
where it came from.” Tripp explains. 
The business started mostly as a cus-
tom furniture shop, modeled after the 
Shaker Early American furniture style.

“Actually, I was working for a shop 
up in Lebanon. My parents lived in East 
Andover, and there was a big barn, and I 
set up my shop in there. I was just doing 
it on the side, but I landed this job to build 

Tripp Stiles Photo: Bob Bussey

a kitchen for some people in Newbury.” 
He soon left the job in Lebanon, and 
things have steamrolled from there.

At this point, the majority of his 
business is by word of mouth, although 
he still advertises in local newspapers 
from time to time. Ragged Mountain 
Woodworks does exclusively residential 
work, and the contractors pretty much 
know who and where they are.

“We do kitchens, built-ins, vanities, 
libraries, and we still build furniture. 
When I started the company, I was build-
ing a lot more furniture, but we don’t do 
it as much. It is hard to fi nd and train peo-
ple to build that quality, so it was really 
just me. I found out quickly that to make 
a living in this business I was going to 
have to build cabinets,” says Tripp.

“We do our design work on a com-
puter, using a cabinet program, which 
allows the customer to see the project in 
3-D, like a virtual tour, and you can see 
each cabinet individually as well, and 
the detail of that cabinet. I’d say that 
about 90% of the time we work directly 
with homeowners,” he states.

In conjunction with the digital de-
sign technology, the addition of a CNC 
router, which links directly to the com-
puter, has been an enormous benefi t.

“Once I have the design fi nalized 
on the computer, I push a button, and it 
fi gures out all of the parts that need to 
be cut out of the plywood, and actually 
saves material,” Tripp says.

Ragged Mountain Woodworks limits 
the amount of stock wood that it keeps 
on hand, preferring to purchase mostly 
on a job-by-job basis. While most of 
their business is local, there have been 
some out of state projects, especially in 
the Cape Cod area.

“One of the reasons I got into mak-
ing cabinets is that it would be a tan-
gible thing that could become self-suf-
fi cient at some point, and it’s easier to 
price than furniture,” says Tripp.

“The biggest challenge is running 
the business, all the different hats, and 
my time between everything trying to 
keep things moving. We actually had a 
consultant here last week to help with 
our mind set in trying to maximize pro-
duction. It was very interesting to actu-
ally go through it all with someone else, 
because you just do it all every day, and 
you don’t think about the stuff you’re 
actually doing. 

“The biggest reward is seeing a com-
pleted project with a happy customer. 
It’s nice to get positive feedback after 
a project is done, that it came out the 
way they thought, or even better,” Tripp 
concluded.

Ragged Mountain Woodworks can 
be reached at 735-6100 or on the Web at 
RaggedMtWoodworks.com.

Ragged Mountain 
Woodworks

Use our website

 to search the MLS!

370 Main Street • PO Box 1113
New London, NH 03257 • 526-4020

wwwwww..CCoouunnttrryyHHoouussesesRREE.c.coomm

Stefan Timbrell Mason Delafi eldKaren Baker Dave Kidder Joe BurnsLisa Delafi eld

Vicki Pearson Karen Haskell Sonny Harris Steve Griffi n John Kinney
Operations Manager

Come Home to the Country

Sherry Noyes

Nice Private Cape 
� 3 BRs, 1¾ baths, deck w/hot tub, 5 acres
� 2-car garage w/storage, walkout basement
� HW floors in kitchen/living and woodstove

Springfi eld  $275,000

Cottage-Style Gem
� 2 BRs, 1.5 baths, mudroom, 1st fl oor laundry 
� Updated kitchen, granite counters, wood fl rs.
� Detached storage barn, plenty of parking

Sutton  $198,900

Minutes to Mt. Sunapee
� Gourmet kitchen w/skylights & custom built ins
� LR w/natural light, cath ceilings, pellet stove
� 1st fl r master suite w/bath, exceptional views

Newbury  $595,000

Lake Sunapee Condo
� 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, wood fireplace, views
� 4 levels, access to beach, golf, and tennis
� Southern exposure, 1st flr laundry/mudroom

Sunapee  $425,000

Restored 1850’s Homestead
� 4,000+ sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4-story barn, views
� 5+ acres meadow/lawn, beautifully landscaped
� 3 wood stoves, fireplace, 12-acre gentleman’s farm

Danbury  $895,000

Three Bedroom Cape 
� Bright and open, hickory and tile fl oors
� Eat-in kitchen, 2-car garage w/storage over
� Bath w/soaking tub & tiled shower, basement

Wilmot  $280,000

Custom Built Cape
� 22 acres of open fi elds, views and privacy
� Open concept and master suite on 1st fl oor
� Cath ceiling LR w/brick/granite fi replace

Bradford $550,000

Next to Covered Bridge
� 300 ft Warner River frontage, Mt. views 
� Good access to Rt 103, 114, and I-89 
� Newly renovated house, large barn/shed 

Bradford $249,900

Please Donate
The Beacon relies on your support.
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The Andover Historical Society has 
pursued its Oral History project for 
many years. With the kind permission 
of the Society and of the speakers on 
the tapes (or their descendants), the 
Beacon brings you excerpts from these 
wonderful tapes.

This month’s excerpt is from Barba-
ra Upton’s interview with Eliza Buzzell 
(1887-1990) recorded in 1982. At this 
point in the interview, the conversation 
turns to community entertainment.

EB: We put on plays about every two 
weeks. We went to get our costumes 
and wigs and lace in Boston. We used 
to come up on the Peanut [the evening 
train from Boston]. And we used to have 
a fi ve-piece orchestra from Concord.

And a lot of the time we’d have oyster 
suppers. Oh, we used to have some good 
times! We put on a lot of plays. And one 
night, we put on a play,…I don’t know 
what we’d done if we’d known who was in 
the audience. Billy Van [a famous vaude-
villian] and [inaudible] from Sunapee 
were in the audience, and after the play 
they came up and they said it was the best 
damn directing they’d ever seen, ever. 
They came to every play that we put on. 

Some of the time we’d put on one 
every two weeks. We played for the 
Red Cross – that was World War I. We 
played for the Mechanics. They used to 
have an Order of Mechanics here [prob-
ably the Junior Order United American 
Mechanics, a popular fraternal organi-
zation]. We played for the Grange. We 

really had awfully good times.
BU: Who were some of the people 

who were in this dramatic society?
EB: Well, there was Fred Emerson 

and his wife. They lived down where 
Meiers live. And there was Mr. and 
Mrs. Harrison, they lived over on North 
Street. They’re both gone now. 

There was Mr. Swett, that’s Matilda’s 
father-in-law. He used to be the one, the 
head one. He used to make us up, and he 
really was good. We could kind of fool 
around one or two rehearsals, but we got 
down to business after he got after you. 

There was the Fentons, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fenton were in plays. And Grace Curri-
er, her sister,.... They’re all townspeople.

BU: Where were they held?
EB: Down at the Town Hall. [She’s 

referring to the old Town Hall, which 
is now the ProClaim building next to 
Pizza Chef]. We had a nice stage. 

We had everything but electric lights. 
We had to have kerosene footlights, and 
we had two big lights up overhead and [the 
stagehands would] sit up there and light 
those lights and throw stuff down at us. 

And we had nice scenery. We had 
two dressing rooms, and we had a drop 
curtain. There was a dining room and 
kitchen downstairs. And oh, we used to 
have real good times. We used to have 
a lot of fun.

For more information about the 
Andover Historical Society’s Oral His-
tory project, contact Sarah Will at 735-
5759 or Susan Norris at 735-5369.

Eliza Buzzell: On Stage In Andover

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

This spring the Andover Historical 
Society will be partnering with SKIT 
(Sunapee-Kearsarge Intercommunity 
Theatre) to produce Thornton Wilder’s 
play, Our Town, as a fundraiser. The 
dates have been set for fi ve perfor-
mances: May 12, 13, and 14, and May 
19 and 20. 

The play will be presented in the 
Wilmot Town Hall (off Route 4A in 
Wilmot Center), and proceeds will 
be split between SKIT and the His-
torical Society. SKIT has a long track 
record of producing plays with area 
charitable organizations and uses 
its own proceeds for scholarships in 
the New London/Sunapee area. The 
Historical Society uses the money it 
raises to maintain some of Andover’s 
historic treasures including the Potter 
Place Train Station, Emon’s General 
Store, the B&M Freight House in Pot-
ter Place, and the Tucker Mountain 
Schoolhouse.

We will need committed thespians 
and helpers to make this venture a suc-
cess. Auditions will be held in early 
April – watch for dates, times, and 
places. Rehearsals will be held the three 
weeks prior to the production.

The play will be directed by David 

Andover Historical Society Partners 
With SKIT To Present Our Town

Cleveland of New London, who has de-
lighted area audiences with many lively 
productions. He plans to incorporate an 
Andover fl avor into the script and is in-
terested in fi nding pictures of the town 
– the general store, the church, Main 
Street, and perhaps local homes – dur-
ing the early 20th century. The play 
takes place around 1913.

David has also put out a wish list of 
stage dressing items, including as many 
antique chairs as possible and other 
small items. Anyone have milk bottles 
and a metal holder? A school bell? 
Small antique kitchen tables? A six-foot 
antique step ladder and an 8-foot one? 
Let us know.

Deb (Leber) Barton of New London, 
a former Andover resident, is the pro-
ducer and is very excited about being 
involved in the project.

In addition to the sale of tickets, we 
will also be selling advertising for the 
program, as well as refreshments at the 
performances, so we will need all the 
willing hands we can muster.

If you are interested in working on 
this fun project in any capacity, contact 
Margie Leber at leber@tds.net or 735-
5144, or Mary Hiller at ehiller@tds.net or 
735-5690. Watch the Beacon for more 
information regarding auditions and 
other events.

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

Have you been to visit the Andover 
Historical Society’s Museum in Potter 
Place? Are you new to the area or have 
you lived here for over half a century?

Either way you will enjoy becoming 
more acquainted with the objects col-
lected by the Historical Society since it 
was formed in 1982.

There are two main ways to become 
familiar with the collection. One is by 
a visit to the Museum during its open 
days, from Memorial Day to Columbus 
Day, on Saturdays from 10 to 2 and on 
Sundays from 1 to 3.

But the best way is by volunteering to 
be a “Stationmaster,” or docent, to tend 
the Museum, letting others in to view the 
interesting artifacts on display – objects 
from lives in Andover in the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th centuries and from an active 
railway station from 1847 to 1981.

We call our docents “Stationmas-
ters” because we are housed in one of 
the only remaining Northern Railway 
Stations, with perhaps the only authen-
tic Stationmaster’s offi ce in existence.

The Andover Historical Society Mu-
seum in Potter Place is in need of vol-
unteers to man the station. The job is 
divided into three two-hour segments 
each weekend, so we need six people 
to help out each weekend. If you are a 

couple, that makes two, or if you wish 
you can bring a friend. 

No experience is necessary, but the 
rewards are many. First of all, one be-
comes much more familiar with the 
town and its history; secondly, the peo-
ple who visit often have tales of their 
own to tell about old Andover history or 
events; thirdly, if the customers are light 
you will have time to peruse the history 
books for sale in the Museum gift shop 
and learn more about your particular 
part of town; fourthly, you will know 
that you are giving some of your own 
precious time to help a local organiza-
tion that offers free to the public the his-
tory of Andover and its railroad.

If you have been a “Stationmaster” 
in the past, please respond favorably 
when you are called this summer. If you 
have never volunteered and would like 
to do so, please call one of the following 
Board members who have the responsi-
bility of staffi ng the museum:

• Betty Dickerman, who is staffi ng 
May and June, at 735- 5630

• Grace Stetson, staffi ng July, at 
735-5611

• Suzy Norris, August, at 735-5369
• Joanna Sumner, September, at 

735-5200
Or you can sign up at the Andover 

Historical Society’s table on Town 
Meeting Day.

Become A Stationmaster!

Pets welcome, too!Pets welcome, too!

Call or fax Max Call or fax Max 
at 934-3311at 934-3311

saratracy@mymailstation.comsaratracy@mymailstation.comO
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DD..KK.. Motel Motel
390 North Main St
West Franklin

Has your brother
Jack shown up for

ice fi shing? We‛ve got 
room...call me!
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This month’s History Mystery is a 
photo that Suzy Norris of the Andover 
Historical Society borrowed from Fran-
ces Huntoon and her daughter, Betty 
Huntoon Duff. Frances is the holder of 
the Boston Post Cane as Andover’s old-
est citizen.

On the back of the photo it says “Mrs. 

A History Mystery
Sanborn and Cilleyville kids,” and that’s 
all that’s known about the photo.

What clues do you see in the photo? 
Can you identify any of the people...the 
date...the setting? Send your thoughts or 
reminiscences to the Beacon, and let’s 
see if we can piece together the story of 
this month’s History Mystery.

By Myra Mayman
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County

The advent of spring brings thoughts 
of completing the trail work started in 
September. Since the fall’s torrential rains 
fl ooded the Proctor road near the Kenis-
ton Covered Bridge on Bridge Street, 
work on the trail ground, or sloshed, to 
a halt. A decision was made to postpone 
laying new ledge pack on the rail trail 
between Bridge Street and the bridge 
off Depot Street in Potter Place until the 
spring or summer of 2006.

In December the National Park Ser-
vice awarded FNRT-MC a grant from 
their Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 
Assistance Program: the assistance of 
Lelia Mellen of the Woodstock, Ver-
mont National Park Service offi ce. She 
will give us one day a week to help 
create programs that will enhance the 
community’s appreciation of the rail 
trail and its surroundings, and provide 
technical assistance, including advice 
on grants.

Lelia’s fi rst assignment is to chair a 
committee to plan an “Artists on the 
Trail” event next fall. Artists will be in-
vited to create works of art in any me-
dium whose subjects are relevant to the 
Northern Rail Trail. The culminating 
event will be an exhibition and auction 
of artworks, combined with activities 
that will involve children in appreciat-
ing the beauty of the trail’s landscape. 
More to follow as plans evolve.

FNRT-MC requested and has been 
given status as a “consulting party” 
on New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation’s proposed repair or 
replacement of the Routes 4 and 11 
bridge at Potter Place. Our interest 
is in decisions and planning about 
bridge work in so far as it affects the 
rail trail running underneath it. For 

example, we would oppose replacing 
the bridge with an at-grade crossing 
that would intersect auto traffi c with 
snowmobile, cross country ski, bike, 
jogging, horseback riding, and wheel-
chair traffi c.

On Janury 20 we submitted an ap-
plication for $30,000 from the Recre-
ational Trails Program of New Hamp-
shire’s Department of Resources and 
Economic Development. If received, 
the funds will go toward extending the 
rail trail from Blackwater Park at Law-
rence Street to Switch Road or perhaps 
as far as Plains Road.

Thanks to Charles Martin of New 
London and Jim Lerner of Meredith, 
our Web page is now available at FNRT.
org. This site contains information about 
the rail trail and our plans, photographs, 
a map, and information about how to 
contribute to the cause.

For more information, come to our 
table at Town Meeting on March 14.

Friends  of the Northern Line Rail Trail

Please join Ted Keene, local bird-
ing enthusiast who travels to birding 
hot spots, at the Soo-Nipi Audubon 
Chapter program on Friday, March 10, 
at 7:30 PM at Tracy Memorial Library, 
Main Street, New London, for his slide 
presentation, “Birding Panama From 
Canopy Tower.” This program is open 
to the public and refreshments will be 
served.  For more information please 
call Ruth White at 763-4893.

On Sunday, March 12, the Soo-Nipi 
Audubon Chapter will sponsor a bird-
ing trip to the Connecticut River to 
observe over-wintering eagles. Please 
meet leader Robin Gray at Warner Park 
and Ride at Exit 9 on I-89 at 8 AM. 
Bring lunch, beverage, binoculars, and 
a scope if you have one. For details call 
Robin at 927-4127.

SOO-NIPI AUDUBON

Pine Hill Ski Club invites Andover 
residents to its free “Try Our Nordic 
Trails” ski days on Sunday, March 5 
and Sunday, March 12. Try our 20 kilo-
meters of great ski and snowshoe trails. 

On Saturday, March 11, bring your 
pooch and enjoy a three-mile x-c ski 
trek on fl at terrain. Leash must be on 
hand. “Ski Dog Social” starts at 1 PM.

For directions, call 735-5000 or visit 
PineHillSkiClub.com.

Ski Free At
Pine Hill Ski Club

CONSERVATION CORNER
By Tina Cotton
Andover Conservation Commission

Last year the Andover Conserva-
tion Commission published results of 
our conservation survey in the Beacon. 
[Every issue of the Beacon is available 
online at AndoverBeacon.com/online.asp. 
The survey results are on page 5 of the 
February 2005 issue.]

We have been following up on those 
results by working on conservation 
priorities and our section of the Mas-
ter Plan. Among other things, we have 
been learning about federal, state, and 
private organization grant programs 
that may help individuals realize con-
servation easement goals.

If you are curious about conserving 
your land, the Conservation Commis-
sion has copies of the 2005 edition of 
Conserving Your Land – Options for 

New Hampshire Landowners available 
for loan at the Town Hall. If you would 
like your own copy to circulate among 
family members, the booklet may be 
purchased for $5. Several scenarios are 
presented and one may appeal to you.
Cemetery Corner

In a meeting with State Representa-
tive Jim Danforth and Town Administra-
tor Mark Stetson, we learned that further 
improvements are planned for Route 11 
in East Andover this year, most notably 
easing the abrupt Cemetery Corner. By 
extending the corner into the fi eld, the 
Lakeside Cemetery will be able to ex-
pand into the present road area.
Scenic Road

The Conservation Commission has 
endorsed a privately proposed warrant 
article to designate Chase Hill Road 
from Route 11 to Flaghole Road as a 
scenic road.
Contact The Conservation Comm.

If you would like to talk with some-
one about a conservation matter – ease-
ment, dredge and fi ll application, etc., 
please call the chairman, Gerry Hersey 
at 735-5593.

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

The Ninth Annual Sportsman’s 
Show will take place March 11 and 
12 at the Franklin Middle School, 200 
Sanborn Street, in Franklin. Visit Frank-
linNHChamber.com to learn about semi-
nars offered at the show. 

The 17th Annual Big Game Trophy 
Show will be there, as will the Forever 
Locked exhibit of two trophy moose 
locked by their antlers. Show proceeds 
will help maintain a multi-use trail 
along the Winnipesaukee River. 

Hours are Saturday 9 AM to 5 PM 
and Sunday 9 AM to 3 PM. Admission 
is $7 for adults; children under 12 with 
paying adults get in free. For more in-
formation, call Kathy at 934-2111.

See Forever Locked At
Sportsman’s Show
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The Franklin Phoenix
Franklin has a news-

paper again! Fay Ma-
honey, working with Joya 
Pinkham Clark and her 
husband Will Clark, re-
cently published the fi rst 
issue of The Franklin 
Phoenix. 

Their plan is to publish 
monthly through April, then 
twice a month until Sep-
tember, then weekly after 
that. The fi rst three months’ 
issues are being mailed 
free to all Franklin addresses. After that the Phoenix will 
be available free on newsstands or by subscription. 

For more info or to subscribe, visit FranklinPhoenix.com 
or send $12 for six months, $24 for a year to PO Box 
100, Franklin 03235. 

Welcome to the neighborhood, Phoenix!

By Tracy Merriman
Beacon Staff

With St. Patrick’s Day right around 
the corner, I thought it would be fun 
to share a recipe steeped in Irish tra-
dition and history. The dish is called 
Colcannon, and it is the ultimate way 
to serve mashed potatoes. This dish 
was traditionally made on Halloween. 
Some families would leave a plate of it 
outside, for the fairies and the ghosts. 
There was even an Irish song written 
about Colcannon.

Traditionally four trinkets were 
hidden in the dish. If found, a thimble 
meant spinsterhood, a button was bach-
elorhood, a ring meant you would be 
married, and a penny meant you would 
be wealthy. What a fun way to enjoy 
this dish with the children.

This recipe is a variation that my 
grandmother has always used. It is 
rich, and it is delicious. Use it along 
side of your corned beef this St. Pat-
rick’s Day and start a tradition of your 
own. 

In ending, I would like to share an 
Irish blessing that has always hung on 
a tapestry in the kitchen of our family 
home. “May the roof above you never 
fall in, and those beneath it, never fall 
out.” Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Send your favorite recipe to 
Cooking@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 

Food, Friends, & Merriment!
149, Andover 03216. Include your name 
and phone number so we can print a little 
interview along with the featured recipe.
Colcannon 
Contributed by Tracy Merriman

1 lb cabbage
2 lbs Yukon gold potatoes
8 to 10 pearl onions (frozen OK, 

thawed)
1 bunch scallions, sliced (whites 

only)
1 cup half and half
½ cup butter
Dash of nutmeg or mace
Salt and pepper to taste
Core and chop cabbage into small piec-

es. Place in a pan, covering with salted wa-
ter. Boil until tender, about 15 minutes. 

In another pan, peel and cut the po-
tatoes into two-inch pieces and cook 
those, too, in salted water for about 15 
minutes until tender. 

Drain the cabbage and put aside. 
Drain the potatoes and hand mash. 
Meanwhile, boil pearl onions and scal-
lions in half and half until onions are 
tender. Be careful not to use high heat, 
or you will scald the milk.

Put the potatoes, onions, scallions, 
butter, and nutmeg into a mixing bowl. 
Slowly add half and half and use hand 
mixer until smooth and creamy. If need-
ed, add a little more milk. 

Fold in the cabbage. Salt and pep-
per to taste. Serve on plates in small 
mounds with a pat of butter on top to 
create a “lake.” Eat potatoes from the 
outside, dipping each forkful into the 
“lake.” Serves six to eight.

By Ray Mitchell
Beacon staff

Puxatawney Phil saw his shadow, so 
we should have six more weeks of win-
ter. As of this writing the old ground-
hog’s prediction is accurate. 

Tradition tells us of many signs that 
bode evil or predict good. Curious Cus-
toms by Tad Tuleja is one of the books 
at the library with information about 
common traditions and superstitions 
like the following.

When someone sneezes, many 
people respond, “God bless you.” The 
ancients believed that your spirit could 
escape your body when you sneezed. 
That could be an invitation for an evil 
spirit to move in and affl ict you. Wish-
ing God’s blessing when such a threat is 
possible was considered good manners.

The world of spirits also inspired our 
“knock on wood.” Trees had spirits and 
certain trees were considered close to 
God. So when we knock on wood after 
wishing something we are carrying out 
an ancient tradition of asking heaven’s 

blessing on our endeavor.
Fear of Friday the 13th has a long 

history. Some think it is unlucky be-
cause there were thirteen at the table 
at the Last Supper. Fear of 13 pre-dates 
Christ. Romans considered it the num-
ber of death and destruction. Early 
mathematicians loved twelve for the tri-
angularity of three and the squareness 
of four. Thirteen cannot be divided, so 
it lacks such positive aspects. Then the 
negative powers became attached to it.

The bad luck associated with spill-
ing salt is often linked to Leonardo da 
Vinci’s Last Supper, where Judas is 
seen spilling the salt. The tradition pre-
dates Leonardo. Salt was important as 
a preservative, antiseptic, and fl avor in 
the ancient world. Romans, Greeks, and 
Hebrews used it as an offering to God. 
Spilling such an important substance 
was an affront to the deity and thereby 
a predictor of evil. Throwing some over 
the left shoulder is either an offering to 
the god or an attack on the devil, who 
may be lurking over your shoulder.

Do you wonder about other super-
stitions or traditions? You can fi nd out 
about them at the library.

Andover Libraries

Announcing the Franklin Opera 
House’s Fifth Annual Community Tal-
ent Night on April 22. Last year’s event 
proved to be everything it was billed to 
be: surprising, entertaining, funny, and 
enchanting. 

This April we invite everyone in the 
Lakes Region to tune up that instru-
ment, fl ex those vocal chords, dust off 
the original poetry tucked in the closet, 
try out a new comedy routine, awaken 
Charlie McCarthy’s half brother from 
his slumber in his overnight bag, no-
tify the three others who make up your 
quartet, or mystify us with your sleight-
of-hand, and fi ll out an application to 
audition on the 19th and 20th of April 
at the Opera House. 

Forms are online at FranklinOpera-
House.org or call the Opera House at 
934-1901 to give your information over 
the phone. Anyone wishing to partici-
pate must submit an application and at-
tend one of the combination auditions 
and tech rehearsals. 

Audition times will be assigned on 
one of those two nights and the appli-
cant notifi ed based on the contact infor-
mation provided on the form. The dead-
line to apply is April 5, so why wait?

The Kearsarge Community Band, 
directed by Dr. Earl Lord, invites area 
musicians to join the band during its 
fi rst rehearsal on Tuesday, April 4, from 
7 PM to 9 PM in the Kearsarge Region-
al Middle School’s Music Room.

No auditions are required for partici-
pation. High school students as well as 
year-round and summer residents are 
welcome to play with and to learn from 
experienced band members.

Membership information may be 
obtained from Nola Aldrich at 526-
2942 or from Peggy Prew at 526-6017. 
Concert date reservations are now be-
ing accepted and can be confi rmed by 
contacting Dave Cook at 526-9057.

Kearsarge Band

All area seniors and their guests are 
invited to join us for the WCA Senior 
Lunch and Social at the new Wilmot 
Community Association Building in 
Wilmot Flat next to the Wilmot Post Of-
fi ce on Village Road at noon on Tuesday, 
March 21, and on the third Tuesday of ev-
ery month. Bring friends or just yourself 
for some good food and good conversa-
tion. A $2 contribution is suggested. 

Reservations are required, so 
please contact Kate McKibbin at 
mckibbin@adelphia.net or 526-4540 at 
least fi ve days prior. 

Wilmot Community 
Association Luncheon

Route 4
Salisbury, NH

648-2888

OPEN
7

DAYS

ROTOTILLERS
CHAIN SAWS

CHAPS/BOOTS/HELMETS

Tool Rental/Repair Shop

Farm - Feed - Hardware
Lumber-BarnBuilding

BOOTS

Aria
t

Georg
ia

Muck

SHAVINGS - HAY
BIRD FEEDS - PET FOODS

WOOD PELLETS
METAL ROOFING

JOHNSON WOOL
WOOLRICH

$AVING$

Round Pens & Stalls
In Stock Items Only

Franklin Talent Night
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By Sally Bergquist
Kearsarge Unit. Univer. Fellowship

Warning! Danger! Spending too 
much time inside can bring on cabin 
fever!

But never fear! The Kearsarge Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship had two 
cabin fever preventatives during the 
month of February. A circle dinner was 
held at the homes of two of our mem-
bers on February 10 and a three-series 
workshop on “Life Decisions” was held 
at Tracy Library in New London on 
Thursday evenings, February 16, Feb-
ruary 23, and March 2. This was led by 
the Rev. Emily Burr. 

The fi rst session was led by Julie 
Emery from VNA Hospice and dealt 
with health concerns; the second was 
a discussion of durable power of attor-
ney for health care and living wills led 
by Attorney W. Michael Todd; and the 
third was a discussion of how to live a 
more joyful, intentional life conducted 
by Hardy Hasenfuss.

The book discussion group met on 
Sunday, February 26 to discuss Mis-
quoting Jesus by Bart Ehrman. This 
book was written for the lay person 

Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
who is just curious about religion.

The meditation group continues to 
meet on Wednesdays at 7 PM.

Come and join us on Sunday morn-
ings at 11 AM at the Stone Chapel at 
Proctor. For information, contact the 
Rev. Emily Burr at 540-2487 or visit 
our Web site at KUUFnh.org. We look 
forward to seeing you.

By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

Greetings to everyone from the folks 
at Andover Congregational Church! We 
continue to see new faces every week, 
including families who are beginning to 
worship together. Lots of good things are 
happening in our little country church!
Wyldlife Camp

Cathy Ellis reports that 35 middle-
school-age children who have been attend-
ing the Wyldlife program have signed up 
to go to camp at Sebago Lake this sum-
mer. Very exciting! Camperships will be 
available. Please speak with Cathy if you 
are interested in obtaining a campership 
for your child. We don’t want money to 
get in the way of making this very special 
opportunity possible. If you don’t have a 
child going to camp, perhaps you might 
want to consider sponsoring a child.
Monthly Food Sales

Our fi rst monthly food sale was a 
huge success! We will be having a food 
sale on the third Sunday of each month 
beginning around 10:30 AM in the 
Grange Hall. Please stop by and check 
out the fresh baked goods.

If you would like to place special 
orders, please call me at 735-5331. This 
time we had some people from the com-
munity order Irene Jewett’s famous apple 
pies! Proceeds from the sales will benefi t 
the Grange Hall Renovation Fund.
Talent Night

On Sunday, March 19, at 7 PM we 

Andover Congregational Church

Amy Wagner, Elizabeth Towle, and 
Melba Leopardi at the monthly food 
sale to raise money for the Grange Hall 
Renovation Fund. Photo: Bob Bussey

are having a Talent Night which will 
be held in the Grange Hall. The Liv-
ing Stones, a bluegrass gospel group, 
and other people in our church family 
will be presenting music. Please pass 
the word and join in this fun evening! A 
love offering will be taken.
Praise And Worship

Praise and Worship will be held on 
the last Friday of every month in the 
Grange Hall. This is a very informal 
time where you can hear some good 
music and meet new people from all 
walks of life. Everyone is welcome.

Remember, you are invited to come as 
you are and worship at “the church on the 
hill beside the road” on Sunday morning 
beginning at 9:30. Sunday School and 
childcare are at the same time.

S.H.A.R.E. Day
May 22 is S.H.A.R.E Day at AE/MS. 

(Note the new date!) It’s a special day 
in which the community brings work-
shops on arts, crafts, and other activities 
to the kids. Please volunteer to present a 
workshop or to help keep things fl owing 
on this busy day. Call Gisela Darling at 
735-5681 to volunteer or for more infor-
mation.
Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry

Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry 
in Franklin is in need of volunteers to 
help out at the Food Pantry, pick up 
food at several locations (a large truck 
is needed for USDA food deliveries 
once a month), fundraising, etc. Please 
call Rev. Randall Scheri at 286-8780 or 
Dennis Dyer at 296-3935.
The Andover Beacon

The Andover Beacon seeks a volun-
teer Production Assistant. If you have 
any graphic design skills, or if you’d 
like to learn, you could work on any or 
all of the following:

• Designing ads
• Designing graphics
• Preparing photos for publication
• Laying out articles and/or pages
We prefer to work with Adobe Pho-

toshop, InDesign, and Illustrator but 
can work with other programs depend-
ing upon what you have or what you'd 
like to learn. The only skill that's re-
quired is general familiarity with using 
a computer – beyond that, we're happy 
to train you.

If you'd like to use your graphic de-
sign talents or learn new ones, please 
contact Charlie Darling at 735-6099 or 
Charlie@AndoverBeacon.com.

Volunteer Spotlight
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society has 
been given many old movie reels of Camp 
Marlyn and the campers’ activities in the 
town. Many of us remember the color-
ful contingent of campers riding horses 
in the Fourth of July Parade each year, 
and many Andover youngsters learned 
to ride at the camp during its off-season. 
The girls’ camp operated for many years 
on Bradley Lake and holds a deep his-
torical signifi cance for our town.

We are seeking an individual with 
the knowledge, interest, and skills to 
view these movie reels, date each one, 
and write a synopsis of what is on each 
reel. It would be desirable to transfer 
those of special interest to DVDs. The 
Historical Society has two old projec-
tors which are thought to be able to 
show the fi lms.

If you think you can help with this 
interesting project, contact Andover 
Historical Society President Pat Cutter 
at Pat.Cutter@mchsi.com.
Franklin Regional Hospital

Franklin Regional Hospital has vol-
unteer openings in Emergency Servic-
es, Medical Imaging, and Medical Re-
cords. Join a great group of volunteers, 
make new friends, give a few hours a 
week, and see the benefi ts! Call Sandy 
Marshall at 934-2060 ext. 207.

The Beacon welcomes items for 
Volunteer Spotlight. Send descrip-
tions of specifi c volunteer jobs you’d 
like to fi ll...thanks for a specifi c job 
well done...a description of the skills 
you offer or the volunteer job you 
seek...to Mail@AndoverBeacon.com, or 
call 735-6099.

ANDOVER
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
On the hill, beside the 
road in East Andover

All are ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

Flea Market & Bake Sale
Saturday, March 25, 8 AM - 1 PM

Sunday morning worship &
Sunday School at 9:30 AM

All are welcome!
735-5160



Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 26 • The Andover Beacon • March 2006

By Diane Rice
Andover Service Club

The Andover Service Club is hon-
ored to announce that Karen Holman 
of Andover will be the featured speak-
er at the Club’s annual Guest Night 
to be held on Wednesday, March 8. 
Karen is widely known as an illustra-
tor, graphic artist, and book designer. 
Karen received a Ford Foundation 
Grant for Art as well as a National 
Design Grant. 

Anyone wishing to attend should 
contact a member of the Andover Ser-
vice Club or the Membership Chair-
person, Renee Goodwin, at 735-4212.
Proctor Birthday Cake Project
By Gillian Smith

In January the Service Club deliv-
ered 17 birthday cakes to students at 
Proctor. In February we delivered 18 
cakes.

Andover Service Club News

The Andover Service Club welcomed 
Ray Mitchell of East Andover to its 
February meeting. He and Sara Tracy-
Arone, the Club president, are pictured 
above. Ray led the group in a lively dis-
cussion of Memoirs of a Geisha. 
  Photo: Sharon Darling

By Judy Poblenz Perreault
Andover High, Class of 1953

Attention Andover High School 
alumni! The committee has met and we 
have lift-off for the next reunion. 

Lily and Gordon Ordway have kindly 
offered their recreation area in Danbury 
again for what is now an annual event. 
The date is July 8 at 11 AM. It will be held 
rain or shine. We are looking into using 
the school in case of really bad weather. 

We are following the same format as 
last year: opening ceremonies, which in-
clude the Andover High cheer, followed 
by a potluck lunch. The committee will 
provide coffee and tea. Last year we had 
the most delicious selection of food. 

We are asking members again to 
make a name tag and bring memora-
bilia and a chair (if possible). The rec-
reation area has facilities for swimming 
and other activities and the committee 

Andover High ALUMNI
has cards and board games available. 
Last year most people seemed to want 
to visit and catch up on all the news. 

We are extending this invitation to 
all people who attended the Andover 
school even if they graduated from an-
other high school. These will be our 
alumni of the future. 

We have sent postcards to all the 
alumni that we have addresses for. 
If you didn’t get one, you are not in 
our fi le. Please e-mail Toots Fleury at 
fl eury@tds.net for more info or to update 
your address. Hope to see you all there! 
Watch the Beacon for more updates and 
news of alumni. 

The Beacon would like to hear from 
any Andover alumni. Catch us up with 
a brief bio, or share some memories of 
your time at the school. E-mail us at 
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or mail us at 
PO Box 149, Andover 03216.

By Judy Perreault
NH Circle of Home and Family

New Hampshire Circle of Home and 
Family has two very interesting pro-
grams coming up in March and April. 
Both are open to the public. 

The fi rst is a Merrimack County 
meeting titled Identity Theft. It will be 
held at the Webster Town Hall on March 
25 at 10:30 AM. It will be presented by 
Marilyn Sullivan, an educator from the 
University of New Hampshire Coop-
erative Extension Service.

Identity theft is a growing problem. 
Come and fi nd out how to protect your-
self and what to do if it does happen to 
you. Following the meeting will be a 
potluck lunch. Bring a dish to share if 
you are planning to stay. 

There is no charge for this meeting, but 
you must make a reservation by March 
15. Call Judy Perreault at 735-5493. 

The second meeting is a state meet-
ing to be held at the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School on Saturday, April 

New Hampshire Circle Of Home And Family
1, from 9 AM to 3 PM. The focus of this 
meeting will be gardening. 

Registration is from 9 to 9:30 AM 
with refreshments and get-acquainted 
activities followed by our opening cer-
emonies. At 10 AM, Meg McGoldrick 
from Cole’s Gateway Gardens in Con-
cord will be giving us tips on raising 
African violets as well as instructions 
and demonstrations on making dish 
gardens. A dish garden and other plants 
from Gateway Gardens will be given 
away throughout the day. 

Lunch is a brown bag affair. We will 
provide coffee and tea. At 1 PM, Pauline 
and Walter Kangas, Master Gardeners 
from Wilmot, will present a program 
on container gardening. 

You must make reservations by 
March 25. We are asking for a $5 dona-
tion, which is due when you make your 
reservation. There is no admittance at 
the door that day. 

Call Judy Perreault at 735-5493. 
Space is limited, so call early.

Some of Shirley’s greatest loves 
were spending time with her family 
and friends. She enjoyed working with 
her husband around the farm as well as 
her many hobbies. She was most well 
known for her extensive Christmas 
light display, her garden, and beauti-
ful fl owers. Shirley also loved animals, 
scrapbooking, quilting, taking pictures, 
collecting porcelain dolls, and Wizard 
of Oz collectibles.

Her surviving family includes her 
husband of 11 years, Brian H. Shaw of 
East Andover; three daughters, Kristal 
M. Laroche of Waltham, Massachu-
setts, Meagan T. Thibodeau of Con-
cord, and Lisa M. Cox of Laconia; a 
son, James B. Shaw of East Andover; 
a granddaughter, Alexandra Cox of La-
conia; her mother, Barbara Kelley of 
Franklin; brothers, Stephen Kelley of 
Hill, Frederick Kelley Jr. of Franklin; 
sisters, Linda Smith, Carol Sangillo, 
and Nancy Kulacz, all of Franklin, and 
Sarah Burgess of Tilton; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to the Andover Rescue Squad, 
East Andover 03231.

DONALD P. MCCORMACK, 
71, of Concord died February 7. Born 
in Potter Place, Mr. McCormack was 
the son of the late Earl McCormack 
and Lena (Tobine) McCormack of 
Concord. He enjoyed kayaking, gar-
dening, and bluegrass music and had 
a special interest in North American 
lore and antiques. 

FRANK A. TIBBETTS JR., 82, 
of Sanbornton died February 14 at the 
Franklin Regional Hospital following a 
sudden illness.

He owned and operated Tibbetts 
Brothers Service Station, which he ran 
until his retirement in 1986. He was a 
United States Army veteran of World 
War II and recipient of the Purple 
Heart and Bronze Star among other 
decorations.

His family includes fi ve sons; three 
daughters, including Judith J. Lauren 
of Andover; 17 grandchildren and 21 
great-grandchildren.

Normally, the Beacon will print the 
obituary of an Andover resident or a 
short summary of the obituary of some-
one with a connection to Andover.

If family or friends would like a particu-
lar obituary handled differently, please let 
us know at 735-6099 as soon as possible.

OBITUARIES

KENNARD T.G. SMITH, 70, 
died February 6 at his home in Ragged 
Mountain Fish and Game Club follow-
ing a battle with cancer.

Born and schooled in the United 
Kingdom, Ken graduated from the Royal 
Military Acadamy, Sandhurst, was com-
missioned into the Royal Artillery, and 
served with the British Army in many 
parts of the world for over 30 years.

In 1986, after retiring from the 
British Army, he and his wife Gillian 
bought, renovated, and ran the English 
House Bed and Breakfast in Andover 
for 10 years.

After selling the English House, they 
retired to live at Ragged Mountain Fish 
and Game Club in Andover. From there 
he continued to work at ski and land-
scaping seasonal jobs in the local area.

Ken leaves a wife, Gillian; a son, 
Philip, and his family; a daughter, Al-
exandra; a sister-in-law, Lynette; and 
three siblings in the United Kingdom.

Donations, if desired, may be made to 
the Andover Rescue Squad, PO Box 209, 
Andover, 03216 or to the New London 
Hospital Emergency Department, New 
London Hospital, New London, 03257.

SHIRLEY ANN SHAW, 50, of 
Emery Road in East Andover, died 
February 12 at home following a brave 
battle with cancer.

She was born in Franklin, daugh-
ter of Frederick and Barbara (Pringle) 
Kelley. She attended schools in Frank-
lin and graduated from Franklin High 
School. Shirley moved to East Andover 
17 years ago. She was a longtime mail 
carrier for the US Postal Service in 
Franklin. Shirley was predeceased by 
her father, Frederick Kelley Sr.

Discover Your Creative Wild Side!
Host a Stampin’ Up!® Workshop Today

Invite a few friends in to learn the latest 
stamping techniques, and you’ll also enjoy the 

opportunity to earn free stamp sets from Stampin’ Up!
For more information call Amy Fecteau, Stampin’ Up! Demonstrator, at 735-5855

Richard Takes the Con-
fusion Out of Real Estate

Richard 
Beckford
735-5444
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HONORED 
Natasha Martin

Natasha Martin of Andover was 
named to the dean’s list for the fall 2005 
semester at Rivier College in Nashua. 

HONORED 
Jane Slayton
Kearsarge Magazine announced its 

fi rst annual Good Citizen Award win-
ners last month. Good Citizens are 
people, organizations, or businesses 
– nominated by the community and se-
lected by the staff of Kearsarge Maga-
zine – that have given back to the com-
munity.

Among the winners was Jane Slayton 
of Andover, the principal at Andover 
Elementary/Middle School. In writing 
(under the heading “Educating Chil-
dren, Community-Style”) about Jane’s 
selection for the Good Citizen Award, 
Kearsarge Magazine said:

“...At the Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School, Principal Jane Slayton is 
doing her best to involve the commu-
nity in the daily life of students. Last 
November, 50 veterans attended an as-
sembly designed to teach children about 
the holiday, and about the meaning of 
freedom. Two weeks later, grandpar-
ents dined with their grandchildren at 
the school’s Thanksgiving dinner. ‘This 
is a true community school,’ Jane says. 
‘We do a lot with the community.’

“...The community – an integral part 
of AE/MS student achievement – has 
responded to Jane’s efforts, and it shows 
in the school’s environment: The chil-
dren’s happy faces, a staff that enjoys 
their work and perhaps a bit less discus-
sion at town meeting.

“‘These children are our future. The 
more we can put toward their devel-
opment today, the more it will pay off 
in the future. There’s no such thing as 
doing too much for kids,’ Jane says. ‘It 
takes the school, the parents – it takes a 
community working together.’”

CAREER MOVE 
Keith Pfeifer
Keith M. Pfeifer, D.Ed, of Andover, 

will take the reins as Superintendent 
of Schools for the Sanborn Regional 
School District on July 1. Keith is a 
member of the Andover Planning 
Board and is the husband of Jane 
Slayton, principal of the Andover El-
ementary/Middle School.

By Carmen Bates
East Andover Village Preschool

We started off the month of Febru-
ary by taking the Preschool II children 
on a fi eld trip to Hannaford in Franklin. 
We got a wonderful tour of the store by 
Laurie and the children got to see parts 
of the store that they do not typically get 
to. Thank you to Hannaford and Laurie 
for making that trip so great! 

The children also got to ride on a 
school bus for the fi rst time. Armand 
Boisvert was nice enough to lend us a 
bus and a driver for the trip. A huge thank 
you goes out to Armand for the bus and 
to Tina Barton for driving us. It was an 
excellent experience for the kids!

During February we learned a lot 
about farm animals. The question, “Does 
a brown cow make chocolate milk?” was 
a hot topic! The kids did get to see what 
it would be like to milk a cow with a con-
traption made of latex gloves. 

We talked about what farm animals 
eat and all the different smells on a farm. 
We graphed our favorite farm animal 
and the winner was a horse. Preschool 
II is planning to take a trip to a farm in 
New London and see a lot of cows and 
probably get a little muddy.

The month was also busy with the 
colors red and pink, hearts, and Valen-
tine cards. Each class had a party and 
exchanged cards into mail boxes that 
they had made themselves. It is great 
practice for them to be writing their 
names and learning what letter their 
friends’ names start with.

East Andover Village Preschool
We had a new and very popular play 

area added to the preschool. A grocery 
store counter was made by Ms. Becky’s 
husband, Shane, with the wood being 
donated by RP Johnson and Sons. It is 
really awesome and the children are re-
ally going to get a ton of use out of it. 
Thank you to RP’s and Shane!

We had school pictures taken which 
is always an exciting day for the parents 
and students. They all looked so hand-
some and pretty!

A grandparent made and set a skunk 
trap for us, as we seemed to be having a 
visitor, but the trap is still empty. Thank 
you to Colby’s grandpa for doing that 
for us and even volunteering to come 
and take the skunk somewhere safe and 
far away if we did catch it.

We are still collecting Campbell 
soup labels, so as you curl up on a cold 
winter night for a bowl of soup, take the 
time to cut that label off for us. We re-
ally appreciate it.

Exciting news, as we have new stu-
dents that have come to join our Pre-
school I group. We also have some 
farm visitors staying with us for a few 
weeks to teach the kids some amazing 
things. All I can say right now is, watch 
next month’s Beacon for pictures of our 
“eggcellent” visitors!

I guess Fall is going to be here sooner 
than we think, as the phone has already 
started ringing with questions about our 
program. If you would like information 
on our preschool program, please give 
us a call at 735-5401.

By Leighton Terwilliger
Cub Scouts Pack 489

Seven Cub Scouts from Pack 489 and 
fi ve adults made a trip down to Boston for 
the overnight Campin at the Museum of 
Science with other scouts from all over 
the area. This was an overnight trip and 
a lot of fun. Tucker Peters, Todd Wilcox, 
Robert Smith, Aaron Smith, Jeffrey Bates, 
Tim Bates, and Nicholas Terwilliger, along 
with the fi ve adults, started the night off 
by roaming around the Museum and tak-
ing in all that it has to offer. After looking 
around for an hour we stopped for a break 
to enjoy some dinner. 

Next we took in a show about Who 
is an Engineer. The kids then went 
to different parts of the Museum to 
learn about the various sections. Pack 
489 went to the Mathematics area and 
learned about shapes, after which we 
had free time to look around. 

The night ended with a Lighting 
Show in the Theater of Electricity. At 
midnight we put our heads on our pil-
lows in the Steam Engine section of the 
Museum for a bit of shut-eye. 

The next morning we were greeted 
with some breakfast, as well as more ex-

ploring in the Museum with many other 
things to see. Pack 489 had a great time, 
but we all need to go back and spend a 
day to see everything that we missed.
Webelos
By Carmen Bates

The Webelos Den has also been busy 
learning about science experiments in 
order to earn their Scientist Pin. Tucker 
Peters and his dad taught the boys about 
fog in a jar and took the boys to Proctor 
for a fi eld trip. For one evening the boys 
were Proctor students with the science 
teacher, Brian Kellogg. Oh, what they 
learned in that one class! 

They learned about sound waves and 
got to see them with a special instru-
ment that made the sand move to the 
vibration of the sounds. They learned 
a little about light and electricity and 
saw shocks jump onto Mr. Kellogg! 
The boys were the most amazed by 
the experiments made by real Proctor 
students. There was a motorized living 
room chair and a mini chopper. 

Thank you to Gary for making the 
arrangements for these science experi-
ments and to Brian Kellogg for giving 
us his time!

Cub Scouts Pack 489

By Robin Rego
For the Beacon

Break out your bell bottoms and 
platform shoes – it’s disco time for the 
next Wyldlife Club Night on Saturday, 
March 18 from 6 PM to 7:30 PM at the 
East Andover Grange building.

Since there was no Club Night in Feb-
ruary, volunteers baked and distributed 
cupcakes to the entire Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School on February 24 to 
emphasize the “simple acts of kindness” 
everyone can do. This is one of many mes-
sages about how God relates to our every-
day lives talked about during Club Night.

The “New Hampshire Made” coupon 
book fundraiser for Wyldlife camp is in 
full swing. The books are available at 
many local businesses, including Bow-
ie’s Market, New Horizons Hair Salon, 
and Pizza Chef, or by calling Cathy El-
lis at 735-5025. Please help to cover the 
cost of the bus and provide scholarship 
funds to over 30 children registered for 
Wyldlife camp this summer by pur-
chasing these coupon books.

Wyldlife

Kids – Join The Beacon Team!

Rene and Sharon Lefebvre of East 
Andover announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Martha, to David Crow-
ley, son of David and Darby Crowley of 
Allston, Massachusetts.

Martha earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from Notre Dame College in 
Manchester in 2001 and a master’s degree 
in physical therapy from Franklin Pierce 
College in Concord in 2003. She works at 
Support Solutions in Saco, Maine.

David earned a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from the University of 
Southern Maine in 2005. He works for 
the City of Portland Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

A spring 2007 wedding is planned.

ENGAGED 
Martha Lefebvre
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Hard At Work
Nine-year-old Stefanie Schech-

ter of Wilmot, a third grader at Sant 

Bani School in Sanbornton, learned 

to make pizza from start to fi nish 

with David Stepp at Pizza Chef in 

Andover. David prepares the pizza 

dough every morning at Pizza Chef 

and is helping Stefanie with her 

school project in which she must 

work for 15 hours to learn the im-

portance of responsibility, prepara-

tion, being on time, paying atten-

tion, and working. 

Stefanie also worked at Pizza 

Chef in New London and at the 

Blackwater Junction Restaurant 

in Andover to fulfi ll her 15 hour re-

quirement.

 Photo: Heidi Terwilliger

Norwegian Open, Lake Placid
Nine-year-old Luke Daniels from 

the Andover Outing Club fl ew into fi rst 
place on the K48 Meter ski jump dur-
ing the Norwegian Open Event. Damick 
Kinson, also from the Andover Outing 
Club, took third. The meet took place at 
the McKenzie Intervale Ski Jump Com-
plex in Lake Placid, New York.
World Junior Championships, Slovenia

The under-18 US men’s ski jumping 
team fi nished eighth in the 2006 World 
Junior Championships held in Kranj, 
Slovenia on February 3. Nicholas Fairall 
of Andover was one of the four team-
mates who combined efforts to bring 
the US their fi rst-ever fi nish in the top 
ten. Sixteen countries participated in 
the week-long championships.
XX Winter Olympics, Italy

In the Olympic 15-kilometer classical 
cross country skiing race in Italy, Ando-
ver’s Kris Freeman was the top US fi n-
isher, in 22nd place at 39:57.4. His brother 

Justin was 53rd at 42:00.9. “I think I came 
through with a decent race,” Kris told the 
Associated Press. “I’m not thrilled with 
it, but I think it was a good effort. It was 
representative of where I am today. I was 
a little sick last week, and this is a good 
fi rst race back.”

A few days later, the US Olympic 
cross country relay team fi nished 12th 
in the 4x10-kilometer race. Kris fi nished 
the fi rst leg of the relay just 10.8 seconds 
behind the leader, but Lars Flora, ski-
ing the second leg for the US, faded out 
of the pack of leaders. Carl Swenson of 
Conway, who skiied the fourth and fi nal 
leg, told the Associated Press, “Once you 
get out of the lead pack, it’s almost im-
possible to climb back in.”

In the 50-kilometer skate, Kris fi n-
ished 61st , the second US skier to fi nish, 
and Carl Swenson didn’t fi nish.

For more information about our lo-
cal Olympic athletes, visit the Web page 
NBCOlympics.com/athletes/.

Skiing Around The World

K48 Winners in Lake Placid - First Place: Luke Daniels, Andover Outing Club. 
Second Place: Miles Lussi, New York Sports Education Foundation. Third 
Place: Damick Kinson, Andover Outing Club

Nicholas Fairall (l) with his US teammates at the World Junior Champion-
ships in Slovenia. The under-18 men’s ski jumping team fi nished eighth, their 
fi rst-ever fi nish in the top ten.

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.
Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

This page of the Beacon has been sponsored by — your name, or your business’ name, could be here! —

Making Snow Sports AffordableMaking Snow Sports Affordable

X-C Sale...Snowshoe SaleX-C Sale...Snowshoe Sale
Rentals by Day, Week, or SeasonRentals by Day, Week, or Season

Twin Tip Ski - K2 Public Enemy, Ski Twin Tip Ski - K2 Public Enemy, Ski 
Blades, Snowboards, Fisher Cross Blades, Snowboards, Fisher Cross 
Country Skis, Tubbs Snowshoes Country Skis, Tubbs Snowshoes 

Great Deals!Great Deals!
All Types of Rentals: All Types of Rentals: 

Season, Weekly, by the Day, Ski, Season, Weekly, by the Day, Ski, 
Snowboard, X-C, SnowshoesSnowboard, X-C, Snowshoes

Best Prices, Best Service. Period.Best Prices, Best Service. Period.

Tel: 735-5437, BlackwaterSkiShop.com
Tue-Sat 9 AM to 5 PM, Sun: noon to 4

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes 
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies & 

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot 
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte 
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf 

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas 
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 9

Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 10

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

SKI RACKS & 
SNOWBOARD RACKS

NOW IN STOCK ~ OUR OWN DESIGN
Hang that stuff on the wall, off the fl oor!

Route 11 &  TownLineOutdoorFurniture.com 735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover U-Haul Rentals Open 7 Days
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By M. J. Wittel and Marissa Laro
AE/MS Fifth Grade Students

M. J. and Marissa got the scoop up 
on Ragged about the Andover Recre-
ation Committee’s downhill ski pro-
gram. They interviewed 22 students in 
different grades about what they really 
think of the program. The Andover Rec-
reation Committee, Ragged Mountain 
Ski Area, and AE/MS work together to 
provide this program to Andover chil-
dren who are interested in learning to 
ski or snowboard.

Do you think students and staff are 
following the Eagle Code at Ragged?

Fifty-fi ve percent of the students inter-
viewed said that the younger kids are fol-
lowing it more than the older kids. Thirty-
fi ve percent said everyone is following it, 
and 10% said no one is following it.

What do you dislike about the ski 
program at Ragged?

Seventy-seven percent said that they 
don’t dislike anything, and 23% said 
that people aren’t being safe.

What do you like about the ski 
program at Ragged?

Eighty-six percent said that they like ev-
erything, and 14% said they like being able 
to ski or snowboard with their friends.

Do you have any suggestions for 
next year’s ski program?

Fifty percent said they didn’t have 
any suggestions and 50% said that they 
would like to have lunch up at Ragged 
and be there all day.

Would you like more time to free ski or 
snowboard (without lessons) next year?

One hundred percent of the students 
interviewed said that they want more 
time to free ski or snowboard.

After going through the results, we be-
lieve that most students would like to have 
more free time, be there longer, and would 
like the program to continue in 2007.

By Leighton and Nicholas Terwilliger
For the Beacon

Well, it was another great year for the 
Andover Recreation Committee Ski Pro-
gram. Blessed with fi ve great weeks with 
warm temperatures, the skiing was great. 

The kids arrived at 1 PM every Fri-
day and received a one-hour lesson 
with the same instructor each week. 
First time skiers were taught to stop and 
slow down using a wedge and turning 
techniques. The kids who could ski the 
bigger chair were taught about weight 
shift for the turn, when and where to 
shift their weight, and what leg does this 
weight go to. The upper level kids were 
taught about more edging and weight 
shift earlier in the turn. 

After the lesson the kids went skiing 
with friends, parents, and instructors to 
develop what they had just learned. The 
kids were then on the bus to head home 
after a great day of skiing.

The kids and their parents would 
like to take this time to thank Ragged 
Mountain for the terrain we use, Ed 
Dansereau of the Blackwater Ski 
Shop, Howard and Ellie George of the 
Andover Recreation Committee who 
organize the outings, all the Ragged 
Mountain Ski Instructors who helped 
teach the kids, and all the adult chaper-
ones that helped the instructors. 

Leighton is a Ragged Mountain Ski 
Instructor, PSIA Level III. Nicholas, his 
son, is a third-grader at AE/MS.

The AE/MS Eagle Code
Always be respectful
Everybody is responsible
Make good choices
Safety fi rst, last, and always

Andover Ski Program
Girls A-Team

At home against Laconia Christian 
on January 25, the Lady Eagles kept 
the ball rolling in the right direction 
throughout the game, winning 31-19. 
Everyone on the team contributed to 
the score. Great patience goes to Steph-
anie Nelson who took the time to set 
up plays and follow through. Zoe Stod-
dard, Haley Peters, and Mariah Haley 
came up with awesome rebounds. Great 
defensive moves came from Elizabeth 
Stearns and Sophie Viandier, shutting 
down LC’s outside shots. There was 
great communication and intensity 
throughout the entire game – great job!

On January 31 the Lady Eagles host-
ed Barnstead and played a solid game, 
winning 34-16. Andover got an early 24-
8 lead in the fi rst half, allowing the entire 
team, including some B-Team players, to 
get a lot of playing time. Hannah Frantz 
and Mariah Haley pulled down the most 
rebounds for the team. Kayla Dansereau 
had a lot of assists, feeding Hannah 
Frantz who contributed 10 points and 
Jess West who had 8.

The Lady Eagles had a tough match 
against the visiting Lady Bears from 
Newfound Middle School on February 
9. The hotly contested match-up went 
back and forth with each quarter. Jess 
West’s four points helped the team to 
an 8-6 fi rst quarter lead, but  Newfound 
exploded for 14 points in the second to 
carry a 20-14 lead into half-time. 

After the half, Hannah Frantz netted 
seven points and defense held Newfound 
to only two points, ending the third with 
a 24-22 lead. In the fi nal frame, Katie 
Smith came out fi ring with seven points 
in the quarter, but the Lady Bears tight-
ened up their defense and capitalized 
from the foul line in the waning seconds 
to come away with a 36-33 win over the 
Lady Eagles. Great job, Eagles!

Valentine’s Day found the Lady 
Eagles hosting the spirited Lady Cou-
gars from Kearsarge Middle School in 
New London. The Lady Eagles were 
hot, slamming down 15 fi rst-quarter 
points and jumping to a 24-12 halftime 
lead. The Cougars held their ground in 
the third quarter, but the Lady Eagles’ 
spectacular defense held the Cougars 
scoreless in the fourth quarter. The 43-
22 victory improved the Lady Eagles’ 
record to 7-4. Emily Laro and Hannah 
Frantz torched the hoop for nine points 
each. Jessica West and Jenn Connor 
weren’t far behind with seven and six 
points, respectively.
Girls B-Team

The Girls B-Team lost 19-28 to a 
much larger Campton team on Febru-
ary 2. Overall, the team played very 
well, but at times they struggled with 
rebounding and scoring. The girls never 
gave up and fi nished strong with some 
good outside shooting by Elizabeth 
Stearns and Zoe Stoddard.

The Girls B-Team lost 17-26 to 
Campton on February 9. Andover was 
behind by a sizable amount at halftime 

but wrestled their way back into the 
game. Amy Lamos led the charge with 
several baskets, including a three point-
er. Zoe Stoddard and Elizabeth Stearns 
also contributed to Andover’s score. 

Stephanie Nelson did a great job on 
defense. Sophie Viandier and Haley Pe-
ters forced many turnovers. The girls all 
played with great determination, which 
made the coaches feel proud.

The Girls B-Team beat Newfound 
26-18 on February 13. Andover was 
behind 14-4 at halftime, but the third 
quarter was all Andover. It started with 
a solid defense led by Sophie Viandier 
and Mariah Haley. The offense was 
on fi re as Kassie Lamper, Emily Laro, 
and Elizabeth Stearns worked the ball 
around the court. Elizabeth made two 
beautiful bounce passes to set up Steph-
anie Nelson, who scored each time. Em-
ily Laro shot fi ve for six at the foul line. 
Kassie Lamper stole the scoring show, 
with 15 points for the game, 13 of them 
in the second half.
Boys A-Team

The Boys A-Team dominated Laconia 
Christian 46-17. The whole team played 
excellent defense, forcing LC to turn 
the ball over many times. Andover took 
advantage with many fast breaks to the 
hoop. Great Hustle and Sportsmanship 
go to Josh Bond and Curtis Blodgett.

On January 31 the Boys A-Team 
matched up pretty well with Barnstead 
in the fi rst half with a score in favor 
of Barnstead 9-6. In the second half, 
Andover struggled on offense and the 
half ended with Barnstead ahead 24-
16. Henry Bendel, Adam Smith, and 
Josh Wagner did a great job defensively 
underneath, pulling in some rebounds 
against a very tall team. Offensively, 
Henry Bendel contributed eight points, 
Josh Wagner three, and Josh Bond, 
Nick Waine, and Tyler Waine contrib-
uted two points each. Great hustle!

The Boys A-Team took the court on 
February 14 looking to avenge an ear-
lier loss to the Kearsarge Cougars, but 
at halftime the Eagles trailed 24-6. In 
the second half, the Eagles matched the 
Cougars basket for basket, showing a 
great deal of hustle and heart, but end-
ed dropping a hard-fought game 43-23. 
Adam Smith nailed fi ve of eight from the 
free throw line and tallied seven points 
to lead the way for the Eagles. Henry 
Bendel dropped in four points, as did 
Nick Waine. Josh Bond contributed as 
a major play-maker, dishing out several 
assists and racking up four steals.
Boys B-Team

Great job to the Andover Boys B-
Team in their game on February 2 
against Campton. Although the Eagles 
lost by just a few points, the team played 
great. The Eagles came alive in the sec-
ond half, beating the Campton press and 
then running their own full court press. 
The defensive pressure forced Campton 
to turn the ball over and allowed the 
Eagles to capitalize offensively. 

AE/MS Basketball

See Basketball  on page 30

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of 
good taste.

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm

                          

776 Franklin Hwy • PO Box 142 
East Andover NH 03231

735-5497
halcyonrealty@tds.net

HALCYON REALTYHALCYON REALTY
CALL US TODAY CALL US TODAY 

TO GET YOUR DREAMS STARTED TO GET YOUR DREAMS STARTED 
RIGHT AWAY!RIGHT AWAY!

Andover
Historical
Society

PO Box 167 • Andover NH 03216
Yesterday Inspires Tomorrow

Help Preserve Our Town’s 
Proud Heritage!

Join the Historical Society and 
receive our quarterly newsletter.
Individual Membership – $10

Family Membership – $15
Donor Membership – $50

Individual Life Membership – $150
Volunteers are always needed!

• Tend the museum in the summer 
• Help care for Society properties
• Help with the 19th Century Fair
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By Tom Frantz
Andover Recreation Committee

Here are the results for the Andover 
Recreation Committee’s basketball teams.

Team A1, the Girls 3/4 team coached 
by Heidi Levesque, fi nished the regular 
season with six wins and two losses.

Team A2, the Girls 5/6 team coached 
by Melissa Thompson and Steve Nel-
son, fi nished the regular season with 
fi ve wins and two losses.

Team A3, the Boys 5/6 team coached 
by Dave Powers, fi nished the regular 
season with one win and six losses.

Team A4, the Boys 5/6 team coached 
by Tom Frantz, fi nished the regular sea-
son with six wins and one loss.

The playoffs for the Quad Valley 
League start for most teams on Friday, 
March 3. The Girls 3/4 play at Kearsarge 
Regional Middle School on March 
4 and March 5. The Girls 5/6 tourna-
ment opens at Sunapee on March 3 and 
continues on Sunday March 5 with the 
Championship Game at Sunapee on 
Monday evening, March 6. 

The Boys 5/6 tournament will be 
played at the Kearsarge Regional High 
School. It starts Friday evening, March 3 
and continues throughout the weekend. 
All tournaments are double elimination.

Andover Basketball
Greg Hewitt had a number of strong 

baskets down the stretch and played a 
great game. Josh Bond had three awe-
some rebounds in a row, and Canon 
Brownell and Sooki Vercellotti forced a 
few Campton turnovers. Michael Dono-
van also scored a clutch three-pointer 
with time winding down. 

Other star efforts were turned in by 
Zach St. Jacques, who had a few bas-
kets and was a strong rebounder. Corey 
Wiley and Roger Laro dominated the 
boards and got support from Gary Ma-
son, and Henry Bendel lead all players 
in scoring, working very hard on of-
fense and defense. Great work, team!

Boys Basketball Tournament 
By Anne Hewitt
Beacon staff

The seventh and eighth grade boys 
basketball team fi nished off the 2006 
season by sweeping their tournament 
at Laconia Christian on February 18. 
Five teams participated in the round-
robin event including Franklin, Calvary 
Christian, and Barrington.

Nine players accompanied by Coach 
Tom Frantz departed aboard Terry’s 
bus at 7 AM. Early rising didn’t seem 
to affect performance, as the team 
pulled together to defeat each team they 
went up against. Every Andover player 
put points on the scoreboard. Adam 
Smith shone in the game against Laco-
nia Christian, scoring 18 of the total 40 
points. Joshua Wagner was awarded the 
tournament MVP award, an honor se-
lected by the opposing team.

The team appreciates all the time 
and energy put forth by coaches Tom 
Frantz and Ryan Murphy, faithful bus 
pilot Terry Lee, and all the referees.

Boys Basketball Tournament Squad
Henry Bendel
Joshua Bond
Mike Donovan
Greg Hewitt
Roger Laro
Zachary St. Jacques
Adam Smith
Joshua Wagner
Tyler Waine

Basketball  from page 29

By Anne Hewitt
Beacon staff

On February 1, several parents and 
education professionals from Andover 
made the trip to Concord High to hear 
Michael Nerney speak on The Adoles-
cent Brain. It was an excellent presenta-
tion – and for those of you who are won-
dering, yes, teenagers do have brains. 
And it’s rather easier to understand how 
they work than you might think.

Many parents wish they could have 

By Kristi Perreault
AE/MS Fifth Grade Student

For the past month, both fi fth grade 
classes have been working on a science 
project about biomes. A biome is one of 
our Earth’s natural environments. Each 
environment is sorted into one of six 
categories – rainforest, desert, tundra, 
taiga, grasslands, or temperate. 

Each fi fth grader was partnered up 

Fifth graders and their “biomes in boxes” (l-r): Cameron Wood, Ricky 
Dansereau, Kristi Perreault, Tim Braley, Mary Jane Wittel, Charles Barry, Ma-
rissa Laro, and Brian Jackson Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

Fifth Grade Studies Earth’s Biomes
and did research on their category. Each 
pair did a Microsoft PowerPoint pre-
sentation – a slide show on a computer 
– and a “biome in a box” – a box deco-
rated to look like the category they were 
studying. The completed project was an 
oral presentation in front of both fi fth 
grade classes. 

It was a lot of hard work, but it all 
paid off in the end.

Ms. Connor, AE/MS Technology 
Teacher, provided the opportunity 
for Ms. Hildebrand’s second-grade 
class to learn the basics of making 
a Microsoft PowerPoint presenta-
tion from the AE/MS fi fth grade 
experts. Thanks from Ms. Hildeb-
rand’s class to the fi fth grade and 
most of all to Ms. Connor for mak-
ing it possible. Above: Kamrin Ra-
cine (back) helps Tyler Holman
 Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

The Adolescent Brain Online
attended the talk, so I’ve written a de-
tailed summary of Dr. Nerney’s presen-
tation. It’s too long to run in the Bea-
con, but you’ll fi nd it on our Web site at 
AndoverBeacon.com/Brain.pdf.

The evening was hosted by Child 
and Family Services, CFSNH.org, an 
independent non-profi t organization 
dedicated to advancing the well-being 
of children by strengthening family life 
and promoting community commit-
ment to the needs of children. 

A Full Service Beauty Salon

63 Granite Hill Road • Wilmot
526-7965 • AmbersCutAbove@tds.net

Gift Cards Available • Senior Citizen Discount

We offer the
highest quality 

Hair Extensions!

HAIR
SKIN

NAILS

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

Choose the gift of 
a warm, comfy scarf! 

Special orders welcomed!
SHOP LOCALLY!

Handknits by Judy are available at
Take A Peek Gift Shop

in East Andover, and 

Artisan’s Workshop 
in New London 

or call Judy Evans at 735-5331

Handknits
by

Judy

MVHS Girls Basketball Coach Tom 
Burke goes over strategy with Katie 
Haley and her teammates during 
a break in the action. Katie, Kaitlin 
Anderson (captain of the team), 
and other Andover girls were key 
members of the team this year.
 Photo: Bob Bussey
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friendly, and she described Ms. Gray as 
thoughtful.

If she weren’t a teacher, she would 
have to be involved with kids, maybe in 
daycare.

Mrs. Peters looks up to her mother 
because she has a wonderful heart and 
she believes in her. Mrs. Peters has a 
little boy who will be turning two, and 
she is expecting a baby boy who will be 
named Charlie in May.
Shannon Gray

Ms. Gray has also been teaching for fi ve 
years, three of them in fi fth grade at AE/
MS. She likes the small size of the school, 
the helpful staff, the students, and the vari-
ety of after-school activities offered.

She likes fi fth grade because of the 
subjects taught, the students’ age and 
their enthusiasm for learning. Her class-
room is a place where everyone is wel-
come, where they all have fun learning. 
And it has a very comfy futon.

Ms. Grays’ favorite part of the day 
is the morning, and her favorite part of 
the school year is the fi rst few weeks 
because she is just getting to know the 
students. Jeremiah, her new stuffed gi-
raffe, is the only pet in her classroom.

When students leave her classroom, 
she would like them to know that learn-
ing is fun and they are always welcome 
to come back and visit.

Her favorite all-time book would 
have to be Among the Hidden by her fa-
vorite author, Margaret Peterson Had-
dix. If Ms. Gray could describe herself 
in one word it would have to be effi -
cient. If she were to describe Ms. Peters 
in one word, she would choose funny.

If she weren’t a teacher, she thinks 
that she would be only a little dot in the 
world. When asked who she looks up 
to, she didn’t need to look very far: AE/
MS’s very own Ms. Owen, because of 
her kind and caring heart.

The fun thing about interviewing 
someone is that you learn new and 
sometimes unusual things about them. 
What I am about to share with you is 
quite amazing. Ms. Gray has many tal-
ents, but this one we were all able to 
witness with our very own eyes. Ms. 
Gray can say the alphabet backwards 
in less than four seconds without even 
looking at the alphabet!

Teachers  from page 32

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

You could have heard a pin drop in the 
gymnasium on the morning of January 
25 when Detective James McLaughlin 
of the Keene Police Department shared 
slides and serious information with 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students, 
AE/MS staff members, and parents. De-
tective McLaughlin has been a member 
of the Regional Task Force on Internet 
Crimes Against Children and is a nation-
ally recognized expert on the topic. 

Detective McLaughlin kept the full 
attention of all as he discussed the seri-
ous situation of sexual offenders on the 
Internet. He talked with students about 
what type of persons are committing 
child exploitation crimes, how child vic-
tims are engaged, and where on the In-
ternet sex offenders look for victims. An 
enormous amount of information was 
given to the participants with the intent 
that they practice safer Internet use.

Students were especially cautioned 
regarding the use of MySpace.com and 
other social network sites. These sites 
have made it much easier for sexual 
predators to interact with children. 
There have been many occurrences 
recently reported through the media 
where the MySpace Web site was linked 
to child sex crimes.

Internet Safety At AE/MS
An important point of Detective 

McLaughlin’s presentation was that fami-
lies need to communicate with each other 
and have rules for computer use at home.

With Detective McLaughlin’s permis-
sion, his presentation was taped by the 
Andover Middle School Video Club. It has 
run on Andover’s Cable Channel 8, and the 
video is also available here at the school.

Detective McLaughlin will be back in 
the area on March 7 to share his infor-
mation and advice with seventh through 
12th grade students in the Merrimack 
Valley School District. During the school 
day, he will be speaking to the students 
about appropriate use of the Internet. That 
evening, he will be speaking to all inter-
ested parents, guardians, and community 
members who want to know more about 
the potential dangers of the Internet.

This is an important and extremely 
relevant topic, and all are invited to join 
us for his presentation from 7 PM to 
8:30 PM at Merrimack Valley High in 
Penacook. The evening will be quite in-
formative for parents.

2006-2007
Kindergarten

The Andover Five Alive Program

is now accepting registrations 

for the 2006-2007 school year. 

Call Robin Rego at 735-6566 or 

stop by The Hamp House during 

operating hours. 

Limited spaces available. 

Deadline for registrations is 

May 15.

Softball & Softball & 
Baseball Baseball 
SignupsSignups

Andover Andover 
Recreation Committee Recreation Committee 

Girls SoftballGirls Softball
8 - 15 Years Old • $20

Andover Youth BaseballAndover Youth Baseball
Boys and Girls 5 - 12 Years Old

Sign Ups at AE/MS Gym
March 6 and March 9

6 PM to 7:30 PM
March 11

9 AM to noon

 

 

AE/MS 2006-2007 AE/MS 2006-2007 
School Year School Year 
Kindergarten Kindergarten 
RegistrationRegistration

Registration and information gath-
ering is scheduled for April 12, 2006. 
Children entering kindergarten should 
be fi ve years old on or before Septem-
ber 30, 2006. 

Registration packets will be mailed. 
If you have not received your packet by 
March 17, please call Gail Parenteau at 
735-5494. 

At the time of your child’s appoint-
ment, please bring birth certifi cate and 
immunization record. 

We look forward to meeting you!

By Molly Kidane
AE/MS Fourth Grade Teacher

The annual AE/MS Spelling Bee was 
held on January 26 in the school library. 
Forty-two contestants from grades four 
through eight competed this year. Stu-
dents used the Paideia, the Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee book, to prepare for 
the bee.

After 16 tense rounds, seventh 
grader Will Henriques correctly 
spelled “defensive” and “captain” to 
become this year’s champion. Our 
runner-up was sixth grader Siobhan 
Reid. The next level of competition 
for Will is the regional bee on March 
18 in Laconia.

Good luck, Will!

AE/MS 
Spelling Bee

Equal Housing Lender
Deposits Insured by FDIC

800-281-5772
www.lakesunbank.com

Please welcome Patty Reynolds 
as the new Manager of 

Lake Sunapee Bank in Andover
Patty has been with Lake Sunapee Bank for many years as Assistant 

Manager of our Newport Road, New London offi ce. We are very 
happy to introduce her to the community as manager of our Andover 

offi ce. Patty looks forward to serving the greater Andover area!
Stop in to meet Patty…the coffee is on!

Recycle Your Printer, Copier, & Fax 
Cartridges At AE/MS

Parent volunteers package them and we sell them to raise money 
to help send our students to a week-long environmental camp.

Recycle today to help a future recycler tomorrow!
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Mark Your
Calendar!

On Tuesday, March 7, Detective 
McLaughlin of the Keene Police De-
partment will be presenting on Internet 
safety at Merrimack Valley High School 
in Penacook. Detective McLaughlin 
has been a member of the Regional 
Task Force on Internet Crimes Against 
Children and is a nationally recognized 
expert on the topic. 

During the school day, he will be 
speaking to 7th through 12th grade stu-
dents about appropriate use of the Inter-
net. That night, he will be speaking at 

Music Concert April 8
A music concert entitled Voices of 

Spring comes to the Norris Theater at 
the Proctor Meeting House on April 8 
at 8 PM. Mezzo-soprano Eva Nagorka, 
an elegant singing actress equally at 
home on the operatic, concert, and mu-
sical theater stage, and tenor Kristofer 
Johnson, Proctor’s Director of Vocal 
Music, will be accompanied on piano 
by Dan Perkins, Professor of Music and 
Director of Choral Activities at Plym-
outh State University.

The concert will include early Ital-
ian songs; An die Ferne Geliebte by 
Beethoven; Carmen’s aria Habaniera by 
Bizet; The Songs of Travel by Vaughan 
Williams; and several African-Ameri-
can spirituals. 

Tickets are $15 ($10 for students) 
and are available by calling Alex Estin 
at 735-6663 or 735-6870. Proceeds go 
toward Proctor’s new recording studio.
Noel Coward’s Hay Fever A Hit

Each winter, a student takes respon-
sibility for casting and directing a dra-
matic production at Proctor. This year 
Georgia Freed, a day student from New 
London, directed Noel Coward’s Hay 
Fever, which played to enthusiastic au-
diences February 17 and 18. 

The play is a hilarious look at poor 
manners, as dysfunctional couples 
spend a weekend together at the home 
of an aging actress.

Three other Proctor day students 
contributed. Andover’s Steph Talking-
ton was stage manager, while Kelsey 
Hughes (Hopkinton) and Joey Goulart 
(New London) played major roles. 

Proctor’s next dramatic production is 
the musical Grease, May 26 and 27. 

Highlight: Mrs. Peters and Ms. Gray
By Kristi Perreault
AE/MS Fifth Grade Student

Jessica Underdahl, fi fth grade, Shel-
by Perreault, third grade, and Kristi 
conducted interviews for this article.
Stephanie Peters

Mrs. Peters has been teaching for a 
total of fi ve years – three of those in fi fth 
grade at AE/MS. She likes AE/MS for 
its friendly people and wonderful stu-
dents. Mrs. Peters teaches fi fth grade 
because it’s a transition year – she gets 
to see the kids change and grow up. She 
also likes the Social Studies program.

She describes her classroom as a 
place where people have fun and learn 

that they should never be afraid to ask 
questions.

Her favorite part of the day is in the 
morning when she gets to hear about 
what the kids did over the weekend or 
what happened the night before. But her 
favorite part of the school year is the last 
couple of weeks because she has gotten 
to see how the kids have grown over the 
past few months.

She hopes that when the students 
leave her classroom they know that 
education is important but fun and that 
even though they will be moving on, 
they can always come back to visit.

Her favorite books are the Harry Pot-

Shannon Gray and Stephanie Peters
 Photo: Carmen Bates

ter series, because she can understand 
them, and her favorite read-aloud book 
is No More Dead Dogs, because it’s a 
funny story.

In one word, she describes herself as 
See Teachers  on page 31

Performances 
At Proctor

Kelsey Hughes and Joey Goulart in 
Noel Coward’s Hay Fever.
 Photo: Chuck Will

By Gretchen Hildebrand
AE/MS Second Grade Teacher

It was defi nitely a happy Valentine’s 
Day 2006 in Room 2H where Ms. Hil-
debrand’s students opened their annual 
Hildebrand’s Habitat Heart Healthy Res-
taurant. Mr. Jensen’s second grade class 
was the guest group of honor, and all of 
the staff at AE/MS were invited as well.

This year we had some fabulous items 
to add to the menu of fruit salad, vegeta-
ble salad, shrimp cocktail, and blueberry 
muffi ns of the past. We had BLTs, tuna 
and egg salad sandwiches, fruit kabobs, 
apples and cheese, and a fantastic fruit 
smoothie drink of pineapple and guava 
juice and strawberry yogurt.

The 2H students voted to decide 
what foods to offer and what prices to 
charge on the menu. It was a generous 
and wonderful event. Thanks to all par-
ents for their support in this project!

This year we also had a guest lecturer. 

Hildebrand’s Habitat Heart 
Healthy Restaurant

Joel Beauman serves his famous veg-
gie salad. Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

As we were getting ready for the restau-
rant, Mrs. Pellegrino came to our class 
to speak about a healthy heart and su-
per foods that help our hearts out. She is 
studying nutrition, so it was information 
that she is learning more about as well. 
Teachers as students as teachers – cool! 
Our class says Thanks! to Mrs. P.

7 PM to all interested parents, guard-
ians, and community members who 
want to know more about the potential 
dangers of the Internet. 

This is an important and extremely 
relevant topic, and all are invited to join 
us for his presentation.

This is the same program that was 
presented at Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School last month. See the article 
on page 31 for Principal Jane Slayton’s 
summary of the material that Detective 
McLaughlin covered.

Internet Safety At MVHS

Mar 4 – Uncle Sam parades on 
Main Street, Noon
Mar 5 – Free Nordic skiing, Pine 
Hill Ski Club, Wilmot, 735-5000
Mar 6 – Softball and Baseball 
Signups, AE/MS,  6-7:30
Mar 6 – Andover School District 
Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7 
Mar 6 – Board of Selectmen, 7
Mar 6 – Andover Village District 
Meeting, Andover Town Hall, 7
Mar 7 – Internet Safety, MVHS, 7
Mar 7 – School Board, AE/MS, 6:30
Mar 8 – Andover Service Club Guest 
Night, Immac. Concep. Church, 6
Mar 8 – Conservation Comm., 7:30
Mar 9 – Softball and Baseball 
Signups, AE/MS,  6-7:30 
Mar 9 – Recycle Comm., Town Hall, 7
Mar 10 – Soo-Nipi Audubon, Tracy 
Memorial Library, New London, 7:30
Mar 11 – Softball and Baseball 
Signups, AE/MS, 9-12
Mar 11 – Adult Technology Class, Find-
ing Things on the Internet, AE/MS, 9-12
Mar 11 – Free Ski Dog Social, Pine 
Hill Ski Club, Wilmot, 1 PM, 735-5000
Mar 11 – Franklin Sportsman’s 
Show, Franklin Middle School, 9-5
Mar 12 – Free Nordic skiing, Pine 
Hill Ski Club, Wilmot, 735-5000
Mar 12 – Franklin Sportsman’s 
Show, Franklin Middle School, 9-3
Mar 13 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Mar 13 – Snowmobile Club, AE/MS, 7
Mar 14 – Planning Board, 7
Mar 14 – Voting, AE/MS Gym, 
11:30 AM to 7:30 PM
Mar 14 – Andover Town Meeting, 
AE/MS Gym, 7:30
Mar 15 – Rail Trail, AE/MS, 7
Mar 15 – Andover Fire District Meet-
ing, Andover Fire Station, 7:30
Mar 16 – Library Trustees, Andover 
Public Library, 7:30
Mar 18 – Wyldlife Club for Kids, East 
Andover Grange, 6-7:30, 735-5025
Mar 19 – Baked Goods Sale to 
benefi t restoration, East Andover 
Grange Hall, 11
Mar 19 – Andover Congregational 
Church Talent Night, 7
Mar 20 – Board of Selectmen, 7
Mar 21 – WCA Senior Lunch, 12, 
reserv. required, 526-4540 by 15th
Mar 21 – Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, Town Hall, 7:30
Mar 21 – East Andover Fire Pre-
cinct Annual Meeting, East Andover 
Fire Station, 7:30
Mar 22 – Conservation Commis-
sion planning meeting, 7:30
Mar 25 – NHCHF, Identity Theft, 
Webster Town Hall, 9-12 
Mar 27 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Mar 27 – Master Plan Update, Town 
Hall, 7:30
Mar 28 – Planning Board, 7
Mar 28 – Andover Fish & Game, 
East Andover Clubhouse, 7:30 
Apr 1 – NHCHF State Meeting, 
AE/MS, 9-3, reservations required 
at 735-5493 by 25th
Apr 4 – Kearsarge Community Band 
rehearsal, KRMS, 7, no auditions required
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